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Local public health nurses assist with vaccinations 

Northampton 
Melrose

Milton





www.mass.gov/covidvaccine



www.mass.gov/CovidData



Determination of Need: 

New England Surgery Center, LLC Request for 

Proposed Substantial Change in Service



Final Promulgation of Amendments 

to 105 CMR 700.000

Implementation of M.G.L. c. 94C

Public Health Council

January 20, 2021

Lauren B. Nelson, Esq.

Director of Policy and Regulatory Affairs

Bureau of Health Professions Licensure



Summary of Regulation

105 CMR 700.000, Implementation of M.G.L. c. 94C: 

• Sets forth consistent standards for the safety, security and 
storage of controlled substances;

• Outlines Drug Control Program (DCP) requirements for 
practitioners and facilities to receive a Massachusetts 
Controlled Substances Registration (MCSR); and 

• Manages oversight of the Massachusetts Prescription 
Awareness Tool (MassPAT) through the Prescription 
Monitoring Program (PMP). 
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Flu Vaccine Administration

Prior to November 18, 2020, 105 CMR 700.003(H) allowed the 
Commissioner to expand flu vaccine administration by authorizing DPH 
licensed or certified health care professionals or medical or nursing students 
to possess and administer vaccine for the prevention of a pandemic, novel,
or seasonal influenza virus, after determining there are insufficient health 
care professionals available for timely vaccine administration, and issuing an 
order authorizing such administration.

• November 2, 2020 – The Commissioner made such a determination and 
issued such an order under this regulation for paramedics, medical 
students and nursing students to administer influenza vaccine. 
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COVID-19 Vaccine Administration

On November 18, 2020, the Public Health Council approved an emergency 
amendment to 105 CMR 700.003(H) to provide greater access to COVID-19 
vaccine by authorizing possession and administration by DPH licensed or 
certified health care professionals or qualified medical or nursing students to 
designated vaccines for the prevention of a pandemic, novel or other vaccine-
preventable disease, rather than only influenza. 

• Link to Current Order and Guidance under the Emergency Amendment: 
Order of the Commissioner of Public Health Allowing Certain Individuals to 
Administer Influenza and COVID-19 Vaccines | Mass.gov
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Summary of Comments

During the Public Comment period, 21 comments were received from students and 
programs for licensure as Physician Assistants:

• Commenters, including PHC members, expressed support for Pharmacy students’ 
and PA students’ capability and training to provide vaccine administration.

• Professors at PA Programs outlined the length and rigor of programs to prepare PAs 
to work in health care facilities, with at least 4 hours of injection training, including 
indications, contra-indications, and risks of injections and immunizations.

• Students noted that PA Programs are spread widely across Massachusetts, 
expanding access to vaccines in western MA if added to the pool of vaccinators.

• The Massachusetts Association of Physician Assistants implored DPH, at a time 
when residents must have access to fast, effective vaccinations, to recognize that PA 
students possess skills and experience equivalent to Nurse Practitioners.
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Summary of Amendments – Post-Comment

The proposed post-comment emergency amendments expand 
access to vaccine further by authorizing possession and 
administration by a larger pool of individuals from which the 
Commissioner may designate vaccinators

• including any student of a program for licensure as a health 
care professional.

Together, the Emergency Regulation and these proposed amendments allow 
the commissioner to expand access to designated vaccines AND designated 
vaccinators.

13Massachusetts Department of Public Health       mass.gov/dph



Regulation Changes (Post-Comment): 
Students of Programs for Licensure of Health Care Professionals

• Bold blue = new language

• Red strikethrough = deleted language

• Regular text = existing language

• Bold green = changes post comment

(H) Notwithstanding any other Department regulation, a health care professional duly licensed or 
certified by the Department, or a medical or nursing student duly enrolled in an approved or 
accredited program for licensure as a health care professional and acting in accordance with the 
policies of that program, may possess and administer any vaccine designated by the Commissioner
for the prevention of a pandemic, novel, or seasonal influenza virusother vaccine-preventable 
disease, provided the Commissioner determines that there are or will be insufficient health care 
professionals available for timely vaccine administration and issues an order authorizing such 
administration.

(1) To the extent authorized by 105 CMR 700.003(H), a health care professional duly licensed or 
certified by the Department, or a medical or nursing student duly enrolled in an approved or 
accredited program for licensure as a health care professional and acting in accordance with the 
policies of that program, may administer vaccine if:
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Next Steps

It is respectfully requested that the Public Health 
Council vote to approve the post-comment 
emergency amendments to the regulation, 105 
CMR 700.000, for final promulgation.
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Thank you for the opportunity to present this information today.

For more information regarding Drug Control, including the Prescription 
Monitoring Program, please find the relevant statutory language and the full 
current regulation here:

https://www.mass.gov/doc/105-cmr-700-implementation-of-mgl-
c94c/download

Please direct any questions to:
David E. Johnson, Director

Drug Control Program
Bureau of Health Professions Licensure

dcp.dph@mass.gov
617-983-6700

https://www.mass.gov/doc/105-cmr-700-implementation-of-mgl-c94c/download
mailto:dcp.dph@mass.gov
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HEALTH EQUITY DASHBOARDS

History & Purpose



• ​​Disparities in health outcomes are linked with socioeconomic status, 
race/ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, immigration, history, and other 
social characteristics

• Development of Health Equity Dashboards via Population Health Information 
Tool (PHIT) to highlight persistent disparities part of ISA with EHS

• These data are consolidated from previously existing DPH reports and we 
encourage viewers to supplement their knowledge by following links to the 
sources provided throughout the report 

• These Health Equity Dashboards aim to:
• Improve access to data by populations rather than by health outcome

• Give the viewer an introductory level understanding to existing disparities for each 
population and provide actionable data

History & Purpose
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RACE & HISPANIC ETHNICITY DASHBOARD

Overview & Structure



• Communities of Color is the first to be developed  
in the Health Equity Dashboard series

• The Dashboard highlights the impact of race and 
ethnicity on the health of MA residents
• This initial version focuses on the 1997 Office of 

Management and Budget (OMB) standards Race 
and Ethnicity categories and Hispanic origin

• The Race and Hispanic Ethnicity Dashboard 
provides health outcome data from across DPH 
in a centralized location
• Data are consolidated from previously existing reports 

published by DPH 

• Supporting materials including key terms, 
references, technical notes on data collection are 
also provided 

21

Examples of Supporting Materials

Dashboard Overview



• Organized by 9 Health 
Outcomes plus a section 
on the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic

• Health Outcomes and 
Indicators selected for 
this version were guided 
by the 2017 State Health 
Assessment
• We gathered equity 

metrics found in 
numerous published DPH 
data reports in one 
location with the goal of 
providing actionable data 
to inform current health 
equity efforts 

Dashboard Structure
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Title Page

Health 
Outcome

s

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/2017-state-health-assessment


• Each outcome 
features 2-3 
indicators by 
available 
race/ethnicity 
data

• Focus is 
on recent       
data (2014-
present) that 
is publicly 
available

Dashboard Indicators
Health Outcome 
Topic

Data Indicators Included

Overall Health Adults Reporting Fair or Poor Health

Mortality Premature Mortality, Leading Causes of Death, All Cancers Mortality, Prostate Cancer 
Mortality, Breast Cancer Mortality

Chronic Diseases Incidence of All Cancers, ED Visits for Diabetes, Asthma Hospitalizations

Wellness Physical Activity, Adequate Fruit & Vegetable Consumption, Obesity, Current Smoking 
& Successful Quitting, Flu Vaccinations, Hepatitis B Vaccinations, Recent Dental Visits

Mental Health Suicide Rates, Youth Suicide Attempts, Youth Depression Symptoms, Adult Depression 
Diagnoses, Postpartum Depressive Symptoms

Maternal & Child Health Overweight during Pregnancy & Gestational Diabetes Mellitus, Adequate Prenatal 
Care,  Severe Maternal Morbidity, Infant Mortality Rate, Preterm Births, Children with 
Lead Poisoning, 

Injury & Exposure to 
Violence

Youth Bullied at School,  Work Related Hospitalizations, Homicide Rates, Firearm 
Death Rates

Addiction Heavy Drinking, Opioid-Related Overdose Fatalities, Referral & Enrollment in 
Intervention Programs for Infants with Neonatal Abstinence Syndrome, Enrollment in 
Addiction Services

Infectious Diseases Tuberculosis Cases, Infectious Syphilis Cases, HIV Diagnoses

COVID-19 Pandemic COVID-10 Cases, Hospitalizations, and Deaths 23
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RACE & HISPANIC ETHNICITY DASHBOARD

Key Features



• Interactive format is 
available that provides 
links to data sources and 
additional information 
(e.g. confidence intervals)
• Additional functionality to 

be added

Dashboard Key Features
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Links to data 
source/further 

information 

Example of Features from Content Pages

Interactive 
“hover” that 
shows more 
detailed data 

(i.e. confidence 
intervals)



• Consistent color 
scheme for easier 
visual navigation 
throughout 

• Data findings are 
framed by historical 
context
• Historical context 

provides narrative 
overviews of 
important events and 
policies that have had 
an impact on social 
determinants of 
health

Dashboard Key Features
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Example of Features from Content Pages

Example of 
Historical 
Context 

Consistent 
color 

scheme 
for groups 

across 
graphs



• Key findings from each 
chart aids in data 
interpretation
• Relevant data notes are 

provided for each source

• Equity Spotlights are 
found throughout the 
dashboard
• These short texts are 

meant to draw attention 
to systemic and 
structural inequality that 
serve as driving factors 
or impediments to good 
health

Dashboard Key Features
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Example of Features from Content Pages

Key 
finding for 

chart

Example of 
Equity 

Spotlight with 
references 

and links to 
tools for 
further 

research

Data 
note that 
defines 
metric
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RACE & HISPANIC ETHNICITY DASHBOARD

Next Steps



• This website will be a mobile 
friendly access point for data 
disaggregated by 
race/ethnicity via the PHIT 
website.

• OPH is currently engaging with 
a vendor to help create a 
centralized website for the 
Health Equity Dashboards
• The website will allow for 

further interactivity, mobile-
friendly navigation and search 
features so viewers can find 
population/topics of interest 
easily

Draft Layout 

Next Phase: Website Development (Q1 2021)
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• This initial Race and Hispanic Ethnicity Dashboard is a brief 
overview of Communities of Color

• We are working on expanding this Dashboard by:
• Adding more health indicators 

• Using detailed ethnicity data (e.g. indicators that are available by 
countries of origin)

• Updating COVID-19 data

• Incorporation of additional and interactive maps

• Adding indicators that feature intersectionality populations (e.g. health 
indicators by race and gender)

Future Work: More In-depth Dashboard for Communities of 
Color (Q2 2021 and Beyond)
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HEALTH EQUITY DASHBOARDS

Next Steps



• Additional Dashboards on the other 
Commissioner identified priority 
populations will be created

• Additional visual representations of 
additional analytics to 
indicate statistically significant 
differences 

People 
Who

Experience 
homelessness 

or housing 
instability 

Have a history 
of 

incarceration 

Have co-
occurring 

mental health 
& substance 
use disorders 

Are pregnant 
& postpartum 

Are members 
of 

communities 
of color 

Commissioner Priority Populations*

*CY 20

Future Work: Additional Health Equity Dashboards 
(Q2 2021 and Beyond)
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APPENDIX

Full Race & Hispanic Ethnicity Dashboard



https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection95d1c2ee2de9266c7922?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection5b856a539ee7ba4ed9e6?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectionf49c5f3a420925d8271a?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectionbdcaa7327b8271007629?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection7f931fc876be8430c8d5?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectioncd6253b859aea04a4a8e?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectione85a6dea463c5e5332ea?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectiond4bbffa4f69a81572cc1?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection2335faaefddd78690fb5?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection627f1527146e52bf7b16?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectiona9e1cae392b5c4b54dbe?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection447fc2c326a7039ee087?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection90ac249928d108a07dd3?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection721dea020d28aa5ce301?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection7be026f327c1a0701e14?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection7d006743df19e29c0f6b?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectiond70a6851c1bcd0ec1921?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection8bf4e2253d41b108a418?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectiondc051a99fa8122d6a512?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection5c2b4970bb79882879e2?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectionec75d90d071a26198b28?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection443679bf600a9be6c053?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSection9697bd7415a0da88a44a?pbi_source=PowerPoint


https://app.powerbigov.us/groups/me/reports/a82c5c00-9f51-47ca-873b-e69d7be13176/ReportSectionf87750eece00eb108496?pbi_source=PowerPoint


Connect with DPH

@MassDPH

Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health

DPH blog
https://blog.mass.gov/publichealth

www.mass.gov/dph



Next Meeting:

February 17, 2021


