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8.01: Definitions

International Board-Certified Lactation Consultant (IBCLC). A person who holds current certification from the International Board of Lactation Consultant Examiners as a lactation consultant after demonstrating the appropriate education, knowledge and experience necessary for independent clinical practice.

International Board of Lactation Consultant Examiners (IBLCE). The international certification body that confers the International Board-Certified Lactation Consultant credential and which is independently accredited by the National Commission for Certifying Agencies.

Licensed Lactation Consultant.  A person licensed to practice Lactation Consulting in accordance with M.G.L. c. 112, § 23B.


8.02: Licensure of Licensed Lactation Consultants

(1) License Application.  For purposes of 259 CMR 2.02: Licensing Process, an applicant for licensure as a licensed lactation consultant must: 

(a) be 18 years of age or older,
(b) hold a current certification as an IBCLC by the IBLCE or its successor organization approved by the Board and 
(c) have successfully passed the IBCLC Examination administered by the IBLCE or other examination approved by the Board.
(2) License Renewal.  As a condition to renew a licensed lactation consultant License, a Licensee must meet the renewal requirements set forth in 259 CMR 2.04: Requirements for Renewal of License, the continuing education requirements set forth in 259 CMR 7.01(1), and provide proof of certification as an IBCLC by the IBLCE, or its successor organization approved by the Board, in effect for the entire renewal period.

8.03:  Standards of Practice: 
A licensed lactation consultant shall comply with:
(1)	federal, state and local laws, and 259 CMR;
(2)	the Code of Professional Conduct for IBCLCs published by the IBLCE, effective May 1, 2023, to the extent that said provision is not inconsistent with federal or state law or 259 CMR.  

8.04:  Grounds for Board Action 
The Board may, through processes set out in M.G.L. c. 30A, M.G.L. c. 112, §§ 61 through 65E, and 801 CMR 1.00 et seq., take action against any licensed lactation consultant or individual representing themselves as a licensed lactation consultant.  Grounds for disciplinary action are set forth in 259 CMR 9.00: Standards of Conduct and Grounds for Disciplinary Action.  
Draft v. 3
