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PROCEEDI NGS

JOHN ROVANO  Good norni ng, everybody.
My name is John Romano. | amthe Director of Qutdoor
Advertising for MassDOI. We are here today for the
February 13, 2020 hearing for the Ofice of Qutdoor
Adverti sing.

The first order of business, on the
table to ny left is a sign-in sheet. |If you didn't
sign in on your way in, you can do so before you | eave
and that will be part of the transcript and record of
t he heari ng.

There is also a copy of today’ s agenda,
and al so a copy of the regular session mnutes from
January 9, 2020 if you would like a copy.

So, speaking of that, are there any
coments, questions, or changes fromthe January 9'"
public neeting regular session m nutes?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO  Seeing none, we will mark
t hose approved.

Actual ly, one other item of
housekeepi ng before |I forget. This neeting is

accessible to people with disabilities and individuals

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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with limted English proficiency. |If you filed a
request with us for assistive technol ogy, sign

| anguage, alternate format docunents, an interpreter,
transl ated docunents, or other such services to be
avai |l abl e here today, please see Lydia -- please raise
your hand -- if you haven’t yet received the

assi stance you need.

It is ny understandi ng that nobody
requested that in advance.

We al so coul d have anplification
devices available fromLydia if anybody needs them
If you need any other simlar assistance to
partici pate today, please |let Lydia know and we wil|l
do our best to assist you. O course, if we know
about it in advance, we will be sure to have it here
when the hearing starts.

Thank you very nuch.

The next itemon the agenda -- | have
to get used to witing 2020 still -- the first itemon
the agenda is HUB Advertising LLC. This is for two
permts, 434-454 Blue H Il Avenue in the Cty of
Boston, Application 2020001 and 002. They are two
structures -- actually, one structure, tw permts,

attached si de-by-side facing west.

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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The notification fromny office was
sent to both the mayor and the city clerk on January
7, 2020.

| s the applicant present?

RI CHARD LYNDS: Good norning, M.
Director. Attorney R chard Lynds on behal f of HUB
Adverti sing.

JOHN ROVANO  Thank you, sir.

| s anybody here representing the
muni ci pality where the signs are being proposed?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO No. Are there any
abutters present here today?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANG. No. Is anyone here from
the MassDOT District Ofice?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO:. No. MassDOT Traffic
Operations is not applicable as these are static
permts.

M. Lynds, was certified nmail notice to
abutters sent out by the Applicant at |east 30 days
prior to submtting your application to ny office?

RI CHARD LYNDS: Yes, M. Director.

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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JOHN ROVANO And the letter that was
sent, you did give ne a copy and a copy of the post
office receipts. | have those as part of your
package.

RI CHARD LYNDS: Yes.

JOHN ROVANO  That’s correct?

RI CHARD LYNDS: That's correct.

JOHN ROVANO  Thank you, sir.

Have you received any witten comments
in support of or opposition to this application?

RI CHARD LYNDS: Not that |’ m aware.

JOHN ROVANO  Nei ther have we. W’ ve
recei ved none.

And, special permt or variance, M.
Lynds? This is being built on an Alteration Permt
Nunber 953384, and you have submitted that. That has
been signed off on the application by the Gty of
Boston, and both of us have had comruni cations with
the Gty, and that is okay with them and that is how
we will go forward with that. |Is that your
under st andi ng?

RI CHARD LYNDS: M understanding is the
board that’s being proposed is in conpliance, and

there’s a building permt that’s been duly issued by

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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the Gty of Boston for the proposed bill board.

JOHN ROVANO  Perfect. That’'s our
understanding as well, and the City of Boston has
informed nme of that. So, thank you

kay. |I’mgoing to have ny field
i nspector give his report on this.

CHRI STOPHER CHAVES: Thanks, John.

As you nentioned, this is a proposed
one structure, two --

JOHN ROVANO  I'msorry, Chris. Just
say your nane for the record, please.

CHRI STOPHER CHAVES: Ch, Chris Chaves,
C h-a-v-e-s.

And, as you had nentioned, this is a
proposed rooftop sign, one structure, two signs facing
the sanme direction. There are no spacing issues to
any other permtted signs in the area as well as any
critical areas within 300 feet, parks, recreational
area, conservation |land. There are no neasurenments to
be taken.

JOHN ROVANO So, froma field
perspective, this neets the CWR?

CHRI STOPHER CHAVES: |t does.

JOHN ROVANO. M. Lynds, anything you'd

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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like to add to your application at this tinme?

RI CHARD LYNDS: | have nothing further,
M. Director. Thank you.

JOHN ROVANO  Any comments, questi ons,
or concerns, from anybody in the audi ence?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO  kay. Seeing none, we
will take this under advisenent and we will get back
to you.

RI CHARD LYNDS: Thank you very nuch.

JOHN ROVANO  Thank you.

The next itemon the agenda -- sorry
about that, just trying to get the paperwork in order
here -- is an application from Cove Qutdoor LLC. It
is O Finnell Drive, Wynouth, Mssachusetts,

Appl i cation 2020D004 and DOO5.

Noti ce was sent on January 10, 2020 to
the mayor and the city clerk by ny office.

I's the applicant present?

EDWARD O SULLI VAN: Yes, M. Director.
Edward O Sul livan, Cove Qutdoor. |’mjoined by Peter
MO ary as wel | .

JOHN ROVANO |I's anyone here

representing the nmunicipality for where this is being

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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pr oposed?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANG:. Are there any abutters
present today? GCkay. So, what |'mgoing to do is |
wi Il have you speak at this time if you would I|ike.
I"I'l call you one at a tinme. You can just, you know,
be in your seat. You can stand up if you'd like.
Just please state your nane clearly. |If you think you
need a spelling for clarity for the transcriber, that
woul d be great. Ckay? So, we’'ll just go in order
fromthe front. |[If there’ s anything you want to

submt to be part of the transcript, you can do that

as well.
So, we’'ll start with you, ma’ am
LAURI E ANN YERSLEY- DROGA N:  Thank you
Laurie Ann Yersley-Drogin. It’s witten over there.

It’s probably easier for you to do it that way than
for me to spell the whol e thing.

The Wetl ands Protection Act protects
not only the wetlands, but the |and subject to
fl oodi ng around those wetl ands. Forty percent at
| east of the land in question where the bill board
woul d go is wetlands. The |aw regul ates vegetation

renoval , regarding, and any construction within 100

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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feet of the wetl ands.

Entire states are taking neasures to
protect the environnment. In New Jersey, in fact, any
build at all has to pass an environnental test before
approve, at all, even if | put a porch on the back of
nmy house.

W’ ve all borne witness to things that
happened in Australia. The preservation of
environment and wildlife is a significant issue in our
worl d on any scale, even on this small scale. The
woods in question are habitat for deer, birds of prey,
squirrels, coyotes, the occasional fox, frogs,
turkeys, rabbits, chipmunks, various birds, including
corvi ds.

The land is prone to light flooding.
And since the construction of a swimrng pool in the
nei ghbor hood outsi de the protected area, hones on ny
street, which abuts the | and, have experienced
basenent flooding. The house directly next door to ne
now has a regularly wet basenent. That was not the
case before the building of a sinple sw mmng pool.

Peopl e in the nei ghborhood use wel |
water. \What woul d any construction do to the water in

t hese people’s wells?

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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When | bought ny house, which abuts to
the property now owned by M. Bristol, | was told that
no build would ever take place because the | and was
protected wetlands. Any construction woul d be
di sruptive to an ecosystemthat is already fragile.

That said, | recognize the nature of
business. If we are assured that a billboard will not
di srupt the fragile ecosystem of the woods, and this
i ncl udes the access to the billboard, power provision,
and the actual structure, | would go along with it on
the condition that the remai nder of the property be
put in the hands of the Town of Wynouth to be
desi gnat ed open space in perpetuity. In 2019, the
nei ghbor hood was assured that such a deal was in
place. Had it not been, there would be no tal k of
bi I | boards right now.

If we have a signed agreenent in place,
and if the ecosystemis shown to be able to sustain
the construction of a billboard al ong the hi ghway, |
will not fight the billboard. But I want a good
ecosystem study done to nake sure that the bill board
itself won’t disrupt the ecosystem

The Wetl ands Protection Act protects

not only the wetlands, but it covers the gradation.

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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The gradation will change with any construction at
all, including that of a bill board.

Thank you.

JOHN ROVANO  Thank you

Next ?

GARRETT MACDOUGALL: Garrett
MacDougal I, Ma-c-D-o0-u-g-a-1-1.

So, this is a -- Laurie’ s point about
the environnent is very inportant | think. 1’m going
to focus on what this does to inpact the nei ghborhoods
and all the residents in that area.

First, back up a little bit. There's
two permit -- there’s two billboards with two facings
each permtted on 611 and 613. One of them has been
st opped because there’s been so nuch outcry by the
nei ghbor hood because it absolutely [it up the South
Weynmouth area with these two billboards. So, you ve
got Century Road peopl e conpl ai ni ng about com ng hone
at night and, all of a sudden, seeing a 40-foot LCD
panel in their window So, that’s probably nunber
one. The Town tried to mtigate this with Cove.
They’ ve been goi ng back and forth. And the residents
are basically taking the brunt of this because what

the decision is to be done here is to nove one of the

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100

11



© 00 N o o b~ w N PP

N N N NN R R PR R R R R R
A W N B O © O N O 00 A W N B O

O fice of Qutdoor Advertising February 13, 2020

bi I | boards, because if they |light up another one it’s
going to be just as bad for the Century Road peopl e,
and they're going to nove it over to Finnell Drive,
which is in ny neighborhood, which is going to |ight
up anot her nei ghbor hood. Ckay?

Here’'s the problemw th this whole
plan. 1t’s garbage. Because here’'s the problem |If
you |l ook at the pictures, there’'s too many residences
on these roads. Billboards are fine in places that
aren’t inpacting residents. These people bought their
hones, they bought their property, w thout bill boards,
40, 50, 60 years ago, even five years ago. Al of a
sudden, now they conme hone fromwork at night and
they’ ve got a billboard Iighting up their house.
That's probl em nunber one. The Town’'s tried to solve
the problemw th Cove. They' ve been goi ng back and
forth. And now the problemis going to be solved by
i ghting up anot her nei ghborhood and permtting this
one on a piece of property owned by the sane people
that own the property on Pleasant Street, the Bristol
famly.

And, look it, what's really inportant
here is quality of life. [If you bought your hone in

Weynout h, and all of a sudden you cone hone at night

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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and you’ ve got a 50-foot LCD panel |ighting up your
house, that’s not what you signed up for. That’s not
what you bought your house for. You re changing the
scope, the ergonom cs, and the whol e part of people’s
lifestyles in the Town of Weynout h.

And it’s predatory. This is all for
revenue. This is all for noney. And | get that. And
I understand conpletely that this is about spinning
ads and maki ng noney and the Town is going to share
some revenue. But they're trying to fix the problem
by noving the problem You nove the problemover to
Finnell Drive. You can |look at that picture. There’'s
Tirrell across the street that’'s going to get lit
right up. Do we want that? Hell, no. W don't want
t hat .

So, what’s going to happen here is
you' re going to have this billboard is going to go up
and people are going to start conpl aining again. And
then they' re going to have to dimit. Then they' re
going to try to put |ight-blocking technology. By the
way, nobody can show us |ight-blocking technology in
Massachusetts that works. W’ ve been asking for it.
Nobody’ s been able to show that. Okay?

If you | ook at the plans that went down

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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and how the due diligence was done on this process, it
was done by the billboard conpany. There was no third
party comng in here and showing us that this is going
to affect this nei ghborhood, here s the outlying

nei ghbor hoods that are going to be applied to it. No.
Thi s conpany cane in roughshod, put a billboard up,
and basically ruined people s hones because now you’ ve
got people wanting to sell their homes because they're
| ooking at a billboard across the street that’s
essentially nowtheir view Rght? It would be great
if they showed the Patriots on Sunday. It would be
fantastic. But they're not. They' re show ng ads for
Davi os. Wi wants to see that, right? | nmean let’s
be honest here.

So, I'mtotally against this. This is
ny nei ghborhood now. Now the problems been noved.
You' re going to accept another pernmt to fix the other
probl en? No, that doesn’t happen. That’s not
supposed to happen. That's why we’re here today.

That’s all I'l1 say.

JOHN ROVANG. Thank you, sir.

KATHY SWAIN.  Kathy Swain, S-wa-i-n.

M. Romano, | sent you a packet that

you' ve got.

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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JOHN ROVANO W got that.

KATHY SWAIN:.  And the first thing --
one of the first things in the packet that | sent you
was the current push on distracted driving. The state
has just adopted | aws because we realize it’'s a
problem And, right here on this, it says bill boards
is one thing that distracts drivers. Studies show
that taking your eye off the road for two seconds, you
can put yourself at risk of an accident.

The location of this billboard is very
close to an off-ranp and an on-ranp.

GARRETT MACDQUGALL: Right on the on-
ranp.

KATHY SWAIN.  That bill board, that
area, |’'ve also included statistics from MassDOT over
the past three years that there’s been a total of 74
accidents just in that one area. So, if the state is
serious about conbating distracted driving, then this
| ocation is not the location for a billboard. |If the
state puts safety first, 613 is a better |ocation.

I know you’ ve been in contact with our
mayor. And | know that he’s given you facts of what
he feels why Finnell is a better location. | also

sent you both maps of 613 and Finnell. And if you

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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| ook at the nunmber of hones in Finnell in the direct
viewing area, it will have nore inpact there, not |ess
inpact. So, the fact that you re being told that
Finnell will have less inpact is not really true.

Now, we were told back I think in
Cctober, the neeting with Cove LLC, that they were
willing to put up a crane with a ball 50 feet in the
air and one down at 613 so we could actually eval uate
who woul d see these bill boards and from what, you
know, what | ocation, because when Century Road
happened, it was the topography of the area that
caused the problem Well, this area, too, everything
goes up fromthere. So, the topography is another
i ssue.

The land. W have heard since 2017
about this | and deal that we’ ve never seen. [It’s not
inwiting. And whether the mayor says he has a deal,
he m ght have. W don’t know what Ji mry Bri stol
t hi nks, the owner of the land. And any agreenent for
| and needs to be in witing, otherwise, it’s not a
valid agreenent. So, we’'re opposing it on that basis,
al so, that there is no agreenent. And so you give the
permt, you re giving him Jimy Bristol, the right to

devel op the | and and have his bill board and we have no

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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recourse because now we know, once this permt
happens, it’s not goi ng away.

And then, one thing that really
bot hered us is in Novenber 12, 2019, at a neeting in
the Town Council chanbers, resident Bob Del aney
guestioned the Finnell site would be given as an
alternative to us. W were being shown these
di agrans, and Finnell was the alternative. And he
said, “How can that be if it requires an exenption
fromthe state and a state hearing hasn’t occurred
yet ?”

And if you | ook at that map of that
area, that’s not a commercial corridor. That's not
where billboards go. That is trees and residenti al
homes. Unfortunately, 613 is an industrial park that
the permit doesn’'t need that waiver, unfortunately for
t he nei ghbors down there.

What happened was the town solicitor
responded, and this was his response, and this is a
quote, “The mayor, Christine, and I, in conversations
wi th MassDOT and the governor’s office, have been
assured that a waiver would be granted if applied
for.” That is what we spent the whol e sumer doi ng.

So, if you | ook at the Mass. GCeneral

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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Laws on Chapter 268A, Section 2, “...offers or
prom ses to influence official acts.”

Section 2(a): “Wuoever, directly or
indirectly, corrupts, gives, or offers or prom ses
anything of value to any state, county or nunici pal
enpl oyee.” So, we were told that this was assured
when we’re here today. So ny question is why are we
here today? Wat’'s the reason for that?

Qur mayor, with the stroke of a pen,
signed off on an application for tw two-faced
bi |l boards. Even though it’s pernmissible for a town
to add their own regul ations and restrictions, none
were added. There was no inpact study done to
determne a location of |east inpact. There was no
di scussion with town counsel with any of the process.
There was no thought given to the fact that |ocating
two billboards a thousand feet away could inpact the
sane nei ghborhoods. But now this becones our problem
because they didn’t think of it.

The first billboard was built and it
was turned on, |like Gary said. The adm nistration and
t he nei ghborhood were both in shock. Wat a m stake.
The residents wanted to take -- make this m stake

corrected. But here’'s the reality of this situation.

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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The rul es and regul ati ons of 700 CVR are not for the
control and restriction of billboards. They are
witten to allow the billboard industry to control and
restrict the public response.

Today, right here, a hearing, 11:00
a.m in Boston. How do people get here? How do
el derly nei ghbors get here? Someone has to take a
vacation day. People have children. So, right now
we're going to score one for the billboard industry
and zero for the public.

In the 16 pages of regulations in 700
CVR, the words “revoke” and “not renew’ are witten 29
times. The current Director has never revoked or not
renewed a permt. It is an illusion that this process
even exists. The mnute the billboard at 611 was
operational, regulations had no neaning, such as 700
CVR 3.03: “Any action relating to signs or outdoor
advertising that adversely inpacts the public health,
safety, welfare, or environnent.”

O, or 700 3.07(4): “No permt shal
be granted for a sign which the Director determn nes
woul d not be in harnony with or suitable for the
surroundi ng area or would do significant danmage to the

visual environnment.” | can show you a picture of a

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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resident’s house on Century Road that billboard is
hangi ng over and it |looks like a UFO is |anding on
t heir house.

The state requirenents for notification
to abutters is inadequate. | called and spoke with
M . Romano about ny concern, the lack of notification
for 611 Pleasant Street. His response was it was up
to the nunicipality to informresidents. However, our
mayor, just quoted in the paper, “The Town has no
control over wording of the notification.” The state
says it’s responsible -- it’s the responsibility of
the Town, and the mayor of the Town says they have no
control over the notification. The state should not
just rely on a municipality who has no prior
experience with the bill board permtting process.
There is no reason the state could not require
notification processes that make the |ocation and
inmplications of the billboards transparent to the
residents that may be affected. And they’ ve done the
same thing at Finnell.

These people here, a |l ot of these
people still have no idea a billboard is comng. They
just yesterday put the map on the Weynouth News if

peopl e get the newspaper. But there’s nothing on the

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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Town website that tells them There's no way for them
to get any information. And the notice that they sent
out by Cove actually said, “You don’'t need to respond

to this letter.” So, they will not be revoked and

t hey are always renewed.

Many of the people negatively affected
by the billboard at 611 were unaware of that bill board
even being built until it was constructed. So now
it's billboard industry two, public zero.

Last year, the billboard industry made
$8.5 billion. Profits generated by bill board
conpani es can reach up to 50 percent before
depreciation and taxes. It could be considered an
easi er way to nmake qui ck noney.

Federal |aw exists that requires
governnments, entities, to pay permt holders and
| andowners for the renmoval of lawfully permtted
bill boards. And this is why, this is the exact reason
why a permt is never revoked or not renewed. The
estimate to renove or revoke the permt at 611 cane in
at $13.8 million for the Town of Weynouth, 13.8. One
guy with the stroke of a pen nakes a bad deci sion and
we have to pay $13.8 nmillion, which we cannot do.

700 CVR 3.09, License and Permt

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100
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Revocation. “If it is determned that a permt has
been issued in error,” and the houses were it up.

And they even admt they didn't realize it would

bot her the area, the permt may be revoked. So, you
have that in your laws. It may be revoked. But you
woul d have to enter into a settlenent agreenent with
the pernmit holder. The state’s not going to pay $13.8
mllion. Al right? And the Town can’'t afford it.
Now we’re at billboard industry three, public zero.

M st akes can be made. M stakes can be
corrected. In professional sports, they use instant
repl ay because the nost inportant thing is to get the
call right so the gane is fair. This is not the case
when you are on the court with the billboard industry.
There is nothing fair about this entire process.

The preanbl e of the Massachusetts state
constitution: “The end of the institution,
mai nt enance, and adm ni stration of governnent, is to
secure the existence of the body politic, to protect
it, and to furnish the individuals who conpose it with
the power of enjoying in safety and tranquility their
natural rights, and the blessings of life: and
whenever these great objects are not obtained, the

peopl e have a right to alter the governnent, and to
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t ake neasures necessary for their safety, prosperity
and happi ness.”

The people have the right to alter the
governnment, to take neasures for their safety,
prosperity, and happi ness. These regul ations, both
federal and state, need to change to protect the
people, not the billboard industry. W’re just asking
for a fair playing field.

Thank you

JOHN ROVANO  Thank you. Are there
ot her abutters that would |ike to speak?

Yes, sir. Please state your nane.

DAVI D LARSSON: David Larsson, L-a-r-s-

S-0-n
I’"mhere just to basically support the

previous speakers. | live on Belnont Street, which is

part of the abutting area. | will not be inpacted,

but | have nei ghbors further down the road near the
hi ghway that will as well as ny fell ow Weynout h
citizens across the way.

As you can see and they’ re reinforced,
this is not a coomercial area. And to put up
something that requires two exceptions to be made

shoul d nmake you think about really is this the correct
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place to do this. There is no commercial at all in

t he woods, other than a few birds and ki ds hangi ng out
periodic. There are sone -- a couple of stores up the
street, but this is primarily a residential area.

The other issue is to support Kathy.
Wth those 74 accidents over three years, that area
itself is not a very safe area. Now when you put up a
50-foot glaring ball of light with words on it, I
don’t see howthat’'s going to inprove the safety
there. And with both an on- and off-ranp w thin that
area, | don’t know how that’s going to inprove the
safety in that area at all.

And, thirdly, out of the blue, these
street areas are all owned by the sane conpany, al
having to do with having to reconstruct the area in
order to make it happen, suggests to nme even, and to a
few ot her people, it just doesn’'t snell right.

I was a Weynouth citizen for, you know,
going on 40 years. W haven't experienced this
before. W were waylaid a little bit in regards to
the overlay. W’re trying to fix that now and neke
that right. And putting this at Finnell Drive is not
the way to do it.

JOHN ROVANOG. Thank you, sir.
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Any ot her abutters?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO  kay. |s anyone present
fromthe MassH ghway -- MassDOT District H ghway
Ofice?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO  No. Anyone present from
MassDOT Traffic Operations?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO So, while this is a
digital billboard, MassDOT State Traffic Engi neer’s
Oficeis required to review all digital applications.
They did review this one, as they do against their
criteria, and I will read the nmeno into the record
from Neil Boudreau, who is the Assistant Adm nistrator
of Traffic and Safety Engi neering.

“The Traffic and Safety Engi neering
section has conpleted its review of the proposed
digital board locations. The purpose of this review
was to identify the |ocations where the bill boards my
di stract driver attention away from either adjacent
traffic signs and signals or other roadway features.

W enphasi ze that none of the proposed

bill board I ocations will directly block a driver’s
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view fromany traffic control devices such as signs
and signals, or fromview ng the roadway alignment or
ot her features such as exit and entrance ranps.
Nevert hel ess, we point out that every proposed

di spl ay, regardl ess of |ocation, has at |east sone
potential to distract drivers fromtraffic contro
devi ces and/ or the roadway itself. Qur observations
are as follows.”

And this is forth both -- actually,

"1l read them separately.

So, Permt Nunber 2020D004: *“The
proposed construction of the new structure for this
DAB woul d be to the west side of Route 3, facing Route
3 southbound traffic. This section of highway has a
relatively straight alignment with Route 3 sout hbound
off-ranp to Route 18. There will be m ninum
interference as drivers have approximately 750 feet to
exit Route 3 southbound to the physical core. Based
on these observations, it is our judgnment that a
detailed traffic study of this location will not be
required.”

Perm t Nunmber D2020D005: “The proposed
construction of the new structure for this DAB will be

to the west side of Route 3, facing Route 3 northbound
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fromRoute 18. This section of highway has a
relatively straight alignment with Route 3 northbound
on-ranp traffic. There will be mninuminterference
as drivers have approximately 825 feet to enter Route
3 northbound fromthe Front Street overpass. Based on
t hese observations, it is our judgnent that a detailed
traffic study of this location will not be required.”

So, no further traffic study is
required for these two boards should they be approved.

Next, M. O Sullivan, was certified
mai | notice went to abutters by your office at |east
30 days prior to your submtting your application to
nmy office?

EDWARD O SULLIVAN: Yes, it was, M.
Director.

JOHN ROVANO  And | do have a copy of
the letter, and I do have a copy of the post office
receipts. You did submt that with your application.

EDWARD O SULLI VAN:  Yes, sir.

JOHN ROVANO  Thank you.

Have you received any witten coments
in support or opposition of your application?

EDWARD O SULLIVAN: No, | have not.

JOHN ROVANO. Okay. Just for the
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record, | have about 16 or 17 emmils and/or letters,
and they will be submtted as part of the transcript,
so they will becone part of the transcript for the
hearing. W’ 1l nmake sure that Dave has these. Wat
we do is at the end, we take any of these, the sign-in
sheet, etc., and we email themall and they wil |
becone part of the transcript records so people wll
have them So, | have -- we’ ve been keeping track of
these. And, as | said, | think it’s up to about 17,
16, roughly. And if we get any after the hearing, we
wi Il include those as well.

Ckay. And, special permt or variance,
t he mayor has signed off the app -- both applications
as in conformty with nunicipal bylaws. 1Is that your
understanding, M. O Sullivan?

EDWARD O SULLI VAN: Yes, it is.

JOHN ROVANO  Yeah, and that’s what we
have here in the application that was filed.

Wth that, | amgoing to ask ny
i nspector -- Marc, please identify yourself for the
record -- to give his field report.

MARC PLANTE: Thank you, John.

Marc Pl ante, OQA inspector, field

i nspect or.
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This is an application for a proposed
di gital nonopole billboard in the Town of Wynout h,
facing Route 3. One side will be to the north, facing
north. The other side will be facing south.

There is no spacing issue at all with
any other signs in the area. There's no park,
pl ayground, or recreational areas within 300 feet.
There are not two businesses within 500 feet of this
| ocation. The proposed |ocation does not neet 700 CVR
3.07 business requirenent. It neets all other state
and federal field criteria.

JOHN ROVANO  Thank you for your
report, Marc.

MARC PLANTE: Thank you.

JOHN ROVANO M. O Sullivan, based on
that field report, I do have a witten request from
you, and I will read it.

“The Town of Weynouth has asked us to
seek a waiver,” technically, it’s an exenption; there
are no waivers, “fromthe two business requirenment in
700 CVMR 3.0 for the current application for O Finnel
Drive. W have agreed. As part of that, we wll
return two of the following permt nunbers: 2018009
and...” -- 2018 -- excuse ne, “...008 and 9,
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simul taneously, if the waiver and permts are granted.
This is a substantial public benefit fromgranting

t hese exenptions and significant public loss if not
granted. Please see the attached letter of support
fromthe Town of Weynouth.”

Signed by Ed O Sullivan, Cove Qutdoor.

So, you’'re seeking an exenption from
the CVR for the two business requirenent.

EDWARD O SULLI VAN: W are.

JOHN ROVANO  Just so people are aware
t hat exenption is under review and has not been
granted at this tine.

Al so, we have, as you know from readi ng
the CVR -- you all seemto be famliar with it --
there is a requirenent -- one of the requirenents for
me to review in assessing the exenption is support
fromthe Town. And | do have a letter of support from
the Mayor of Weynouth for the exenption. So, | am
going to read that into the record.

“Dear M. Romano,” this is dated
Decenber 2, 2019. Again, this will be made part of
the record, just like all of the comments that were
submtted to us. The whole application, actually,

becones part of that.
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“I amwiting regarding Cove CQutdoor,
LLC s application for an electronic sign permt at
Finnell Drive in Weynouth and to express ny ful
support of this application. The Town of Wynouth has
been working diligently to inprove the aesthetics of
Route 3A in response to resident feedback and the need
to revitalize the corridor. 1In addition, the Town has
undergone initiatives to inprove the availability and
accessibility of the public parks in the comunity.

By approving this application for a digital billboard
to be located on the Finnell Drive site as indicated
in the applicant’s proposal, the Town will be able to
achi eve these goal s.

The existing static billboards that are
to be renoved are all owabl e under pre-existing zoning
and are perm ssible uses on the private |and al ong
Route 3A. The Town does not have authority to renove
the existing boards, and they can remain in perpetuity
unl ess the owner agrees to renove them Because of
this, the Towmn has been working with the owners and
Cove Qutdoor, LLC to renove the boards and conplete
the beautification of Route 3A. To acconplish the
renoval of the 3A billboards, the Town designated

specific locations through the zoning bylaw that woul d
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allow for the construction of up to three bill boards.
The Town approved two new, digital boards for a total
of up to four faces to be constructed under this
bylaw. The first of the two permtted bill boards,
| ocat ed northbound on Route 3, has been legally
permtted and constructed in accordance with the
MassDOT OFfice of Qutdoor Advertising and Signhage.
This application would allow for the construction of a
third billboard within the approved, zoned district
off of Finnell Drive. This application would include
t he exchange of permts already issued by MassDOT so
that only four billboard faces would be permtted.

The bill board proposed in this
application neets all the requirenments for the permt
Wi th the exception of the requirenent under 700 CVR
3.07(3) that there are at | east two business
activities within 500 feet of the proposed sign
| ocation. Despite this, the Town feels that the
construction of this billboard would result in many
positive benefits for Weynouth and is a uni que
situation that would warrant the granting of a waiver
for this provision.

In addition to the renoval of the

static Route 3A billboards, the permtting of this

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100

32



© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N N N NN R R PR R R R R R
A W N B O © O N O 00 A W N B O

O fice of Qutdoor Advertising February 13, 2020

bi I | board woul d achi eve several other goals of the
Town that woul d benefit the residents. The site is
currently zoned Light Industrial and has an existing
static sign board on site. The construction of the
new digital board would facilitate the renoval of the
old board. In addition, this proposal would allowthe
Town to purchase and preserve an approxi mately 40-acre
parcel of land for municipal use and the potenti al
expansi on of the Town’s Gagnon Park.” | hope |
pronounced that right. “The Town al so woul d receive
revenue fromthe advertisenents and be able to
appropriate that to purchase the adjoi ning open space
and all ocate to other nunicipal projects.

Cove Qutdoor, LLC has been extrenely
cooperative with the Towmn of Weynouth in our efforts
to secure benefits for the residents and Town t hrough
t he beautification of Route 3A, the renpoval of static
bill board faces, and acquisition of open space. The
granting of this application will enable the Town to
achi eve these goals and, therefore, we offer our
support and hope you will consider this application
and subsequent waiver request.”

And it’s signed by Robert L. Hedlund,
Mayor of Weynout h.

ATM, INC. Court Reporting Services
339-674-9100

33



© 00 N o o b~ w N P

N NN NN PR R R PR R R R R R
A W N P O © ® N~ O 01 b W N B O

34
O fice of Qutdoor Advertising February 13, 2020

That will be submtted as part of the
record as well.

One other thing I just also want to add
is that Cove Qutdoor did submt a surrender request
for the two permts at 613 Pleasant Street that would
go into effect should the permts for O Finnell Drive
be accept ed.

So, | just want to nmake sure that |
have all of that.

At this time, M. OSullivan, is there
anything you would like to add to your application?

EDWARD O SULLI VAN:  No, none, M.
Director. Thank you.

JOHN ROVANO  Thank you

Ckay. |Is there anybody el se who woul d
like to say anything in regards to this application
fromthe public?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO  kay. Seeing none, this
will be all taken under advisenment, including the
request for the exenption, and we will get back to
you, M. O Sullivan, on our determ nation.

Thank you all very nuch.

Ckay. Continuing on with the hearing,
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Item C, application for 2020 renewal of Qutdoor
Advertising License and Permits. There is a list of
several. Any questions, conments, or concerns on

t hose requests for renewal ?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO Ckay. And then, lastly,
second | ast, for the record, actions taken since the
| ast public hearing. Any questions on those?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO  None. Ckay.

Public comment. Any last public
comment before we cl ose?

(No response.)

JOHN ROVANO  kay. Seeing none, we
are adj ourned. Thank you all very nuch.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs were
concluded on February 13, 2020 at 11:42 a.m)

/11
/11
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Judith Luciano, do hereby certify that the
foregoing record is a true and accurate transcription of
t he proceedi ngs in the above-captioned matter to the best

of ny skill and ability.

Judi th Luci ano

**Al'l names not provided were spelled phonetically to
the best of ny ability.
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