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SAC Members present: 
Michelle Motta Dardeno (MMD)
Brock Cordeiro (BC)
Dorothy Griffith (DG)
Jonathan Ozek (JO) 

Attendees from the community:
Daniel Parker (DP)
Renee Coutts (RC)

MCDHH Staff:
Commissioner Opeoluwa Sotonwa (OS)
Heather Daley (HD) 
Sehin Mekuria (SM) 
Sharon Harrison (SH) 

	Agenda Topic
	Discussion
	Action Item

	Welcome
	MMD called the meeting to order at 5:31 PM.
	

	Review of Minutes from September 18, 2025
	Due to lack of quorum, the SAC was unable to approve the September 18, 2025 meeting minutes. Approval will be deferred to the next scheduled meeting.
	ACTION Item: Minutes from the previous meeting will be reviewed and approved at the next meeting once quorum is achieved.




	Chairperson’s Report
	MMD provided an update on the Commission’s 40th Anniversary planning:
· MMD met with HD, Holly Pearson and Caitlin Parton to explore possible dates for the event at the State House. 

· The SAC was invited to participate in a Thursday event during the anniversary week, potentially to be held at the State House.

· Two tentative dates were discussed:
· Thursday, April 30, 2026
· Thursday, May 7, 2026

· The State House reservation system opens six months in advance. HD is coordinating with Jason and Carl to confirm availability:

· April 30 will be open for booking on November 1, 2025.

· May 7 will be open for booking on December 1, 2025.

· Once the date is finalized, the SAC will begin formal planning and call for volunteers. MMD noted that planning should begin at least two to three months before the event.

Discussion:
· JO asked whether a volunteer email would be sent or if members should express interest now.

· MMD clarified that once a date is confirmed and plans are more developed, volunteers will be solicited during a future meeting.

· JO and DG both expressed interest in volunteering.

· MMD thanked members for their enthusiasm and emphasized the value of SAC participation in supporting and enhancing the 40th Anniversary activities.

	

	Legislative Task Force Report 
	BC reported that out of 68 bills currently being tracked, 23 have had recent legislative activity.

Key highlights include:
· Several bills were sent to study or had deadlines extended.
· Around six or more bills saw committee hearings in the past week.
· Members and constituents are encouraged to reach out to committee chairs and local legislators to advocate for support of key bills.
· Written testimony is still being accepted by committees until bills are reported out.

BC emphasized that while no bills have yet advanced to final votes or reached the Governor’s desk, overall progress is steady. He directed SAC members to review the legislative tracking spreadsheet for updates and bill statuses.

Discussion
JO asked for clarification on:
1. Whether the bills highlighted in yellow on the spreadsheet were those with recent activity.
· BC confirmed this and reiterated that written testimony can still be submitted.

2. The relationship between House Bill 946 (Act Relative to Insurance Coverage of Hearing Aids) and House Bill 1216.
· BC explained that these are likely companion bills filed in both the House and Senate, often identical or slightly varied, to increase legislative support. He committed to reviewing both bills further and providing a detailed comparison.

JO noted his prior involvement with similar legislation and expressed interest in collaborating further. BC agreed to follow up via email.

No additional questions were raised.

MMD thanked BC and invited OS to present the next report.

	ACTION ITEM: BC to follow up with JO regarding details and comparison of HB946 and HB1216 (insurance coverage for hearing aids).

ACTION ITEM: 
SAC Members to review the legislative tracking spreadsheet and consider submitting written testimony to relevant legislative committees.

	Commissioner’s Report
	MCDHH Updates from the Commissioner
(PowerPoint presentation attached)

OS delivered his monthly report. Following the presentation, the floor was opened for questions and discussion from SAC members.

Questions and Discussion

CART Mentorship Program
JO expressed appreciation for the Commissioner’s presence at the HLAA Walk4Hearing and offered to assist with outreach for the CART mentorship program.
· OS explained that MCDHH manages two mentorship initiatives—one for ASL interpreters and one for CART providers—to address professional shortages.

· OS noted that the program compensates both mentors and mentees and encouraged anyone aware of potential applicants or mentors to contact Holly Pearson, Program Coordinator. 

· OS encouraged sharing the MCDHH’s social media posts to broaden outreach.

Hospital Interpreting Access Issues
DG raised serious concerns regarding lack of in-person interpreters at UMass Memorial Hospital, describing reliance on VRI (Video Remote Interpreting) that often freezes and fails during critical care.

OS acknowledged the widespread issue and explained:
· MCDHH does not have authority over hospitals’ interpreter contracts, as they are private entities.
· MCDHH is working to increase the in-person interpreter pool through partnerships with Interpreter Training Programs (ITPs) and initiatives such as MassReconnect, which allows eligible students to attend community college for free and potentially train as interpreters.

Education and DESE Partnerships
JO inquired whether MCDHH can influence Deaf and Hard of Hearing education in schools.
· OS clarified that education falls under federal and state Department of Education (DESE) oversight.
· MCDHH maintains partnerships and collaborative discussions but does not hold decision-making authority. 
	

	SAC Members
	
	

	SAC Announcements, Next Meeting
	Announcements from SAC Members:
SAC members were invited to share upcoming community events and announcements.

Dorothy Griffith
· Reported that the Massachusetts State Association of the Deaf (MSAD) celebrated its 50th Anniversary on November 1.

· Shared her experience attending the Paul Spooner Generational Leadership Summit, emphasizing the inclusion of individuals with diverse disabilities and opportunities for networking and state employment.

JO shared highlights from the HLAA Walk4Hearing:
· Over 350–400 walkers, 25 teams, and 19 vendors participated.
· Approximately $43,795 raised, nearing the $50,000 goal.
· Notable attendees included the Patriots, Red Sox, Bruins, and Boston Fire Department, who provided public safety education.

BC expressed appreciation for the Commission’s inclusive approach during Awareness Month activities.

MMD raised the idea of an in-person SAC gathering to foster connection.

DP (Viability, Inc) introduced himself and expressed appreciation for the opportunity to observe and learn from the meeting.

Updates on the Commission’s 40th Anniversary and Deaf Constituents’ Day (Spring 2026) will be provided at the next meeting.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:31 PM. 
	· ACTION ITEM: SAC members to discuss and finalize potential in-person meeting at the November meeting.




