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Dear Chairman Tierney: 

I am writing on behalf of the Northeast Seafood Coalition (NSC) in response to the 
Draft Principles and Recommendations of the Massachusetts Ocean Manageme Task Force 
(OMTF). We wish to express our concerns relative to duplicative efforts between the OMTF 
and,� J?ivi$i<m,  of� fishe.rie11. concerning the management commercial activity 
in 'staiciwatei-s: 1  
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.. . . ,:.�re detailing these concerns, we would like to applaud the OMTF in its effort to1  
craft.- compreheASive � p� �.� P�oP«Ir � offshore development and 
oversee the impacts pf landsbased'projects :on our marine resources. Gaps exist within 
Commonwealth 1>9licy and nui.l)agement over developnient that may negatively: impact the 
Commonwealth's marine ecosystem and �fishing communities. We appreciate the OMTF's 
attempts to bridge these gaps. 

However, as a representative,ofthe commercial fishing and seafood industry our 

au� i1 draup to Beoommendatioll.f#9 .. This �emlatjon PF.9��J!!at __ -· ____ _ 
"environrn� agencies hav� the statutory authority to designate and protect areas that have 
special. sensitive, and/or unique estuarin and mari� habitat life." We have grave concerns 
with this recornrrumdation. It lacks a clear r;Jefinition of habitat; and thus, represents a 
potentia disruption in the current jurisdiction over fisheries manageme. To alleviate these 
concerns, .the OMTF �� to !llearly. define the marine habitats it is looking to protect: We 
contend that. the OMTF needs to define a. precise line between marine habitats that are 
.closely li�,io w.mrn��ial.t\�hirig and ihos� that are'tied to offshore;or land-based ..•• ' • ,.c .. .1r. ,., • ' ,. • ' • • • 
develonnumt .• -.·:,.• 1 ·•""'i'/, ··,-., 
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Wid1out such specification, there is a potential for commercial fishing activity to be 
• ri,gulated by an agency other di.ant he Commonwealth's Division of Marine Fisheries (DMF). 
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Such an action is unacceptable. DMF should have exclusive authority over the regulation of 
commercial fishing in state waters. Thus, any habitat decisions that would affect the 
regulation or management of fishing activity should reside under DMF. DMF has the 
jurisdiction and expertise to manage fishing activities and this authority should be preserved. 

Rather than introducing an additional agency into the fold, the OMTF should 
concentre on coordina efforts between agencies in the current system. Furthermore, the 
OMTF recommendations must recognize that existing state .�d federal law mandate the 
protection of marine species and habitats. The only gap that exists is a clear and 
comprehensive process for permitting the extraction of non-renewable resources, and the 
placement of structures and the impacts they may have on the marine environment. 

Greater funding is needed for existing authorities and the continuing development of 
sound management and protection practices consider the impact of mining activities and the 

- pfiicement ofsti'iici. • -·- -

Both the Office of Coastal Zone Management and the Division of Marine Fisheries 
are severely undermanned and under funded agencies. Apparently, more money is needed not 
a new level ofbureaucracy. We urge the Task force to concentrate on a strategy to 
adequately fund the CZM & DMF, and to enable them to do their jobs effectively. 

Thank you for time and attention to this important matter. 

Sincerely, 

!f!�1t� 
Executive Director 
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