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SDO Executive Director Announces Retirement 

The Healey-Driscoll Administration announced that Bill McAvoy will 

retire this Fall, following nine years of leading the state’s Supplier 

Diversity Office (SDO) and 36 years of public service. 

Under McAvoy’s leadership, the Massachusetts SDO, which has been 

regarded as the most inclusive state supplier diversity office in the 

nation, has increased opportunities for countless small and diverse 

Massachusetts businesses through robust outreach and 

programmatic initiatives. 

“The success of our diverse and small businesses translates to 

success for the entire state,” said Governor Maura Healey. "We are 

proud of the opportunities that the Supplier Diversity Office—with Bill 

McAvoy at the helm—has opened up for small and diverse 
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businesses, and we remain energized to continue the SDO’s good 

work under a new Executive Director.” 

The number of diverse and small businesses and state spending with 

these businesses has increased dramatically because of the efforts of 

the Supplier Diversity Office under Bill McAvoy. Certified businesses 

more than doubled from 2,794 in FY2015 to 5,669 in FY2023, an 

increase of 103%. Spending from SDO programs rose from $959 

million in FY2015 to $2.147 billion in FY2023, an increase of 124%. 

To see the full press release on the announcement, click here. 

The Executive Office for Administration and Finance has started a 

search for the next SDO Executive Director. Details about the position 

can be found at this link. 

SDO Executive Director Bill McAvoy will retire after 36 years in public service. 
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Disability Independence Day 

The SDO celebrated Pride 

National Disability 

Independence Day on July 26, 

which commemorates the 

signing of the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) in 1990. 

Learn more about the ADA and 

Disability Independence Day 

here. 

Race/Ethnicity Information for MBEs Now Public 

Starting July 1, the Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) made public the 

race and ethnicity of our certified Minority Business Enterprises 

(MBEs). This change is in response to many buyers looking to make 

purchases from Black, Latino/Hispanic, Asian, and Native 

American/Indigenous Persons-Owned Businesses. These businesses 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW6m9z5mzcsmW1M5FJS2RD3DGW2dmkKk5r_yv7N5bb0h-5nXHsW7lCGcx6lZ3m6W6-TnjJ5gmTz5VLQdKp7d77JxW8rYN4G2fFsV0W1XbJkC47PjfbVBDSQw8yzfmXW6wGLzK2GCSxgW65fKZH3bRZN1W9dGjBh38fhpRW4dd8mf3wZDrcW1-0Nyf902dLzW8vkbyG1nFnDtW4M-Cfq2CdHvkW22m-Fs7dxMQGN5Srx3vkWswkW7Nv2323QTvmRW6vw0vV7tDD-gW2JWzYw8F8LQSW7HN72k5HsMvYW3PBw5X6001qRV8KDh-8TYh8vW69_psG1cFSrgW24zfK21RtcKmW5y9zhY6XH_XBW9jt3ck52yr19W1DykpY7xmCzrW7Kbkjd32bNH-W8GMYmr5SLt-cW3Hn-PX4pLcN3N1-XtvT2bFCLMG4hDnFJNRhW2SrG9n1dMtKrW1nXV7694_DnCW1tq5jF1S2DBKW6hxl379c9P-VW3xy8l42HdTCYVGPdmm13h1JKW80zq8H1HHVY-W4G1_Bf2WKTKVW5Zbwsl2b5twrW4ZlV1G5RM6Z3f90xG1z04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!WO_z7hyqL2z8hhSC_Vks0pR9OlLWU-bbF0XgVmbSr_MDrJr5fyXMxnKilKl7chT70MQaAjzCdEBlNPKrCRlw_GSCKhF0uQS6sDVMRV53$
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are still classified as MBEs, but the additional racial makeup is 

publicly available in our search engine. 

Please note that while this information is public, it does not affect any 

vendor's diversity status as an MBE, their ability to bid on and win 

bids, and their benefits with the SDO. 

In the weeks leading up to July 1, the SDO sent out news alert and 

surveys to ensure our MBEs would like this information to be public. If 

any MBE would prefer to make their race and ethnicity information 

private, please contact us at webmaster.SDO@mass.gov. 

New 10-Week Program Cohort Taking Applications 

from MBE Businesses 

Accelerating Contractors of Color in Energy for Sustainable Success 

is a 10-week program for aspiring clean energy business owners that 

provides business coaching, connections, mentorship, and access to 

capital. 

mailto:webmaster.SDO@mass.gov


Participants learn business fundamentals including customer 

discovery, go-to-market strategy, and operational efficiency. 

Participants will benefit from: 

• Weekly virtual workshops that include lectures, breakout 

sessions for networking, and guest speakers 

• Topics include: product-market fit, go-to-market strategy, 

operational efficiency, and team-building 

• Guidance on next steps & available programs: certifications, 

procurement, wrap-around services, training programs, and 

grant-writing 

• Participant stipends upon completion of the 10-week program to 

offset the costs of certification, insurance, bonding, legal & 

finances 

• Follow-on support that includes capital grants, mentorship, 

procurement partner engagement, workshops, and assistance 

on certification, incorporation, training applications, and bid 

requests 

Now accepting applications for our Fall 2024 cohort! Apply here! 

SBA Matchmaker on August 20 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW6m9z5mzcsmW1M5FJS2RD3DGW2dmkKk5r_yv7N5bb0h4fh5JbW5BY4Z86lZ3pDN7kdkZ1PMvF7W8zlHR76dryjKW26xT6M27lgySW4sK2S46Y_yS8W1jfr4Q750jrkVkrgpP4x97wqW7wd4Q31m3NypW6bZb9Y9fHk9DW1p-n6K6hRK9xW2TBm724DP0QbW9dpp8N5my5kpW5B80Hv8VGP_7W7W7hG76VSxsrW5WSs1v13-58tW8_p2-d4j52rkW6qxxwW4_tX1MN6X-60sVjmlZN1YSXT9CVbh7W11TGxx2syXsXW8lvHtY7-xsRnW59FkKm29m0rkW18fLwZ3B7XFGN90qvDCQ_hDzW84xH-F7RtkPXW6DYdDR3XydWcW82kCKS1THgnJVthgkh1lDmmKW4wv0KT5cJVhkW8T_f-49jWkVJW58x0Xb4SQgMgVPhfWV182rZCW2LBCz632F7ppVkKb1F5LFH43W8NHk8_3WScDxW25SvkN890KfqW8fFT1-1gMT7zW5LBycg1sNTHfW3BtFqd1vLgQRW8nhkbd2W4X6-W89ztRC1M-LhwW116rXP9f-D2yW8y4j192_R0dbW5sGL3w8kx7FvVYrVfx8JbMybW7mkP0K7PvYB4W7w9B7z7Mh1nzW119Yqn3_D7WCW5DZRvj1--t1qW176Pk19lybsWW4hs9j06HF5n7VZMhHN4L2GHRN2GLdTWqwmTmVwrcWj5x2hRWW3jmPLB8Xqdw9W3K463V4lBcFCW1yfd_C116KVSN60jMR9lpx-qW6spLj63p-jRRW70_tBh33ptx7T7GW25-1c8ZW4yN7Db25sLxhW245bVR7KHjmtW4bTgpb2ql4vNV2D5y579S3_jW1LVSkw4BgXJWVpZbFV293wQkW1zhVzc8TClg1VMhjxW8LCSlqW45GHDd72C0vcW3d_KRv1KYD2_W1fccfz3HD12vW3x_CT_4v72gFN3Hd8L98FYn0N29dr1vlx_V3W62hdPT6197p4W6b9pLP2S0qVwVGpKhh6wx_mvW5j1xVY6F0qcZW1VN2zb3pZvxHW5x-5TZ2GXVS-N4xZhTYR8ZYpW4mqYS999TwRqW42h-728HwGD0W81pZ2P69wNWPW8NhRw25_YKxsW1M3GzN3Kr7ypN5tpnYkM28jfW7-s6zl3PKWRfN6hwg5mS9-22W6ts0Vr5K3_77W8Hjs3w4MT5XRW3cGSY25p8pD1W2ZFLGG30sJtTW4cXTRc94-yBWN8pY_ftZSZvQV9h0cW30VJwHW509_0M31yHlYW26ZnyF5kD_nff2b1BRH04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!WO_z7hyqL2z8hhSC_Vks0pR9OlLWU-bbF0XgVmbSr_MDrJr5fyXMxnKilKl7chT70MQaAjzCdEBlNPKrCRlw_GSCKhF0uQS6sIZdLabU$


Please join the SBA's Massachusetts and Rhode Island District 

Offices for an in-person Access to Capital and Small Business 

Resources Matchmaker. 

This event will be held at the Attleboro campus of Bristol Community 

College on Tuesday, August 20 at 9:00 a.m. 

Don't miss this opportunity to network and learn about the resources 

available for small businesses to start, grow, and expand. There will 

be representatives from a variety of local SBA-approved lenders, as 

well as area small business resource providers. 

Register for the event here! 

For small businesses to get "lender-ready” in advance of the 

matchmaker, the SBA will host a free virtual clinic. Attendees will learn 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW6m9z5mzcsmW1M5FJS2RD3DGW2dmkKk5r_yv7N5bb0hn5nXHsW69t95C6lZ3lfW1gk5142QRjnrW80HVbK3lckDCW5j8p8W4rPfbkW7LKqd059jWDhW8zW8xt9h0xpmVd9ZCW2HjBbzW3yLDR51-1BqKW1HxV4C192TS5W5n0PG54fKK8pW54Qn6T6n134PVFRdnM8T4gKQW3YXwkm727QhFW8G_ns85qv2sJW31cB2t8nZ95GW2_kXv91-Cpx1W2yDpqq7C_g3XVL2KKK1YdLmdW4ytBBY8CM1bMW6K3TBd8D_QsyW1MCVWQ1Pvml2W2h1_gB4mCwNpVqS-4919Wn0qW3GwSK-8Qq2JCW2zYgHc8vf2lcW5rbh495hylcgVf0mMQ2J0lwYVbxnfW2hV70nW3JCFZk4LbkZ2N13CNVZCw7NCW7ZyD1q8K3hWyW2m0lpt5cGYKDW33r0yT2MxWGRN6PMcYY6k27xW44KNWc3VFTQ5W3vlKb07W69kPVMPKpl5pZ9Smf1hsPgn04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!WO_z7hyqL2z8hhSC_Vks0pR9OlLWU-bbF0XgVmbSr_MDrJr5fyXMxnKilKl7chT70MQaAjzCdEBlNPKrCRlw_GSCKhF0uQS6sMVbuj12$


how to prepare a request for capital, what to bring, and numbers they 

need to have in writing for a productive conversation. 

Register for the virtual clinic here. 

Check Out these Current and Upcoming Bids! 

• FAC119: Maintenance Repair and Operations (MRO) Retail Products and 

Supplies. Link to the Bid. 

There are a number of catering bids, many of which have rolling enrollments:    

• Catering Conference - Link to the bid 

• Emergency Assistance Food Services - Link to the bid 

• MassDOT RFR Catering Services - Link to the bid 

• EA Hotel Motel Provider Services - Link to the bid 

• Event Services - Link to the bid 

• RFR 232128 Catering Services, Conference Space, Hotel Room - Link to the 

bid 

• Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid 

• Restaurant Food Take-out/Delivery Services - Link to the bid 

• Event and Emergency Services Contracts - Link to the bid 

• MDAR- Conference Service Vendors - Link to the bid 

• Conference Space, General Catering Services, and Hotel Accommodations - 

Link to the bid 

• DCF Meetings16-Conference Space and Catering Services - Link to the bid 

The following Trades Contracts will reopen in late summer/early fall 2024 to add additional 

vendors: 

TRD02 - Click here to see the Intent to Bid 

TRD02 covers: 

• Asphalt/Paving 

• Carpentry 

• Excavation 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/d2t-wB04.na1.hubspotlinks.com/Ctc/5F*113/d2t-wB04/VW6m9z5mzcsmW1M5FJS2RD3DGW2dmkKk5r_yv7N5bb0gP5nXHsW50kH_H6lZ3lzV7727K7hdTZgVhD4zL6Vgl1GW74s1DW9f8J4KW8-D2Yy5bZ6p0VyygVs7FFv9jW7N7LSw2XNPvpW6KhG_m4_cCBNW5WVRhX8Jh4hsW4T0VM32PRV7QW6fnzzs3MCG4ZW1VJPxM9j7GMXN4fY1mSxCm0lW5Q0RtY39j8CMW2k-MQl3Q5jN6W1y9kK760Pd_VW2GsV_66WS2hvVgR5SQ5CkNnBW1vyz2m7GXskSW5Xsg902xF5fXW2zyZNB7j-dBQW3lzWL88g0RTCW2vrZQ03Qc1DLW6S4wmy2whT8mW2w2pX71NcTGBW1VMycQ2tpWXrW5WNslf6M7qVcW3GQc1D1vk54KW5HBbG37hg7xDW8Dn7qQ5hW145W4dJCQt88KZ-DVhBgx492YQ3vW6zyMB33k7b2Hf5vGn6H04__;Kw!!CPANwP4y!WO_z7hyqL2z8hhSC_Vks0pR9OlLWU-bbF0XgVmbSr_MDrJr5fyXMxnKilKl7chT70MQaAjzCdEBlNPKrCRlw_GSCKhF0uQS6sDIfdT-K$
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• Masonry 

• Septic 

TRD04 - Click here to see the Intent to Bid 

TRD04 covers: 

• Cleaning/Restoration 

• Compressor 

• Kitchen Exhaust/Duct 

• Pump/Motor 

• Roofing 

• Biohazardous Cleaning 

You can also check out all the newly posted bids on COMMBUYS each 

week by visiting this link. 

New Updates to the Supplier Diversity Hub 

The Supplier Diversity Hub ("The Hub"), a networking tool used to connect diverse 

and small businesses with interested parties, recently made a number of updates 

to make the system even more essential. 

Now, with these updates, vendors using the Hub will be able to receive important 

notifications on bids, update their profiles, and upload brochures for their 

businesses. Agencies and prime vendors will be able to search vendors by 

departmental contracts and by ethnicity. 
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"The idea behind The Hub is to make it easier for vendors, agencies, and prime 

vendors to find each other and communicate," said SDO Executive Director Bill 

McAvoy. "With these updates, The Hub is a stronger tool than ever before." 

If you are a vendor or agency who has yet to use The Hub, please click here to get 

started; if you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us at 

webmaster.sdo@mass.gov. 

The new Hub log-in screen 
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Diverse Business 

Certification Updates 

SDO certified 54 businesses in June 

2024. For the latest list of newly-certified 

businesses, please click here. 

REMINDER: SDO certification expires 

three years after the date of issue and 

renewal notices are sent via email to the 

primary contact on file. SDO-certified 

businesses should log in and review your 

contact information periodically to ensure 

that your certification stays up to date. 

Pre-Certification 

Webinars 

For businesses wishing to apply for SDO 

certification, attending a Pre-Certification 

Webinar is a must. This webinar covers 

the different types of SDO and SDO-

recognized third-party certifications as 

well as the State certification process. 

Registration is now available for webinars 

from now through December 2024. Sign 

up here. 

New SDO training now available! 
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Prime Contractor Onboarding 

Are you a Prime Contractor on a Statewide or Departmental Contract? 

The Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) has a brand-new class designed 

for you! As part of their contract terms and conditions, prime vendors 

are required to spend a percentage of contract sales with certified 

diverse businesses, and report this spending for the duration of the 

contract. 

The SDO will host a fall webinar to help prime contractors understand 

and meet their Supplier Diversity Plan (SDP) requirement. 

Topics to be covered include: 

• SDP Overview 

• Where to find SDP Partners 

• How to report your SDP spend 

(PRE-REQUISITE: This class is for prime contractors currently 

on a statewide or departmental contract). 

This webinar will be held on Thursday, September 26, from 9:00 

a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 

Click Here to Register. Once registered, you will receive a 

confirmation email. 
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If you need special accommodations to fully participate in the training, 

please email Julie.A.Kearnan@mass.gov for assistance. 

Follow us on: 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Supplier Diversity Office (SDO) 

1 Ashburton Place 

Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Certification HelpDesk: Webmaster.SDO@mass.gov 

SDP & SBPP HelpDesk: sdp@mass.gov 

Phone: (617) 502-8843 

Was this email forwarded to you? Sign up to receive our monthly newsletter here. 
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