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304.001: Purpose
The purpose of 105 CMR 304.000 is to specify persons who are authorized to obtain a social security number in a record of death.
304.002: Scope
105 CMR 304.000 applies to all records of deaths which occur in the Commonwealth collected pursuant to M.G.L. c. 46, § 1 which are in the custody of the Registry of Vital Records and Statistics or a local clerk.
304.005: Persons with a Legitimate Need to Access a Social Security Number
The social security number in a record of death shall not be made available except upon a request from a person with a legitimate need as follows: 

Persons with a legitimate need for the social security number in a record of death include the following individuals who are at least 18 years of age, or an adjudicated emancipated minor, upon presentation of satisfactory evidence in a form required by the Massachusetts Registrar of Vital Records and Statistics: 

(A) The spouse or domestic partner of the decedent identified in the record of death 
(B) The parent or legal guardian of the decedent identified in the record of death
(C) The child of the decedent identified in the record of death
(D) The grandchild of the decedent identified in the record of death
(E) The grandparent of the decedent identified in the record of death
(F) The sibling of the decedent identified in the record of death
(G) The informant listed on the record of death
(H) A funeral director, licensed in accordance with M.G.L. c. 112, § 83, who is listed on the record of death
(I) A conservator, personal representative, or legal representative of the decedent’s estate
(J) A government official who needs access to a decedent’s social security number to fulfill an official government function
(K) A person identified through court order to have access to the decedent’s social security number 
(L) Any other person with a direct tangible interest in the estate of the decedent, at the discretion of the Registrar of Vital Records and Statistics or the local clerk where the death occurred. 
304.010: Severability 
If any provision of 105 CMR 304.000 shall be declared invalid for any reason whatsoever, that decision shall not affect any other portion of 105 CMR 304.000, which shall remain in full force and effect, and to this end the provisions of 105 CMR 304.000 are hereby declared severable.

 REGULATORY AUTHORITY 105 CMR 304.000:  M.G.L. c. 17, § 4, and M.G.L. c. 111, § 3.




