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SOLID WASTE 
MASTER PLAN: 

RESIDENTIAL 
WASTE 
REDUCTION

Goals

• Increase quality of and reduce contamination in 
residential recycling streams.

• Reduce disposal of residential waste through 
source reduction, reuse, recycling, and 
composting.

• Target materials: Mixed residential recyclables, 
organics, textiles, mattresses, and bulky 
materials.



RESIDENTIAL WASTE REDUCTION PRIORITIES: 
HOW ARE WE DOING?

✓Source Reduction & Reuse (R&R) Workgroup and Action Plan

• Municipal recycling contracting guidance

• Incentives and grants: SMRP, RDP, PAYT

• Technical Assistance: MACs, HHP/HHW collection support, state contracts

• Training, education, outreach: RIQ Kit adoption, RSMA

• Policies and regulations: textile/mattress waste bans, support EPR approaches, 

support development for hauler recycling requirement/access to recycling for all 



MUNICIPAL 
WASTE 
REDUCTION
PROGRAMS

Our Three-Legged Stool

Grants

• Sustainable Materials Recovery Program

• Reuse Microgrants

Outreach and Education

• RecycleSmartMA

• Beyond the Bin

• Webinars/Trainings

Technical Assistance

• Municipal Assistance Coordinators

• 1:1 Site Visits

• Working Groups

• Website Resources

• Best Practices & Templates



GRANTS 
OFFERED 
THROUGH THE 
MUNICIPAL 
BRANCH

Sustainable Materials Recovery Program

• Drop-Off Equipment (reuse, recycling, HHW & universal waste)

• Food Waste Collection Carts

• Pay As You Throw 

• Recycling Dividends Program (RDP)

• Regional Small-Scale Initiatives

• Waste Reduction/ Organics Capacity/ HHW Facility   

Reduce, Reuse, Repair Micro-Grant

• Short term projects that reduce waste in Massachusetts by 

extending the life of products through donation, sharing, rescue, 

reuse and/or repair.



SMRP AND MICRO-GRANT: 
ELIGIBILITY AND FOCUS

Sustainable Materials Recovery Program

Eligible Entities: 

• Municipalities

• Solid Waste Districts 

• Regional Authorities

Focus: 

• Residential waste reduction, reuse, recycling 

composting, HHW collection, contamination 

reduction

Budget: ~$4-4.5M annually

Reduce, Reuse, Repair Micro-Grant

Eligible Entities:

• Nonprofit and for-profit organizations

• Regional Authorities

• Municipalities

• Schools and colleges

Focus:

• Reuse and Repair

Budget: ~$125K annually



SMRP OVER 
THE YEARS

Year Total # Grants
RDP & SSI 

Funding
Other SMRP Grants

Total 

Awarded

2020 302 $3.2 M $700 K $3.9 M

2021 266 $3.2 M None This Year $3.2 M

2022 314 $3.4 M $750 K $4.2 M

2023 308 $3.7 M $1.5 M $5.2 M

2024 323 $ 3.1 M $1.1 M $4.2 M

2025 Estimated Budget of $4.0 – $4.5 M



SMRP 
AWARDS: 
CY2021-
CY2024

Total # 

Awards

Total 

Award Value 

Drop-off equipment 38 $206,000

Food waste collection carts 6 $243,060

Pay As You Throw 5 $497,870

Recycling Dividends Program 

(RDP)

1,046 $13,255,465 

Regional Small-scale Initiatives 20 $32,000

Larger Projects:  Waste Reduction, 

Organics Capacity, HHW Facility

6 $937,295



CLOSER LOOK AT RDP

RDP = Recycling Dividends Program

• Best Practices Framework

• Municipalities earn points based on 

programs implemented

• Point values based on # of HHs served

Menu of Categories

✓ Bulky Items

✓ CHARMs

✓ Curbside Recycling Regulations

✓ Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

✓ HHW Collection

✓ Organics/Food Waste

✓ Recycling Center Access

✓ Reuse Programs

✓ Solid Waste Reduction

✓ Waste Prevention Outreach and Education

RDP is largest award category; 

municipal investment of grant funds is key.



10
More $ being spent 

on outreach & 

education, public 

spaces, and organics 

diversion.

Annual RDP funds spent similar 

to annual RDP awards.

Balance remaining is still high.  



REDUCE, REUSE, REPAIR MICRO-GRANT  

Goals:

• Increase access, interest, and participation 

in reuse and repair.

• Build sustainable infrastructure that 

supports widespread adoption of reuse 

and repair in MA.

• Encourage innovation through testing or 

expanding new approaches, systems, or 

technologies with wide impact. 

➢Award value: $3K-10K

➢ 92 applications received (Spring 2025)

➢Wide range of projects supporting reuse 

and repair

➢More than $277K awarded since 2021



A FEW EXAMPLES

Franklin County Regional Repair Cafe

Recirclable: Reusable Takeout 

Containers for Restaurants

The BYTE Shop: Electronics Repair

ReThink Disposables: 

Truro Community Kitchen 

Fresh Start Furniture Bank Urban Missionaries of Our Lady 

of Hope:  Thrift Shop



QUESTIONS AND 
FEEDBACK



RECYCLE SMART MA & BEYOND THE BIN



recyclesmartma.org

• Resources and tools for residents and 
municipalities (and everyone else in MA 
too!)

• Recyclopedia - what can and cannot go in 
your home recycling bin

• Social media posts, newsletters, videos, 
signs, much more

• Accessibility, Recycling Guide available in 12 
Languages

• Support for EJ communities (transit ad 
campaign, digital ad pilot program)

• Annual RRRpalooza 



BEYOND 
THE BIN



METRICS REPORTS



QUESTIONS AND 
FEEDBACK



TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE

REGIONAL
MACS



WORKING GROUPS: 
  GREEN SWORD 
   BEST PRACTICES WITH HAULING CONTRACTS



SHORT TERM PROJECTS: 

• Municipalities apply for up to 80 hours of 

technical assistance

• Single project from 6 categories with 

specific deliverables

• Rolling applications accepted

• 160 projects awarded since 2014

Examples:

✓Pay-As-You-Throw

✓Contracting for Solid Waste/Recycling  

✓School Recycling & Composting

✓Regional Initiatives

✓Regulations and Enforcement

✓Recycling IQ Implementation



COMPREHENSIVE ASSISTANCE: 
PAYT = PRIORITY 

TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE REQUIRED 

FOR PAYT GRANT 
FUNDS

PAYT GRANT 
PRIORITIZED FOR 

FUNDING

PAYT WEBINARS FOR 
NEW PROGRAMS AND 
UPDATING EXISTING 

PROGRAMS

EXTENSIVE WEBSITE 
RESOURCES AND CASE 

STUDIES

PAYT PROGRAMS EARN 
RDP POINTS AS BEST 

PRACTICE



MUNICIPAL RECYCLING COORDINATOR 
MEETINGS + NEWSLETTERS



TEMPLATE: 

BEST PRACTICES FOR 
MUNICIPALITIES 
DEVELOPING PRIVATE 
HAULER 
REGULATIONS



TEMPLATES: 
MUNICIPAL CONTRACTING



STATE CONTRACTS 

FAC90: Mattress recycling

FAC110: HHW and Universal Waste collection and processing

FAC113: Containers for recycling, composting, drop-off programs, curbside programs, schools, 

public spaces 

PAYT bags/turnkey services

Promote use of Environmentally Preferable Products



RESIDENTIAL 
WASTE 
REDUCTION 
PRIORITIES: 

HOW ARE WE 
DOING?

✓Source Reduction & Reuse (R&R) Workgroup and Action 

Plan

• Municipal recycling contracting guidance

• Incentives and grants: SMRP, RDP, PAYT

• Technical Assistance: MACs, HHP/HHW collection support, 

state contracts

• Training, education, outreach: RIQ Kit adoption, RSMA

• Policies and regulations: textile/mattress waste ban 

support, support EPR approaches, support hauler recycling 

requirements/ access to recycling for all 



QUESTIONS AND 
FEEDBACK



CONTACT 

Kathi Mirza

Branch Chief

Municipal Waste Reduction Programs

MassDEP 

kathi.mirza@mass.gov

617.571.0900

mailto:kathi.mirza@mass.gov
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