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The Massachusetts acupuncture statutes require each applicant to “demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the English language so that he may understand and be understood by patients and physicians, or have a translator available to communicate with patients and physicians.” Mass. Gen. Laws c. 112, § 152(c). The Committee on Acupuncture’s regulations add a test requirement: 

An applicant shall demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the English language to understand and be understood by patients, physicians, and Board and Committee personnel, by submitting to the Committee proof of achieving the passing score on the TOEFL examination, or by certifying that he/she will employ the services of an interpreter at his/her own expense.   
243 CMR 5.02(3)(c)

The Committee, in consultation with the Board’s Director of Licensing, shall approve examinations of English language proficiency that applicants may use to demonstrate sufficient knowledge of English. The Committee, in consultation with the Board’s Director of Licensing, shall determine the passing score for each examination approved by the Committee.  
Waiver of English Proficiency Test Requirement
International applicants whose native language is not English will need to demonstrate sufficient knowledge of the English language. If the applicant’s high school, college or acupuncture school had English as the primary language of instruction and curriculum, the applicant is exempted from the test requirement. 
An applicant may ask the Committee to waive the English proficiency test requirement by explaining in writing how he/she has attained a level of English language proficiency that is satisfactory to the Committee. The applicant seeking waiver may include personal or professional references that can attest to the applicant’s proficiency. The decision to waive the test requirement is in the discretion of the Committee on Acupuncture. 

