	
	
	



Massachusetts Department of Public Health
Statewide Guidance for Pharmacists to Prescribe Treatment 
for Certain Sexually Transmitted Infections 

Amendments to M.G.L. c.94C s19F allow pharmacists to prescribe treatment for sexually transmitted infections (STIs). The Massachusetts Department of Public Health (DPH) currently recommends treatment for Chlamydia (chlamydial infections) and Gonorrhea (gonococcal infections) by pharmacists if the following conditions are met:  

Pharmacists:
· Have received training in accordance with Circular Letter: DCP 26-08-125 Pharmacist prescribing of certain contraceptives and medications for the prevention of human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) and prevention and treatment of sexually transmitted infections (STI).
· Prescribe treatment for chlamydia or gonorrhea according to Massachusetts Department of Public Health Treatment Guidelines .
· Alternative regimens can only be prescribed if recommended regimens are contraindicated.
· Provide information about Massachusetts Integrated Testing and Linkage Services sites or Sexual and Reproductive Health Services locations for additional questions, follow-up testing, follow-up care and care of sex partners.
· [bookmark: _Int_ZQRjz6N3]Ask patient if they have a primary care provider they would like to have notified. If yes, obtain verbal consent before notification.
· If the patient does not have a primary care provider, provide a list of primary care providers in the surrounding geographic area.  

Patients:
· Provide result/evidence of a laboratory test within the past week showing direct detection of chlamydia or gonorrhea. 
· Note: Serologic (antibody) testing for an STI is not sufficient to support current infection meriting treatment by a pharmacist.
· Provide result/evidence of a negative pregnancy test within the past week (for individuals capable of pregnancy).
· Sign waiver indicating individual is asymptomatic, and declines physical examination, in spite of awareness that an examination may change treatment recommendations.
· Are 18 years of age or older.
· Weigh more than 45 kg (99 lbs).

Resources:
· The STD Clinical Consultation Network (STDCCN) provides FREE expert STD clinician-clinician consultation. Visit the STD Clinical Consultation Network.
· Materials such as brochures and wallet cards are available at no cost to you on the Massachusetts Health Promotion Clearinghouse.
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