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Association (CTA) & Backcountry Chapters





Site of 
former 
CCC 
ski area at 
Mt. Grace 
State 
Forest in 
Warwick, 
MA.





Brandon Gap on 
the Long Trail in 
Vermont.
(right)

USFS and 
Ridgeline/CTA 
Partnership to 
Manage 
Backcountry Ski 
Zones (left)

First in the U.S!



Zac Freeman and Angus McCusker, Founders of Ridgeline Outdoor  Collective (formerly RASTA)

Photo Courtesy of ROC





A gorgeous Fall trail work day 
at Beartown State Forest,
South Lee, MA.



What is backcountry skiing, anyways?



‘Uphill’ racers at a 
WMBA Skimo 
event @ Berkshire 
East Ski Resort

Solitude and fresh 
snow at 
Berkshire Snow Basin,
Cummington, MA.



Busy Day at 
Beatown: 
No lifts to be seen!

Photo Courtesy of DCR Archives



Modern 
backcountry gear:

-Extremely 
lightweight

-High density, super 
strong composite 
materials

-Bindings adjust for 
uphill/downhill use

--Flip a few levers, 
pull those skins,
 and ready to rip!



Backcountry snowboarding 
at ‘lost’ ski area 
Petersburg Pass, MA/NY border



Backcountry skiers on 
Hillmans Highway,
Mount Washington, NH

Boulder hopping at Brandon Gap, VT



Images courtesy of CTA’s 
‘Vermont Backcountry Ski 
Handbook’



Image courtesy of CTA’s ‘Vermont Backcountry Ski Handbook’



Pulling skins on an AT ‘frame’ 
type binding

Tele skier dropping 
the knee….and 
freeing his soul!

Splitboards, 
for the 
backcountry 
snowboard 
enthusiast 



Lower 
elevations in 
New England 
definitely 
require 
‘brushing’..

@Beartown S.F



CTA Membership Levels
Student/Limited Income - $25.00

 Individual - $40.00

 Family - $60.00

 Patron - $100.00

 Benefactor - $250.00

 Protector - $1000.00

 Business - $200.00

 Lifetime - $1500.00

 Lifetime Family - $2000.00



FASTEST GROWING SPORTS

1. Pickleball: 171.1% increase
2. Alpine touring: 115% increase
3. Winter fat biking: 69.4% increase
4. Off-course golf: 67.5% increase
5. Snowboard touring: 59.1% increase

Source SIA SNOWSPORTS

Insights, data & more: A closer look at skier participation around the 
United States
Published on February 16, 2023
by FREESKIERrmation from Freeskier magazine 





Economic data 
from just over
 the boarder
 in VT. Hyper 
local economic 
drivers for rural 
communities. 





● Secure access for ski and 
snowboard use of backcountry 
terrain in the region

● Maintain existing terrain and to 
develop new zones with 
membership support

● Build community and life-long 
social connections.  

● Provide technical education for 
safe travel in the backcountry

WMBA Mission Statement

#
#
#
#






End of season bike ride and 
cookout hosted by Lloyd 
Crawford at his property 
Stump Sprouts in Hawley. A 
DCR property with 
conservation restriction 
maintained by Lloyd



Annual Zealand 
Falls Hut Trip





Member Topics for Message Board:

● People looking for ski partners
● Pictures of individual trips to our and other zones
● Communicating about upcoming events
● Conditions reports for our zones 
● Travel advisories
● Problems at our zone (down trees/parking issues)
● Ideas for classes or seminars





CORPORATE SPONSORS





Cost of touring 
Equipment 

● Touring or backcountry skis $600
● Touring boots $500
● Touring or touring capable bindings $400
● Touring poles $100
● Climbing skins $100
● Ski helmet or climbing helmet $150 



Original ski trail 
maps from 
Beartown and 
Snow Basin. 





The Base at Snow Basin (2000) Stan and Ruth Brown Photos Courtesy of Jeremy Clark and 
New England Ski History





Catching an 
early season 
storm at Snow 
Basin!

December 2023



Welcome to Beartown



Photos Courtesy of National  Archives



Photo courtesy of DCR Archives

CCC Camp at 
Beartown State 
Forest 

Circa 1933



Beartown Map with Surface Lifts for the 
Lower Slopes circa 1940

Beartown After Closing circa 1970 



Photos courtesy of the DCR Archives

Above: Navigating the crowds at Beartown.      Right: Skiing the open slopes of Polar 



Photos Courtesy of DCR Archives

CCC Trail Work at Beartown 
(above).

Looking down the ‘Upper Rope Tow’ line,
Now a steep and narrow skiable chute.
(below)



Double Chimney Ski Lodge at Beartown



Over fifty years since closing and still the 
double fireplace chimneys of Beartown’s 
former ski lodge still stand.



Original plans from CCC The Beartown Heritage Ski Trail Rehabilitation 
Project: Phase I

• Brush out to trails to historical width…and make 
skiable Kodiak, Grizzly, Panda, and Polar Trails

• Highlight Polar as intermediate and Kodiak & Grizzly 
as advanced

• Create one-way traffic (uphill for access) along Panda 
Trail to top of ski area & widen in areas sufficient for 
some downhill in predetermined locations

• Mow and trim access road behind gate #4, remove 
debris in culverts, drainage, and ditches

• Paint and letter gate #4 appropriately

• Put up signage at entrance and along Polar and Panda 
trails, including paint blazing

Adam Morris and Neal 
Chamberlain in 
attendance at our WMBA 
Annual Meeting 2023







The Wildcat 
Trail—----

A backcountry ski touring 
trail, built by the CCC, 
connecting Beartown Ski 
area and G Bar S Ranch 
(now Butternut Ski Resort)

Map Courtesy of DCR Archives









Thank you!

www.wmassbcalliance.org

For more info please visit us online:


