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Penicillin G Benzathine Injectable Suspension (Bicillin L-A®) Shortage Update
June 2026

Bicillin® L-A (benzathine penicillin G injectable suspension) remains in shortage, with full recovery not expected until December 2027. The U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) is extending temporary importation of Lentocilin© (another form of benzathine penicillin G) to address this shortage.  
DPH continues to monitor the situation and maintain sufficient statewide supply for treatment of syphilis in pregnant individuals and exposed infants. If you are unable to obtain benzathine penicillin G to treat pregnant patients, their contacts, or exposed infants, contact DPH Partner Services Line at 617-983-6999 to inquire about Division of STD Prevention’s injectable penicillin delivery program or request medication from Pfizer using their Medical Request Process.
DPH recommends the following priority actions:
· Continue to reserve benzathine penicillin G for pregnant individuals and exposed neonates, as it is the only acceptable treatment for these patients. Systems-level antimicrobial stewardship should be used to assess organizational supply, forecast need, and prescribe alternative antimicrobials for other infectious diseases. Keep reaching out directly to wholesalers (distributors) to order benzathine penicillin G; however, availability will be dependent on supply. 
· Consider doxycycline treatment for non-pregnant people with syphilis. Doxycycline can be given at a dose of 100 mg orally two times a day for two weeks (for early syphilis) or for four weeks (for late latent syphilis or latent syphilis of unknown duration). Active outreach to monitor serologic response (e.g. RPR decline) following treatment is recommended given higher probability of non-adherence to this oral regimen.
· Accurately stage syphilis infections to ensure appropriate dosing of antimicrobials. Clinicians with questions about clinical management should review the CDC 2021 STI Treatment Guidelines, or contact an infectious diseases specialist, the DPH Partner Services Line at 617-983-6999, or the National Network of STD Clinical Prevention Training Centers (NNPTC) STD Clinical Consultation Network.
· Consider ordering Lentocilin© (benzathine benzylpenicillin tetrahydrate) through Cost Plus Drugs. 
· Lentocilin© is covered by MassHealth pharmacy and medical benefit. When billing, the same Healthcare Common Procedure Coding System (HCPCS) code should be used as Bicillin® L-A. 
· Health Safety Net pharmacy claims for Lentocilin© require prior authorization (PA). When submitting a PA providers should cite the FDA guidance regarding the Bicillin® L-A shortage. Emergency overrides are also available. 
· Resources for clinicians, including a Lentocilin© Information for Clinicians sheet that has a preparation and administration guide, can be found through the NNPTC.
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