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consideration. These efforts, in addition to pramoting mass transit use and healthy transportation alternatives, will
ensure that we improve public health and the transportation system while simultaneously mitigating and adapting
to climate change.

Improving the Commonwealth's transportation infrastructure helps improve the state’s economy, as the two are
inextricably linked. South and North Station are major stops for Amtrak and the Commuter rail, as well as several
of the META's transit lines. Both stations are essential passenger destinations for members of the workforce who
travel to and from Baston each day, as well as passengers traveling regionally along the Northeast Corridor.
Currently there Is a gap in the Northeast corridor between North and South Station, This gap requires passengers
traveling along these lines to disembark from their trains at North or South Station and travel the one miles gap via
either the MBTA or cab to the subseguent station. This break represents a majer deficiency In Bosten's regional
transportation system; connecting these two transit hubs is essential and represents an opportunity to increase
performance, Doing so will increase growth and success of the Down-easter service from New Hampshire and
Maine, service to New York and Washington D.C,, and travel west to Worcester and Fitchburg.

The Nartheast Corridor is home to 51 million people responsible for generating 1/5" of the nation's Gross
Comestic Product. As Massachusetts' economic competitiveness, business climate, and tourism industry depends
an our transportation infrastructure, a connection to this corridor is essential. Completion of this North-South Rail
Link will cement this connection and will help to create jobs and bolster our economy by ensuring safe and
functional transportation throughout the state and region. This will undoubtediy benefit the residents of the
Commonwealth and the region.

& project of the North-South Rail Link's magnitude has the potential to help stimulate economic activity, reduce
GHG emissions and pollution, and provide greater accessibility to goods, jobs, and services for citizens throughout
Massachusetts. By investing in our public transportation system our economy, society, and environment all stand
to benefit. | strongly suggest that the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs, and the new
Administration take this significant opportunity to transform the future of transportation in the region, and repair
the damage done from a generation of underfunding, by choosing the North-South Rall Link as a crucial part of any
South Station Expansion.

Thank you for taking the time to read these comments, if you have any further questions please contact my office.

X €l 4 Sauic

15 Norfalk
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StaTE House, RooMm 308
Boston, MA 02133-1053
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SenaTOR Bruck E. Tanr Fax: (617) 722-1310
MINGELEY. LEADAR Bruce. Tarr@MASENATE.GOV
First Essex and Middlesex www MAsENATE.COV
December 23, 2014

Secretary Maeve Vallely Bartlett

Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
MEPA Office, Attn.;: Holly Johnson, EEA #15028

100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

Dear Secretary Bartlett:

I am writing to comment on the Draft Environmental Impact Report that was
recently released regarding the South Station Expansion Project - EEA #15028.

1 am aware of many compelling reasons o support connecting North Station and
South Station via a Rail Link. Connecting these two stations will not only help to address 12.1
the capacily issues at both stations, but will also minimize traffic congestion, reduce
pollution and ease the commute for North Shore residents. Because of the importance of
connecting these two stations, | believe it would be imprudent to initiate other actions
that would preclude this goal from being accomplished.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of my request. Please feel free to
contact me if [ may be of any additional assistance to you and your staff during your

deliberations on this matter.

Sigcerely,

Bruce Tarr
State Senator
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December 18, 2014

Hand Delivery; Receipt Requested

Ms. Maeve Vallely Bartlett

Secretary, Executive Office of Energy and Environmental Affairs
100 Cambridge Street, Suite 900

Boston, MA 02114

Attention: MEPA Office

Re:  South Station Expansion Project Draft Environmental Impact Report
EEA No. 15028

[Jear Secretary Bartlett:

On behall of the Presidents and Fellows of Harvard University, | am submitting comments on the
South Station Expansion Project Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) filed by the Massachusetls
Department of Transportation (MassDOT). Our Environmental Notification Form (ENF) comments
focused on the proposed use of Harvard-owned land in Beacon Park Yard as a commuter rail layover
facility. We were particularly concerned that this proposal needed to be assessed within the larger context
of the reconstruction of the 1-90 Allston interchange and the construction of a new West Station
intermodal center.

As noted on pages 1-7 of the DEIR, MassDOT has decided to continue its review of Harvard's
Beacon Park Yard land as the potential site for a new commuter rail layup/layover facility, as part of the I-
90 Allston Interchange project. MassDOT has filed an Environmental Notification Form for 1-90 Allston
Interchange project (EEA #15278) concurrently with the South Station Expansion Project DEIR. The 1-90
Allston Interchange ENF reflects a project that includes the reconfiguration of the interchange, the
construction of West Station, and the creation of a new rail yard for the mid-day layup/layover layup of
MBTA commuter rail trains.

MassDOT proposes to continue its review of the potential rail lavup/layover facility at Beacon
Park Yard as part of the environmental review for the I-90 Allston Interchange project (EOEA #15278).
Harvard has submitted a December 15" comment letter about the Allston Interchange ENF 1o MEPA,
including comments on issues related to the rail vard. Harvard remains interested in the continued
analysis of MBTAs future service and layup/layover needs as they may relate to the program and
parameters of the layup/layover facility proposed as part of the 1-90 interchange multi-modal project.
Therefore, Harvard recommends that the Secretary’s Certificate for the South Station Expansion Project
FEIR require MassDOT to provide the missing data and related analysis regarding future MBTA service

14 .1
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needs (whether through existing rail lines or new lines) and future layup/layover needs. Ideally, this data
and related analysis would be discussed in detail in the DEIR being prepared for the 1-90 Allston
Interchange project as well. Similarly, Harvard recommends that the Secretary's Certificate on the FEIR
require MassDOT to report on the status of Beacon Park Yard as MassDOT progresses through its 14.2
evaluation of the [-90 Allston Interchange project. .

We look forward to working with MassDOT, public officials and agencies, the Allston
Interchange Task I'orce, our neighbors, and other stakeholders on the continued progress of that important
project.

Thank vou.

Sincerely,

Katherine N. Lapp
Executive Vice President

ce: David Mohler, MassDOT (By email)
James Cerbone, MassDOT(By email)

Harvard Yard Massachusetts Hall Cambridge, MA 02138 TEL 617 4595 1524 FAX 617 496 6109 evp.harvard.edu
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Hurricane Surge and Sea Level Rise" of the Draft EIR are excellent initial measures, and 15.4
we look forward to additional details in the Final Environmental Impact Report. '

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Vivien Li
President
The Boston Harbor Association
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