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Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

On Monday, Jan. 15, the SDO celebrated MLK Day and recognized the legacy of civil 

rights leader Martin Luther King Jr. 

Please see the news item below regarding Governor Healey's announcements regarding 

the SDO at this year's MLK Breakfast. 

Governor Healey Announces New Efforts to Expand State 

Contracts to Diverse Businesses 

At this year's Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Breakfast, Governor Maura Healey, in 

partnership with the SDO, announced additional efforts to increase state contracts with 

diverse and small businesses by assessing and reopening contracts that can provide such 

opportunities. 

"Our administration applies an equity lens to everything we do – and that includes the 

process to award state contracts. We’re proud to be taking this step to reopen contracts 

that can provide more opportunities for diverse and small businesses to compete,” 

said Governor Maura Healey. “We’re also increasing efforts to reach out directly to 
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diverse entrepreneurs and connect them with the resources they need to succeed, as well 

as swearing in a group of leaders to offer advice to help guide our efforts to identify and 

remove barriers for diverse and small businesses.” 

The state’s purchasing agency, the Operational Services Division (OSD), and the SDO 

have partnered to assess and reopen statewide contracts that can provide more 

opportunities for diverse and small businesses. Together, they have identified 

opportunities for businesses in information technology, energy and climate action, and in 

contracts for a range of industries. These newly identified contracts will reopen for new 

vendors later this year, and regular reviews will be conducted in the future in order to find 

more opportunities to include new diverse businesses. 

Click here for the full press release. 

SDO Advisory Board Members Announced 

In addition to announcing new efforts to bring diverse businesses into state contracting 

(see news item above), Governor Healey also announced the SDO Diverse and Small 

Business Advisory Board. 

The Board is made up of 15 diverse business leaders from across the state and will guide 

the SDO in its mission and work to identify and remove barriers for diverse and small 

businesses. The Chair of this Board will be Nicole Obi, President, and CEO of the Black 

Economic Council of Massachusetts (BECMA). 

The board is scheduled to hold its first meeting on January 24. Board members include: 

• Nicole Obi, President and CEO of BECMA 

• Eneida Roman, President and CEO of Amplify Latinx 

• Qingjian (Q.J.) Shi, Director of the Asian Business Empowerment Council 

• Gaby King Morse, President and CEO of Center for Women & Enterprise New 

England 

• Ray Milano, Director of the Veterans Business Outreach Center Program for the 

U.S. Small Business Administration 

• Collette Divitto, CEO and COO of Collettey's Cookies 

• Grace Moreno, Executive Director of the Massachusetts LGBT Chamber of 

Commerce 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5H25nXHsW6N1X8z6lZ3kWW2gcG6-5C40yzW8dnH6S4SX4_6W95n-cQ14_ZlhW3tLRls2KLdr6W5NVq1q2KkFPHN6chDRY8ThhfW594tRv1KpvQ5W932bQN63K90zW2vbGMB2H0nTYV_Lfpz8WvkzPW4zvB7V57H2g6W3RFwT41PtDvXW3ylcZY4MBbTyW45p6W54BtxrFW4j55lh8b6dBnW3htvLM5LMZ9sW5Cj9gF8rM_gcW2VwB6s3Hvs-4W4n9Gm22DltdHW8BzcNb74g-wVN3h9xWBC8_P-W7wBs4s4mpHrWW9lZ_yK3zKS2KVcF9w88jK83hW2ymFb-5skN1-W8jxxBL7nFqfYW25jFHG8fkbf4W4R2TY94Zw1TKVgz4dR74p_H1W1P6f522frr87W1K62b55B7ND5W2B4Y3c1MCS3LW88M6F88P8M2QW56cfZN13B6XdW1kmG891JKmLmW7S9jql7_QgNmW26jW_92CBQ-NW3SnxHn3C9LsYf5hwkK004__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZv8SxKm9$


• Maria Gonzalez, Founder and Managing Partner of M&A Supplier Diversity 

Consultants, LLC 

• Karim Hill, President and CEO of BDC Community Capital Corp 

• Alex Guardiola, Vice President of Government Affairs and Public Policy for 

Worcester Regional Chamber of Commerce 

• Tracye Whitfield, Executive Director for the Coalition for an Equitable Economy 

• A.J. Enchill, President and Executive Director for the Berkshire Black Economic 

Council 

• Elaine Chow, Founder of Chopvalue Boston 

• Joanne Wang, Director of Corporate Service for the Greater New England 

Minority Supplier Development Council 

The SDO Partners with NaVOBA 

Earlier this month, the Healey-Driscoll Administration announced that the SDO has 

entered into a new partnership with the National Veteran Owned Business Association 

(NaVOBA), an independent nonprofit that certifies businesses owned by veterans and 

service-disabled veterans. This partnership will enable them to help veteran-owned 

businesses bid on contracts across the state. 

Under the new agreement, the SDO will grant certifications to businesses already certified 

with NaVOBA. Typically, businesses need to apply and undergo an investigation from the 

SDO before they receive certification. This agreement streamlines the process, making 

these businesses able to receive the benefits of SDO certification, such as the ability to 

bid on state contracts and attend SDO trainings and networking events. 

“Our Supplier Diversity Office does incredible work every day to expand opportunities for 

diverse and small businesses to win contracts with the state, which makes our 

businesses, our economy and our communities stronger,” said Governor Maura Healey 

in announcing the partnership. “Our veterans have sacrificed so much in service to our 

country, and we take the responsibility of supporting them very seriously here in 



Massachusetts. We are proud to launch this new partnership that will lower barriers for 

veteran-owned businesses to bid for contracts and do business with the state.” 

Click here for the full press release. 

We want to hear your success stories! 

The SDO is looking for news about new contracts, business growth, and other milestones 

from SDO-certified diverse and small businesses. Your story might be featured on our 

website, the Pathways & Connections newsletter, or our social media feeds! 

In particular, we are looking for stories from black-owned businesses so we can feature 

them in our February issue in honor of Black History Month! 

If you have a success story to share, please fill out this form and hit the “Submit” button. 

We would love to hear from you! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5HF5nXHsW7Y9pgv6lZ3mKW2gNq1l2GdpnDW2j9cKy5Dfz0KW8gyqJl6RZNhZW11-HYN1WSXDPW6GGldY3bH_jWW6K9Xdw6xGh85W5m2wSn36T-rLW6kbfyd32nHT6W5k1J518CjTX6VtXsmw15KHx6V3QmPw7WM0m1W12P8C313Ws4HW7LV1Sy25L-SzW98dq5Y25l696W2kmtfr783lGJW5VNql68bFFPzW813l0f6-9BdZW4zfgVV8QLB0QVdgkvl18gl_yW5xsXQm32F9NVW2rS-TY4m6jBDW2J6JGj2V1Tl8W7GvQbS5VxrLPW55FdBk5K99YKW6ry5Xm7qCXCNW5-hXC65njGVRW62Vkfk9hN5qTW7jnyY54SH02QW7ptlCz8ZNVfrW5921j-81j0YmW2bW_0F6hCPHzW931B0v1QRbVcW2C8gc96srryxV5ktxx8TCQRpW5NSR_3859c9FW9j7QJ73Tlr46W6MX5cz2x62nPW6BJFyt5qWK29W3ZyDHZ7H9WhfW9bkH233PG4J9W1LCP4M1TgcM4W4vdhJC6Dg6Vlf5RGpJq04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZqzEs94x$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5HY3qn9gW8wLKSR6lZ3p-W7GbkKx6Wtv_DW2dKYtv9fMxR5W8qVgff6P0lkMW4-xgKP3LpNy4W3T_ZY38bwCySW5sZZ7R8xlCPgW5bKnPH8m7PgzW6YF8vK6553VBW1m_rtd2kPclXW3KWTSS194BGVW38HX0v8GWB_FW7lWlzz1JFHthW4l3hD729vBCLW50tcF_7T9QnkW8mbsbN88YjnnW3RY1wC46V4VgV4Cyr44RWm7MW1Q0D6X4LxC8gW5pLh3b2Y8T5HW3Qw1yT8YzZFpW3zfWGV8G8pPNW8MLbzM12qY07W2w8P7b5k_hXjW5Rj3ql867HJ3W1xMbTv7pdq_YMGdmvMfNyChW35FLMP6wrlZKW4qK_jt6HTnlDdP7L7204__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZl10U9RZ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5HF3qn9gW7Y8-PT6lZ3nQW4msQkx97l2MGW8sKMXl2JN1xlW7-c8GY7z75wRVpKDhX6nfk3_VgJnlr2ZDDJjW68p2Ql2Cc8T4W8SMq248B3_wQW6mj7_R35yDwwW1BF1PT35wJYnW1F9FWZ1tCd7vW29DrCN5DcjqGVbj6MR85LwcWW2Lf7mn2bJcFFW5-Y7ry7qxf9sW5x3CZW2zsRBTN2ml8ZllJ2kqW7sGDvq2wDrzfW59WXj92vdrq_W9j0zSg8jlg5PW8CpcM785CnXHW61_Lj53Y43ppW1mmvff7ckvcNW5NDwjP7Tyrm2W1_wPf83-s8KrW1NHtWq8hWr4fW7lt3jp3t0QMyf1RwJls04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZgUWAQRl$


Don't Miss These Upcoming Events! 

LGBTCC Fireside Chat 

When: February 7, 12:00pm- 4:00pm 

Where: Holiday Inn Hotel Somerville MA 

Register here 

Haitian Chamber of Commerce Small Business Technical Assistance 

When: Flexible Scheduling (click link below to register and schedule a session) 

Where: Zoom 

Register and schedule a meeting here 

Mass Office on Disability Networking Event 

When: April 10, 10am – 1pm 

Where: Zoom 

Registration: Will open in February 

SBA Advantage: Starting and Growing a Business 

When: February 13, 10:30am – 12pm 

Where: 10 Causeway Street 2nd floor, room 265 Boston, MA 02222 

Register Here 

Check Out these Current and Upcoming Bids! 

Featured Bid - Energy, Climate Action, and Facility Advisory 

Services (PRF74) 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts has reopened the PRF74 Statewide 

Contract to solicit additional bidders for the acquisition of Energy, Climate Action, 

and Facility Advisory Services. The PRF74 contract is used by Executive 

Departments of the Commonwealth, as well as other eligible entities. 

Review the bid opportunity here! 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5G85nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3mlW6Fs-RB2NKnB4W9jZxZX2syfRVVF2lKj66Sv_xW5snMql8K9BlVN7PDqZMymjWKW7Yzxtq7SfYqbW2SR7ZJ3gLt59N37zvFT7pK-YW8ckfsD2y4x_DW6rwPRB7l3gTgW5f2KMF8QW5hTW25ScDW66ckzkW40xr0l8Vc0Y4W9dFyJR85B0P-W6gL-Sv3kt1JsVklDPb4LNBNBW5kyDD37qLrn1N7xCn7VRYdSkW2nX-7k14d9gQVy71QY2m2n7cW83hS2h4W90tNW40Xmrh5Gckr7W7GmQJv6gqq26W8sgfPQ4GySyrW6p2pBq7fSJLRW4fN6bD5SGnG4VVnRqx7S0v6-W7g1XJN7bp20WW4gxCpB34kzwWW2w0-Nv74fb0XW5vpLPS2MXkVyW8gdV9x16l05Df6GXcYC04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZqVKDGAe$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5Jd3qn9gW95jsWP6lZ3lMW4C_kD81d3d6JW97Hklk11LWmYW2Rp4v086hQTVSNpt4NVySZW3QqtwK1NYxtJW6pTvT955X2ThW2x2YDV3KVyv_W1SnrXZ94DY5jW6HTwq26HSM-HW3xRDKB1PQxw4W7TWrT63cPgZsW91dhsQ1Vwr2TW75Yh-R5X88plW5X0CXf16vkrvN2ZccbY4Tpx8VsPF-47RydpNW7z3bJf4zF4WdW2rQ0Ft83FG1nW4nhrRP2W_D9dW4ZZhbJ7nT0w2W4P63pp1Yqzg5W2Zr19B7krtBDW5-Qfcn8t961yW8fmM_21cw_M-W5sj6tm1V01NfW6GrxYg7J_7kMW1pqz4H11gM5yVT7pdt5VxcRxW3whDbR145tzYW3HfN5x7QhRNlf7TrgP404__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZqSgwU5L$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5GM5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3l-W146M8m2Tvy_PW8k1JxZ8Y_Mm1W3hB5gP2NQdBBVdVlbX6vPQL0W6wVZ8030xSTrW6N_P4z3r6x93W2W5C_X6pZDvdW11386T70JrpnW3BCP-V479p3QW9fjL0586cQcJW3zP0gk28YQgVW7ztgzG8ZDj8QW1qbsZg1fllc6M7vbL3FHYS7W6GTNw413Kx6zN2kd08HDnXTsW3ZrbnT3g42jqW5lw6vz3SNvytW2khZV_6lfjH9W8l5ClF5TY-v4W1RXm4819Lw6gW1Q9Z7L5ZF7DCN8HqC1wZqrHpW8wlGR_4Z-RM0W7MC3zv7Y1hBzN5cn4XQgTRz5VcQD2w7kFQWYW1FYLSw57c4nxW76NyHW4qRQNxVhZFQ_3R6NhHW2xZ1rt2pxP77W4jsF167SrV2JW9bm6zt22b_7WW97jN5Z94TtlDW1bCf0s4WQ0VdW2jfWQ37dxc6hf8Fw-Dl04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZvaFQSIs$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5GM5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3nnN6_f26b6jk5NW1v6VLK7VNj8zW6z6ZLl37KTphW7lFv4C91PHgGVZPvSr4x8gvTVD_W_Q8kKqVSW6V4t8P4-jny8W8ZjNGQ51DjvHW2FNJGX8ZRtNVW3h6qG18lxlpCW1gvpcp7XM_rYN8MzRgLYJR0yVzN9Kx5mxBgTW51m5-P1VvBZCW8Jl2q48j0lbDN37ndQG7RtTMW2V1C5m3xzfZxW75BdBR5zGxvcW1gWB204WVS38W805PvC48snqRW3wwjW34HmNd_W4tNfbf2jMLzbV8-5L99m1Q92N780yR4BZn27W87zx1Y7N2NqFW3GbvzG2Lv2ChV5sZgH4cL1QnW4DbdTj8rkjPWW3K2t7g91j52nW1Jjqbw1G-zR1W5rCsT564H5BYW7gwfBW6988LzW941rWl7Scq0BW7Ktn1g8jKBDFW9cqmlz1DgsDdW903m4L67frMBf41-MV604__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZqiYi6f8$


Other Bidding opportunities: 

• OFF52: Office, School, and Library Furniture, Accessories, and Services, 

replacing OFF38. Link to the Bid. 

• FAC124: Bid Reopening for Building Maintenance Repair and Operations 

Project Material and Supplies. Link to the Bid. 

• Social Equity RFR for Technical Assistance and Training. Link to the RFR. 

• FAC119: Maintenance Repair and Operations (MRO) Retail Products and 

Supplies. Link to the Bid. 

• OFF53: Office Supplies, Recycled Paper, and Envelopes. Link to the Bid. 

• FAC126: Records Management, Storage and Archiving Services, replacing 

FAC96. Link to the Intent to Bid. 

There are a number of catering bids, many of which have rolling enrollments:    

• Catering Conference - Link to the bid 

• Bottled Soda and Related Services - Link to the bid 

• Emergency Assistance Food Services - Link to the bid 

• Bid Name: MassDOT RFR Catering Services - Link to the bid 

• EA Hotel Motel Provider Services - Link to the bid 

• Event Services - Link to the bid 

• RFR 232128 Catering Services, Conference Space, Hotel Room - Link to the 

bid 

• Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid 

• Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid 

• Event and Emergency Services Contracts - Link to the bid 

• MDAR- Conference Service Vendors - Link to the bid 

• Conference Space, Meeting Space and Hotel Accommodations - Link to the 

bid 

• Conference Space, General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - 

Link to the bid 

• DCF Meetings16-Conference Space and Catering Services - Link to the bid 

You can also check out all the newly posted bids on COMMBUYS each 

week by visiting this link. 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5GM5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3lxW8KTSCl1VG0FlW7BWrd95BYMYfVR8l9D18pQ88W89l2H_2y9N4lW1z5qxh8dH7r4W8RTNmL4dbh3RW3QKQsD1VgFqSW2JLGFf6WqqcdM4bxF5y8-jYVqn1c81YnXPTW44Kv6z4_hSPfW2XjsTv4BSVx4V-Hmx162LZQ5W714gL85pN5pZW8ThrgT6pSl-tW497SJP1H300VW4ksrwm7MG3f3W4W6HQd86QyMVW6j1HkX2SvlsnN7CssXyjw4-MW8jxhyq4GptNGV3MjSx4PCW-SN8KwwT2P7CqCW8DWZQD7WXGX_VWf_9q6qlD7vW2wn4wL36v1zsW22WrHw8JCfKjW2RcBBk899zJyW5k3jyB5ZFvcQM1cP2W-vnTJW6JH5fM56jJ4wW8dvJsy1k1-hyVcDJ-19h31l5W7xjzQt9fF-RkW4XSJbd8XkKSdW6BGP2F6zcwCMf1--qfP04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZh9cH1Su$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5GM5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3mBW4Yw5Hf2jQhs7W3TJfvz4bwysjW32sxRY1-KsFxW2M5zhV1_NKpcW870zG-6pjKs_W2R5phJ3q8gFTW4q2tsX3lPg5MW25dX2b4YGqr-W6p5LY_5jhxCtN1lWRGQtVLbVW58zK0n9dTgGdN4H_0xmDhY9WW4CKtrl8ClsWBW186z8W1rXGYNW22rjzW4kwnqMW6JFmQt1d-Vh8W7xnDqg5RC4kFW2L1Fnw8F8Fl4N2QNfVDlbRh6N47sxvNX26zPW6KhHq589bS54W1DgR9M3gsL6RW7T8cRS8VPqTGW6yCHVC1cXlcsW3svW853CLMj7VsvblL3LNym7W7x2Byc54WlvdW3PP2Nz7fkzlpW6WL8bc8jZ1L1W2f_-F87xLfgpW69Pyb94fH_JjW1CHk423DQsJ0W5HrNYh10gtTNW8jPj-r4XTl2WW70Q5SR68jHTDW6GLD1-1VTW3Cf7Y-4Cj04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZllZ-Gk2$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5GM5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3nNW61qDgL1v39XqW4jFL_F9cKX15W2F4yWp5Jsd7ZW6L4ZtQ80J3z9VJZf7W7sHJv4W6LdRG79f50CBW8P1S9D4bJPD7W7FBh-R75qZvtVqQD6f32LXz5W7r5sZt1lh8gcW5lwwyv9cTMq7W8kSDts7j31VwN56_5tBJgbX7W9g4-t02dGfywN3nfgjQfQ0f3W4LWBg75rLd6cN4h1vW573l9nW3_bbL931zQYdW7DkBjP3tMqs2W7Z7yH_7_9pw0W8NSxs16qSh9ZW3JYhzF1yk1MjW1QL4hK8nBw9fW4j8nr285l3lSW592C3S7d8t7RW4CxqtM6K7VpjW49YDPB7mf1DCW5Qwgjj14Rw5bW53HCBC4jYp0xW62HvM64DgPn0W7hk2fC7R8yt3N74lRFfd6f4HW6qDF0l1JFMPRVQvqwK1zfQ1yW1H-XKC59kFPXW3zBRZx1NjDrWf2fGzzx04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZuF_hZ94$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5GM5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3pjVWBsJt8dLNJjW7b6p94383WnNW4L0Q3B4NlPqVW7vWPJQ8PNHBnW59lvPs8qmvl9N78CdbSxRwXCW5Xwmxj1_6bsnW3lZhDq3vLr26N4cPzMGYbw7XW6NpDHv9ddtXvVFTmDB19MNMmW2wN1yj3VnsRtW4PzSjX59l0cHN6msnP4MBtkNW42lSG86bQ-W7VbnhqV5LTx22W8RLdbc5Qx8nXW7fXYnR2B65bgN4XYWXcQPZHBN5wTlFQnYB5QN6zxhxxwtYzBW7VP6v08hzSytW7SkbSp32vxCbW7zmCG92lZF5vV9XHVN7dnLp_Vy4wql3H29PPW4rXF2n58J1qlW1Mp6D55wZWClW6JfWZG6L6cvDW3XfdZX8CM9kJW8x4sqf1Q9Dc6W1t9ywL6WpnV4VdrJBq8BsWhwVg1K6m6QQZX9W4v3Lct6f-zzfW9dzbcY8JFr-8f4RgCJF04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZh8zQCGH$
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The Supplier Diversity Hub - an Easy, Free Way to 

Help Grow Your Business 

Diverse and small vendors now have full access to the Supplier Diversity Hub 

("The Hub")! Already in use by state agencies, The Hub is a free, new way to help 

grow your business. 

Using The Hub, diverse and small businesses can now receive a number of 

benefits. Communication between them and prime contractors as well as public 

buyers is easier, they can receive immediate notifications about new bidding 

opportunities, and they have instant access to check the status of their SDO 

certification. 

Please click here to get started; if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to 

contact us at webmaster.sdo@mass.gov. 

The new Hub log-in screen 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VVZXNZ2Ft5-GW4z7dRt37wLVpW2C4PM95r_xWwN9cd5G85nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3q2W5NCc482yS3q3W81K5Sd7cgBpGW6KCZDC6QsVS3W3HBGz73SP-LPW6NJ0c375mgQ4W7PYwDl375rKHN3-MsxNkJl9KN5cjCqWP1fYFVP3yxr2VnC2zN57t8YwSjgknW2b-r7W7kQZDmW2h2Hxh13vzP_W6p3K6N11m4bjW6Lf9958n54F1W8k30xh5rbJc3W7MKzhn6FhLjLW6F9rz46Jkr7tW4WrB8314rcCbW4d3XLL21XYZNW1N1gTW6qDNvRW4CxdRk8LS_Z1W2hlkLH3Fycp3W8Vmwgl1RLjDZW6_jkNM2DqXTBW7T7FtJ7VD3mPW128VZ58WrbpKW54TWK88-QlHFW3fYGr-4ry3vhN9kT09KjG0DJMdnfhpFS10GW5wblYS2KJJZJVhT5nY7CL2YTf5VjCKR04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!T3nv-_mS9vIdwMUG-ETfv1sUNbSTkDZnDFGB69E7GmE4BoYd5MhcAOPlX6fy_QHRc9rVd9e7MGYKkeBxBlamcfIfqIZXF3cRZgFLU220$
mailto:webmaster.sdo@mass.gov


Meet the SDO: Nani Assefa, 

Director of SDO Systems and 

Data Analytics 
Each month, we feature a different member of our team to 

share a little bit about themselves and discuss useful 

information and resources the SDO has available for diverse 

and small businesses. Please send any questions for the 

SDO team to robert.keane@mass.gov. 

What made you want to work at the SDO? 

My commitment to the SDO more than two decades 

ago was fueled by its core mission: fostering diversity, 

equity, and inclusion. I find fulfillment in the collective 

pursuit of our mission to impower both our customers 

and colleagues. I am deeply passionate about 

supporting diverse businesses and addressing their 

unique needs. 

My dedication is rooted in the dynamic work 

environment and in having a meaningful impact on 

SDO goals and objectives. 

You have been working on the SDO Hub. What is 

that and how will it help diverse and small 

businesses? 

The HUB is an online networking system that allows 

agencies and prime vendors to connect with diverse 

and small businesses and improves the accuracy of 

tracking, validation, and reporting of businesses and 

spending. 

The Hub is now live and will improve transparency and 

accountability, provide informed decision-making for 

agencies, and increase vendor engagement by 

identifying opportunities. It will also drive economic 

expansion in diverse communities and promote 

diversity and inclusion. 

In the end, our goal with the Hub is to enhance our 

responsiveness to inquiries about the fairness of state 

spending and cultivate inclusion through sustained 

engagement with diverse vendors. 

Favorite quote: 

“The only way to do great work is to 
love what you do." - Steve Jobs 

Favorite song: 

Three Little Birds 

Bob Marley 

Favorite vacation spot: 

Ethiopia and Seychelles, located in 

the Indian Ocean, off the eastern 

coast of Africa 

Favorite food: 

The spicy Ethiopian dish injera with 

Shiro, Doro Wat, fish and 

vegetables. Yummy! 

Pet peeve: 

Losing Wi-Fi during important 

meetings 

Last TV Show seen/binged: 

Manifest 

Last book read: 

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah 

Dog person or cat person? 

Dog! Our sweet Coco (nick name 

Cocoiti) gives unconditional love to 

each one of us at home, creating a 

bond that is truly special! He will do 

anything for treats. 

mailto:Robert.keane@mass.gov


What do you hope to accomplish by working at 

the SDO? 

Collaborating with a diverse team allows me to 

contribute my skills effectively, fostering innovation 

and creating a positive workplace culture. I aim to 

streamline the entire SDO systems process by 

leveraging cutting-edge technology. This includes 

implementing efficient workflows, enhancing user 

experience, and optimizing the overall application 

system to ensure seamless and effective 

operations. Helping others gives me a lot of 

satisfaction when the job is completed and they are 

satisfied. I am eager to learn new skills and the 

SDO is the place to be! 

Tell us something about you that 

others may not know: 

I enjoy decorating surprise parties 

for my loved ones and capturing 

THOUSANDS of pictures. 

Nani Assefa can be reached at: 

nani.assefa1@mass.gov 

Diverse Business 

Certification Updates 

SDO certified 27 businesses in December 

2023. For the latest list of newly-certified 

businesses, please click here. 

REMINDER: SDO certification expires 

three years after the date of issue and 

renewal notices are sent via email to the 

primary contact on file. SDO-certified 

businesses should log in and review your 

contact information periodically to ensure 

that your certification stays up to date. 

Pre-Certification 

Webinars 

For businesses wishing to apply for SDO 

certification, attending a Pre-Certification 

Webinar is a must. This webinar covers 

the different types of SDO and SDO-

recognized third-party certifications as 

well as the State certification process. 

Registration is now available for webinars 

from now through June 2024. Sign up 

here. 

mailto:nani.assefa1@mass.gov
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New SDO training now available! 

Don't Miss Out! Responding to RFQs 

Are you a vendor that is enrolled in the Small Business Purchasing Program (SBPP) and 

currently on a statewide contract? Don’t miss out on another COMMBUYS opportunity! In 

this class you will learn: 

• The benefits of the SBPP 

• The mechanics of a Request for Quotes (RFQ) 

• How to identify and respond to an RFQ 

• How RFQ’s are evaluated 

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for SBPP participants currently on a Statewide or 

Departmental contract) 

This class is available on February 7 from 9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Class size is limited! Please register in advance. 

If you are interested in attending this class, Click Here to register. Once registered, you 

will receive a confirmation email. 

If you need special accommodations to fully participate in the training, please email 

Katherine.L.Thomas@mass.gov for assistance. 

Follow us on: 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) 

1 Ashburton Place 
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