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October 6, 2021
Via WebEx from 239 Causeway Street
Boston, Massachusetts 02114

AGENDA 

If you need reasonable accommodations in order to participate in the meeting, contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Kevin Lovaincy, Phone: 617-937-9947, in advance of the meeting. While the Board will do its best to accommodate you, certain accommodations may require distinctive requests or the hiring of outside contractors and may not be available if requested immediately before the meeting.
General Session is open to the public and may be viewed and/or heard via WebEx.

WebEx Information: If at all possible, please call the Board at (617) 973-0970 at least 24 hours before the meeting to request an email invitation to attend this meeting by video conference. The invitation will contain a direct link to the meeting.

You may also obtain video and audio access to all sessions of the meeting open to the public through the following link:   

https://statema.webex.com/statema/j.php?MTID=m04d8412f9ee4bec28e0636e5fc792627
Call-in number for audio-only attendance: 1- (866) 692-3580 (toll free) only if you have no access to video conference.
Access Code: 2433 550 8570
Attendee ID: #
	Time
	#
	Item
	Exhibits
	Contact

	8:30 a.m.
	I
	CALL TO ORDER, DETERMINATION OF QUORUM, AND  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA
	
	

	8:32
	II
	EXECUTIVE SESSION (closed to the public)

The Board will meet in Executive Session as authorized pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, § 21(a)(1) for the purposes of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against an individual.
Specifically, the Board will discuss the Good Moral Character of an applicant for licensure.

Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve medical information of patients and of a licensee.

Specifically, the Board will discuss and evaluate medical information of a licensee on Probation.


	
	

	9:25
	III
	PROBATION MATTERS

A. Proposed Practice Monitors—DEN-2019-0020: Dr. Kevin Smith

B. Monthly Probation Report


	Proposal, Report


	K Fishman



	9:45
	IV
	ADMINISTRATIVE MATTERS

A. Application for Initial Dental Hygiene Licensure—Ms. Devin Manis

B. Nominations for Election of Board Chair and Secretary 2022

C. Retired License Status Report

D. Good Moral Character Staff Action Authority Report

E. Review of Minutes of September 1, 2021 Complaint Committee General Session Minutes

F. Review of Minutes of September 1, 2021 Board Meeting General Session Minutes
	License Application, Reports,

Minutes
	B Young

	10:10am
	V
	COMPLAINT RESOLUTION: PENDING BOARD MATTERS

1. DEN-2019-0207: Dr. Damian Meola

2. DEN-2019-0043: Gutezaida Gragirenes, RDA

3. DEN-2019-0193: Dr. John Walsh

4. DEN-2019-0008: Dr. Maria Marquez

5. DEN-2019-0022: Dr. Nicholas Franco

6. DEN-2020-0069: Dr. Vandna Chawla

7. DEN-2019-0174: Naomi Wimer, RDA
8. DEN-2019-0175: Dr. Barbara Freed

9. DEN-2019-0176: Dr. Gordon Freed

10. DEN-2020-0014: Lisa M. Rosati, RDA

11. DEN-2020-0061: Adera Hanna, RDA

12. DEN-2020-0062: Dr. Maria Vasilakis

13. DEN-2020-0064: Dr. Robert Stein


	Investigation Reports, Memos, Attachments
	D El-Majdoubi

J Bueno 



	11:50
	VI
	FLEX SESSION

	
	

	12:00 noon
	
	ADJOURNMENT
	
	


MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN DENTISTRY

239 Causeway Street, Boston, MA  02114

Room 417

GENERAL SESSION MINUTES 
October 6, 2021
Present:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Board Chair; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Board Secretary; Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Patricia Wu; Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, RDH; Ms. Stacy Haluch, RDH, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Absent:  Ms. Jennifer McKeon, RDH
Board Staff Present: Barbara A. Young, RDH, Executive Director; Jeffrey Mills, Asst. Executive Director; Samuel Leadholm, Esq., Board Counsel; Dr. Liliana DiFabio, Supervisor of Investigations; OPP Investigators Deborah El-Majdoubi and Jaris Bueno; Probation Department Coordinator Karen Fishman
	Motion:
	At 8:30 a.m., to adopt the proposed agenda for today’s meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge

	Vote:
	Unanimous





At 8:32 a.m., Dr. Scialabba announced that the Board will meet in a closed session as authorized for the purpose of discussing the reputation, character, physical condition or mental health, rather than the professional competence, of an individual, or to discuss the discipline or dismissal of, or complaints or charges brought against, a public officer, employee, staff member or individual.  Specifically, the Board will first meet in Executive Session and will discuss and evaluate the Good Moral Character as required for registration of pending applicant(s) for licensure. Additionally, the Board will discuss and evaluate pending disciplinary complaints that involve patient records and the treatment of patients.  The Executive Session is closed to members of the public, except as provided for in M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1).  At the conclusion of the Executive Session, the Board will return to its General Session before adjourning the meeting for the day.
	Motion:
	At 8:33 a.m., to enter an Executive Session pursuant to 

M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a)(1)

 

	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



Ms. Ailish Wilkie joined the meeting at 9:19 a.m.

Probation Matters:


1.
Review of Request for Approval of Practice Monitors – Probation Dept. Coordinator Karen Fishman

--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0020: Dr. Kevin Smith

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Materials Reviewed:
	Probation report including request from licensee for Board approval of proposed practice monitors



	Discussion: 
	Ms. Fishman informed the Board the licensee has submitted the name of two dentists, Drs. Raymond Martin and Howard Pactovis as possible practice monitors as required by the licensee’s consent agreement.  But Ms. Fishman noted Dr. Pactovis entered into an agreement with the Board in 2011 that indicated Dr. Pactovis would refrain from active clinical practice.  Dr. Trowbridge asked if the process is for the Board to approve both candidates and the licensee then chooses which dentist he would work with; Ms. Young replied no noting the Board selects the practice monitor from the names suggested by the licensee.  

Ms. Stultz asked if Dr. Martin had been selected by the Board for this purpose in the past; Ms. Fishman replied he has not.  Ms. Stultz asked if Dr. Martin had been sanctioned by the Board at any time; Ms. Fishman replied he had one complaint filed against him that was considered by the Board a long time ago.  Mr. Mills informed the Board that complaint against Dr. Martin was resolved with a consent agreement for stayed probation that ended in 2010.  



	Motion:
	To approve Dr. Raymond Martin as the practice monitor for the licensee

 

	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Ricard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch; Ms. Ailish Wilkie

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None




2.
Probation Dept. Monthly Report

Ms. Fishman submitted her monthly probation report for the period of 8/25/21 to 9/30/21; the Board members had no questions for Ms. Fishman.  Ms. Fishman informed the Board she currently has 63 active dental cases and has issued only one final notice noting many licensees have successfully completed their probationary periods.
Administrative Matters:

1.
Request for Consideration of an Application for Initial Licensure as a Dental Hygienist – Executive Director Barbara A. Young, RDH

--Re: Ms. Devin V. Manis

The applicant was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board.

Ms. Young informed the Board it received an application for initial licensure from Ms. Manis on or about 8/16/21 but noted the applicant graduated from dental hygiene school in 1999 and passed all required examinations but her application indicated the applicant had not practiced clinical dental hygiene since her graduation from dental hygiene school.  Dr. Scialabba recommended the applicant be required to retake a clinical competency exam such as the CDCA exam.  Ms. Stultz asked if there was any precedent for this situation; Ms. Young replied none that she knew of in the last eight years.  

	Motion:
	To require the applicant to retake a clinical competency exam, such as the CDCA exam, before her application for initial licensure as a dental hygienist will be approved and her license issued



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge



	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Ricard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch; Ms. Ailish Wilkie

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None



2.
Nominations for Board Chair and Board Secretary for 2022


Ms. Young noted this issue has been included in the agenda for today’s meeting as the likelihood the Board will be able to meet as scheduled on December 1st is low given the pending move of the entire Bureau to DPH headquarters at 250 Washington Street in early December.  Ms. Young noted the elections for the next Board Chair and Board Secretary will be held during the November 3rd Board meeting with the winners beginning their terms in January 2022.  


a.
Board Chair



Dr. Trowbridge nominates Dr. Scialabba for a second term as Board Chair; Dr. Scialabba accepts the nomination.  Dr. Wu nominates Ms. Stultz for Board Chair; Ms. Stultz accepts the nomination.


b.
Board Secretary



Dr. Scialabba nominates Dr. Trowbridge for a second term as Board Secretary.  No other nominations were forthcoming from the Board.

3.
Review of the Staff Action Policy 17-03 Report: Petitions for Retirement Status, Quarterly Report for Third Quarter 2021


Ms. Young submitted her report for applications for retired license status that were approved during the third quarter of 2021.  The Board had no questions for Ms. Young.


4.
Review of the Good Moral Character Staff Action Report



Ms. Young submitted her report for those initial licensure applications approved between 9/2/21 and 10/6/21 pursuant to BORID Staff Action Policy 14-01.  The Board had no questions for Ms. Young.


5.
Review of the General Session Minutes of the Board Meeting and Complaint Committee Meetings on September 1, 2021


Mr. Mills noted he discovered several errors in the draft minutes from the Board and Complaint Committee meetings on September 1, 2021.  Consequently, Mr. Mills informed the Board he will review those minutes and make corrections as appropriate and then submit the minutes to the Board for its consideration at its next meeting on November 3, 2021.

The Board took its morning recess at 10:03 a.m. and resumed its meeting at 10:15 a.m.



Before beginning the consideration of several pending complaints and staff assignments, Dr. DuLong noted that an investigator mistakenly referred to 234 CMR 5.02 in her report when the correct section should have been listed as 234 CMR 8.00; Mr. Mills agreed and Ms. Young noted the Board members should not rely on the regulatory or statutory provisions listed by an investigator in a report as the Board must decide which regulatory or statutory provision has been violated by a licensee based upon the evidence submitted to the Board.

Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0207: Dr. Damian D. Meola
Dr. Seema Jacob and Dr. Richard Miller recused themselves from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2019-0207: Dr. Damian D. Meola.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.  

	Issue:
	Employment of two unlicensed dental assistants


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board the licensee is part owner of a dental practice with another dentist and has indicated he takes no part in the hiring or firing decisions of staff.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee’s partner confirmed this statement.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 4 Hours:  Risk management

· 1 Hour:   Ethics

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong, Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, 

Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0043: Gutezaida Gragirenes, RDA
Dr. Seema Jacob recused herself from the discussion and vote of the Board on DEN-2019-0043: Gutezaida Gragirenes, RDA.
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter. 

	Issue:
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board the licensee practiced on an expired license from 11/1/15 to 4/3/19 when her license was finally reactivated.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee has not responded to the complaint but noted she did speak with the licensee on 3/5/21.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee’s license is current; Ms. El-Majdoubi replied it is noting it is scheduled to expire on 10/31/21.  Ms. Stultz noted the licensee completed the CEUs required to reactivate her license but practiced for two cycles without a valid license.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following conditions and remedial coursework:

· 4 Hours:  Risk management

· 3 Hour:   Ethics

· Proof of the licensee’s completion of 12 CEUs for the 2019-2021 licensure cycle

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Patricia Wu

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Richard T. Miller; Dr. Michael Scialabba Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Patricia Wu, Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0193: Dr. John H. Walsh
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter. 

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board this licensee is an associate dentist at a dental practice where a dental assistant practiced on an expired license from 11/1/17 to 9/12/19.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted this licensee has no participation in the process of hiring or firing staff.  However Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee was unable to provide any CEUs from the 2016-2018 licensure cycle and was deficient several CEUs for the 2018-2020 cycle.  Dr. Trowbridge asked if the licensee had remediated the deficient CEUs; Ms. El-Majdoubi replied he did but only for the 2018-2020 cycle noting the licensee told her he would provide his certificates for the 2016-2018 cycle but had yet to do so.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework and conditions:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

· 1 Hour:   Ethics

· Proof of 40 CEUs for the 2016-2018 licensure cycle

· Proof of 40 CEUs for the 2020-2022 licensure cycle

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.
· The courses in risk management and ethics may be used to satisfy some of the 40 CEUs required for the 2020-2022 licensure cycle
If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0008: Dr. Maria G. Marquez
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board this licensee employed a dental assistant who practiced on an expired license from 11/1/17 to 5/31/18 and noted the licensee only completed 27 CEUs during the 2016-2018 licensure cycle and 34 CEUs during the 2018-2020 licensure cycle.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the licensee failed to complete an opioid course during both cycles and only completed an infection control course during the 2016-2018 cycle.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework and conditions:

· 3 Hours:  Risk management

· 1 Hour:    Ethics

· Proof of the successful completion of 19 CEUs, including coursework on safe and effective opioid prescribing/pain mgmt. and the CDC Guidelines, to remediate her CEU deficiencies for the 2016-2018 and 2018-2020 cycles.

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Deborah El-Majdoubi
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0022: Dr. Nicholas R. Franco
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
	Issue:
	Failure to report criminal activity to the Board


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. El-Majdoubi informed the Board the licensee was arrested for assault within 30 days as required but she did note the licensee disclosed his arrest when renewing his license.  Ms. El-Majdoubi noted the criminal charges against the licensee were eventually dismissed.


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 2 Hours:    Ethics

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Dr. Stephen DuLong  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0069: Dr. Vandna S. Chawla
Andrea Burke, Esq. was present on behalf of the licensee, via WebEx, for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter. 

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the dental assistant at issue practiced on an expired license from 11/1/19 to 1/31/20 but noted the licensee denies the allegation claiming the dental assistant only worked part-time and that she was not in charge of employee requirements.
Dr. DuLong asked if a complaint had been opened against the dentist who owned this practice; Ms. Bueno replied it was but noted that matter is still being investigated.



	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found with an advisory letter on the requirements regarding the posting of licenses.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge 

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 




Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0174: Naomi N. Wimer, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Issue:
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the complaint alleges the licensee practiced on an expired license from 11/1/15 to 9/9/19 but noted the licensee denies the allegation and the dentist employer says the licensee’s training began in May 2019.  Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee practiced in Connecticut for years; Ms. Bueno replied she did.  Dr. Trowbridge noted the licensee tried to retroactively apply a letter of intent and Ms. Stultz asked if that option did not apply to this licensee.  Ms. Young replied if the licensee practiced as a dental assistant in another state, then she is not eligible to use the letter of intent exception and must apply for a license.  


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 4 Hours:    Risk management

· 1 Hour:     Ethics

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Thomas Trowbridge  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0175: Dr. Barbara W. Freed 

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter. 

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee is a co-owner of the dental practice that employed Ms. Wimer and noted the licensee indicates the dental assistant’s training began in May 2019.  Ms. Bueno also noted the licensee did not complete a BLS certification course during the 2016-2018 licensure cycle and failed to complete an opioid course during the 2016-2018 and 2018-2020 cycles.  But Ms. Bueno noted the licensee remediated this deficiency in Dec. 2020.


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 4 Hours:    Risk management

· 3 Hours:    Ethics

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Patricia Wu

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch

Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 
(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2019-0176: Dr. Gordon A. Freed 

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter. 

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee is the other co-owner of the dental practice that employed Ms. Wimer and that this licensee was deficient 5 CEUs for the 2016-2018 licensure cycle and failed to complete an opioid course during the 2018-2020 cycle.  But Ms. Bueno noted the licensee remediated that deficiency by Dec. 2020


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework:

· 4 Hours:    Risk management

· 3 Hours:    Ethics

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None 

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0014: Lisa M. Rosati, RDA 

The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter. 

	Issue:
	CEU violation


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee admitted to Ms. Young that she renewed her license but failed to do any CEUs during the 2015-2017 and 2017-2019 cycles.  Ms. Bueno also noted the licensee has failed to respond to this complaint. Ms. Stultz asked if the licensee is currently working in Massachusetts; Ms. Bueno replied she did not know but noted the licensee had yet to renew her license and her licensee is scheduled to expire on 10/31/21.


	Motion:
	To offer a Consent Agreement for Stayed Probation for 6 Months to include the completion of the following remedial coursework and conditions:

· 4 Hours:  Risk management

· 3 Hours:    Ethics

· Proof of the successful completion of 24 CEUs for the 2015-2017 and 2017-2019 licensure cycles

· Proof of the successful completion of 12 CEUs for the 2019-2021 licensure cycle

· Stayed probation period may be terminated early by the licensee upon evidence of the successful completion of the coursework and ethics/jurisprudence exam as stated.

If this agreement is not accepted by the licensee, the matter will be referred to prosecution.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch  

	Discussion (cont’d):
	Dr. Scialabba asked why not probation or an offer to leave the profession; Ms. Stultz replied that would be appropriate if the licensee fails to respond to this offer of a consent agreement.



	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None 

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0061: Adera Hanna, RDA
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.
	Issue:
	Unlicensed practice by a dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee practiced on an expired license from 11/1/15 to Sept. 2017 but there is no evidence to support the allegation of unlicensed practice.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee admitted she did not provide a current copy of her resume with her reactivation application so the dates on the resume she did provide were incorrect.  Ms. Bueno noted the dentist employer confirmed the licensee’s dates of employment.


	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found.



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None 

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0062: Dr. Maria Vasilakis
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant


	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board this licensee employed Ms. Hanna.


	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found with an advisory letter on the CEU requirements.


	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz

	Second:
	Dr. Richard T. Miller  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None 

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)



Complaint Resolution – Investigator Jaris Bueno
--In the Matter of DEN-2020-0064: Dr. Robert G. Stein
The licensee was not present for the discussion and vote of the Board on this matter.

	Issue:
	Employment of an unlicensed dental assistant



	Materials Reviewed:
	Investigative report with attachments

	Discussion: 
	Ms. Bueno informed the Board the dental assistant at issue practiced on an expired license from Sept. 2016 to February 2020 but noted the licensee denies the allegation claiming he is not the practice owner and has no involvement in the hiring or firing of dental staff.  Ms. Bueno noted the licensee was deficient 9 CEUs for the 2018-2020 cycle but the licensee remediated that deficiency by May 2020.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if a complaint was opened against the dentist owner; Ms. Bueno replied it was.



	Motion:
	To dismiss the complaint as no evidence of violation found with an advisory letter on the CEU requirements.



	Motion Made By:
	Dr. Michael Scialabba

	Second:
	Ms. Jacyn Stultz  

	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch
Opposed:  None
Abstain:  None 

(Ms. Ailish Wilkie was not present for the vote of the Board)


Flex Session:
1.
Public hearing on proposed changes to 234 CMR on 10/5/21


Dr. Trowbridge noted there were very few comments offered during the public hearing and nothing said was particularly controversial.  Dr. Trowbridge noted some comments were directed to the proposed expansion of the delegable duties for OJT dental assistants in that the proposed changes were opposed.  Dr. Scialabba agreed with Dr. Trowbridge and also noted nothing substantive was said by the commentators.  Ms. Stultz asked if any written comments were received; Dr. Trowbridge replied written comments are not submitted to Ms. Young but rather the announcement includes instructions on how to submit written comments.  Ms. Young noted she was surprised by the Mass. Dental Assistants Association objection to the radiation health and safety course offered by the Mass. Dental Society.    
2.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if there has been any update on returning to in-person Board meeting and whether any options other than meeting at 250 Washington Street are available.  Mr. Mills noted the Board did meet once at the old veterans’ administration bldg. when staff was moving within 239 Causeway Street.  Dr. Scialabba suggested exploring the use of the office/conference rooms at the offices of the insurance commission.  Ms. Stultz asked if the Board could use the conference rooms at the offices of the Board of Registration in Medicine.  

3.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if the Board course to be offered at the Yankee Dental Congress in late January 2022 will follow the same format; Ms. Young replied it will likely follow the same format.  Ms. Stultz asked if that format would be used for the second Board course designed for dental assistants and offered to work with Ms. Young on that project.
4.
Ms. Stultz reported she is scheduled to participate in a site visit with CODA at the Southeast Technical Institute dental assisting program in So. Easton, MA in early November and that the site visit is currently scheduled to be in person.  Ms. Young noted that visit will be important in determining the Board’s requirements for licensure as expanded functions dental assistants.  
5.
Dr. Jacob asked about the TOEFL requirement for foreign trained dentists applying for limited licensure noting that it is often difficult for these individuals to achieve a passing score on the TOEFL exam.  Ms. Young noted there are a few other options such as proof an applicant has completed a post-graduate specialty program or advanced degree at a CODA-accredited dental school or at a university in the US that is accepted in lieu of a passing score on the TOEFL exam.  
6.
Dr. Trowbridge asked if there has been any follow up with the Mass. Dental Society on their dental assisting project.  Ms. Young replied she did not know as she never received any further information from the MDS regarding their promotional efforts on attracting individuals to the dental assisting profession.  Ms. Young did note that Board staff has since learned the MDS posted templates on their website for the letter of intent document and for the agreement not to take radiographs until properly trained but nothing else.  Dr. Scialabba noted he contacted the MDS as well but he didn’t receive anything in response to his inquiry.
	Motion:
	At 11:39 a.m. to adjourn the meeting



	Motion Made By:
	Ms. Ailish Wilkie

	Second:
	Ms. Stacy Haluch


	Vote:
	In Favor:  Dr. Michael Scialabba, Dr. Stephen DuLong; Dr. Thomas Trowbridge, Dr. Richard T. Miller, Dr. Patricia Wu, Dr. Seema Jacob; Ms. Jacyn Stultz, Ms. Stacy Haluch, Ms. Ailish Wilkie
Opposed:  None

Abstain:  None 



Respectfully submitted,

Barbara A. Young, RDH
Executive Director
Date:
November 1, 2021
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