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Commercial Organics Diversion 

Resources & Case Studies
Organics Subcommittee Meeting

June 1, 2022

FREE ASSISTANCE FOR 

BUSINESSES & INSTITUTIONS
RecyclingWorks MA is funded by MassDEP, delivered under contract by the Center for EcoTechnology

recyclingworksma.com

WASTE REDUCTION OPPORTUNITIES 

FOR BUSINESSES & INSTITUTIONS

Zero Waste Amherst July 22, 2020
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Evaluate existing waste streams

Identify opportunities to divert and prevent waste

Empower employees through education and training

Waste bin signage

Cost analysis

Connect with haulers

Virtual or Onsite Assistance

MASSACHUSETTS WASTE BANS

Commercial food waste

(threshold reduction to .5 ton/wk, effective Nov 1, 2022)

Effective Nov 1, 2022: Textiles & Mattresses & Box Springs

Cardboard & paper

Metal, glass, and plastic containers

Construction & demolition materials

Yard waste

recyclingworksma.com/waste-bans-and-compliance/

White goods
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https://recyclingworksma.com/waste-bans-and-compliance/
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Massachusetts Commercial Food Waste Ban

Current: Entities generating 1 
ton or more of food material 
per week currently subject

recyclingworksma.com/commercial-organics-waste-ban/

Update effective Nov 1, 2022: 
Entities generating 1/2 ton or 

more of food material per 
week

Estimating Food Waste Generation
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https://recyclingworksma.com/commercial-organics-waste-ban/
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recyclingworksma.com/massdep-sites-accepting-diverted-food-material
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https://recyclingworksma.com/massdep-sites-accepting-diverted-food-material
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Sharing Best Practices: Blogs, Case Studies, Social Media

Gives surplus foods to employees on a “share shelf"

Tracks food waste with clear containers, reducing portion sizes

Repurposes foods into new meals – arugula into pesto
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Reduced waste and disposal 

costs by serving fries with the 

skins on instead of peeling them

Saus Boston

recyclingworksma.com/local-boston-restaurant-finds-success-source-reduction-composting/

Donated cracked/broken/smudged treats 

to the South Shore Community Action 

Council

Reuses dough scraps

Composts crumbs

Reuses packaging

Valo's 3rd birthday enjoying Preppy Puppy treats
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https://recyclingworksma.com/local-boston-restaurant-finds-success-source-reduction-composting/
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Too Good To Go partnership: 

Bakery customers receive variety 

of unsold artisan breads in 

surprise bags at reduced prices

Nashoba Brook Bakery

Donates surplus bread and 

diverts scraps to feed cows 

in Concord, MA
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The Lenox Hotel

Excess edible food is donated to 
the Boston Rescue Mission

Pre- and post-consumer food 
scraps are separated and 
composted

Program success linked to 
employee education

Established a performance plan for third-party food service provider

Leanpath technology used to track food waste

Educational signage across campus
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Composts food scraps from the cafeteria 

on-site

Transitioned from polystyrene trays to 

compostable trays

Compostable trays are used in the on-

site composters as layering/"browns"

Hingham High School

thegreenteam.org/the-green-team-hingham-high-school-case-study/

Increase awareness

Collect marketplace data

Develop resources & guidance 
documents

Host roundtables

Engaging With 
Stakeholders
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https://thegreenteam.org/the-green-team-hingham-high-school-case-study/
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Community 
Partnerships To 

Reach 
Local Businesses

21

22



6/2/2022

11

23

24



6/2/2022

12

THANK YOU!

Abbey Massaro

Abbey.Massaro@cetonline.org

(413) 348-1640

info@recyclingworksma.com

888-254-5525

www.recyclingworksma.com
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