August 7, 2016

Massachusetts Governor Charlie Baker
Massachusetts State House

Office of the Governor

Room 280

Boston, MA 02133

Cc: Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey
One Ashburton Place
Boston, MA 02108-1518

Dear Governor Baker:

We are Massachusetts physicians, public health professionals, and constituents, wishing to
voice our strong support for the Assault Weapons Ban Enforcement Notice issued on July 19th
by Massachusetts Attorney General Maura Healey.

We see the current gun violence crisis as an urgent public health issue facing our state and
country, and as residents of Massachusetts, we are privileged to live in a state that has
demonstrated critical leadership on this issue. As public health professionals we strongly
support the existing assault weapons ban in our state, and feel that this ban is essential to
reduce both accidental and intentional deaths caused by these weapons. Appropriately, our
state’s law already explicitly banned “copies and duplicates” of all weapons prohibited under the
ban. We agree that gun manufacturers should not be able to circumvent our law by producing
and marketing so-called “state-compliant” weapons with trivial changes that do nothing to
mitigate the lethal capability of the original. It is obvious to us that these “copycats” retain the
same devastating ability to kill many innocent human beings quickly. We therefore strongly
support our Attorney General in clarifying in the Enforcement Notice that weapons with
essentially the same operating system or with key functional components interchangeable with
those of banned weapons are also illegal under our ban. To us, as public health professionals,
it is sensible--and in fact imperative--to ensure that a law that was meant to protect people from
extremely dangerous guns is meaningfully enforced. The health of the public of Massachusetts
simply requires that these lethal weapons stay out of our homes and off our streets.

As Governor, you have already demonstrated impressive leadership on another public health
crisis--opiate abuse--and gun violence needs to be addressed with similar urgency. As
professionals who devote our lives to keeping fellow human beings healthy and safe, we are
strongly in support of our Attorney General’s efforts to protect Massachusetts citizens from gun
violence. We urge you to stand with the Attorney General and to do everything in your own



power to mitigate the risks and impact of gun violence in our state, and to thus protect the health
and safety of the public.
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