
Welcome to the Open House for the 
I-90 Interchange Study

This presentation shares information on the 
study’s process, progress, and findings so far. 



The Planning Process



Study Process

MassDOT Planning Process

This is a conceptual planning study. It does 
not accomplish a final design or secure 
funding.
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Goals & Objectives / Evaluation Criteria
Purpose & Need Statement
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Traffic / Socio-economic / Land Use

Alternative Development / Screening of Alternatives
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Socio-economic / Structures / Costs

Final Report / Public Meeting

We are here!
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Gathering the Data



Traffic Count Program

Traffic Count Program
• Daily and peak hour traffic counts will be 

conducted throughout the study area over the next 
several weeks

• These counts will identify passenger vehicles, 
trucks, pedestrians and bicycles, as appropriate

• The counts will be used to test traffic operations on 
local and regional roadways and diversion to 
potential interchange locations



Traffic Count Program



Traffic Count Program

Traffic Count Program
• Existing data collection efforts have begun
• Substantial traffic data is available from several 

sources, including MassDOT and the I-90 All-
Electronic Tolling (AET) gantries. Hourly, daily, 
monthly and annual data on volumes, trucks and 
speeds has been collected

• The counts will be used to account for daily and 
seasonal variations in traffic, and allow us to 
analyze peak conditions
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Traffic Count Program



Traffic Count Program



Travel Patterns

Journey-to-Work Information
• Data has been collected on the work-related travel 

patterns of study area residents
• This information will also assist in identifying 

diversion of trips to potential interchange locations
• Data was collected from the US Census Bureau 

American Community Survey, and represents 2016 
estimates
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Journey-to-Work
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Evaluation Criteria

• Evaluation Criteria – Design & Operations
• Interchange Type/Configuration
• Local Road Connections
• Impact on Adjacent Interchanges
• Safety Improvements
• Truck Traffic



Evaluation Criteria

• Evaluation Criteria – Environmental Resources
• Wetlands
• Water Resources
• Protected Species Habitat
• Steep Slopes / Topography
• Public Open Space
• Cultural Resources
• Air Quality
• Hazardous Materials



Evaluation Criteria

• Evaluation Criteria – Socioeconomic Effects
• Noise
• Neighborhood Impacts
• Right-of-Way Impacts
• Environmental Justice
• Economic Benefit
• Public Health



Evaluation Criteria

• Evaluation Criteria – Financial & Regulatory
• Construction Cost
• Constructability
• Property Takings
• Need to Upgrade Connecting Roadways
• Schedule and Phasing
• Permit Requirements
• Regulatory Filings
• Mitigation Requirements
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Areas of Interest

• Initial interchange locations have been identified 
based on the potential to connect to existing 
roadways that are adjacent to, or cross over or 
under, I-90

• Additional locations may be investigated based 
upon further analysis or input from study area 
communities and residents

• Evaluation criteria will include design and 
operations, environmental resources, 
socioeconomic effects, and financial and regulatory 
considerations 



Areas of Interest

Loose Tooth Rd/Route 20, 
Becket
• 5.2 miles to Exit 2 / 

24.5 miles to Exit 3
• Surface water and 

wetland constraints in 
all four quadrants



Areas of Interest

Werden Road, Becket

• 7.7 miles to Exit 2 / 
22 miles to Exit 3

• Wetlands, surface water 
in two quadrants

• Limited ROW on south 
side, steep slopes on 
north side



Areas of Interest

Johnson Road, Becket

• 9.2 miles to Exit 2 / 
20.5 miles to Exit 3

• Wetlands in two 
quardants

• Steep slopes
• Wildlife Management 

Area



Areas of Interest

Algerie Road, Otis

• 11.8 miles to Exit 2 / 
17.9 miles to Exit 3

• Wetlands in three 
quadrants

• State Forest
• Steep slopes



Areas of Interest

Blandford Maintenance 
Facility, Blandford

• 15.7 miles to Exit 2 / 
14 miles to Exit 3

• Potential connection to 
Chester Road, Old Chester 
Road

• Wetlands on both sides of I-
90

• Maintenance facility 
operations

• Protected open space



Areas of Interest

Blandford Service Center, 
Blandford

• 18.4 miles to Exit 2 / 
11.3 miles to Exit 3

• Some wetland areas
• Shared use of Service 

Center roadway 
infrastructure

• Potential connection to 
North Street

• Additional MassDOT
property on WB side of I-90



Areas of Interest

Route 23, Russell

• 23.4 miles to Exit 2 / 
6.3 miles to Exit 3

• Floodway, surface water
• Steep slopes
• Widened ROW
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SCHEDULE



Next Steps

Next Steps
• Review input from this Open House
• Finalize Goals and Objectives and develop Future 

Conditions, Issues and Opportunities & Constraints
• Hold Working Group Meeting #2
• Continue to develop alternatives
• Next Public Meeting – September 2018
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