Section 7.  Destruction of case records
A.  Case records not required to be retained pursuant to Section 3 may be destroyed ten years after final disposition of a case provided that:
(1) unless this rule states that sampling is not necessary, a sample pursuant to Section 6 has been retained;
(2) the clerk certifies to the appropriate Chief Justice that the dockets for any case records to be destroyed contain essential information including:
(a) entries indicating that a party was represented by counsel or waived counsel pursuant to S.J.C. Rule 3:10 in cases where counsel is required; and
(b) in civil cases, information sufficient to permit execution on a judgment within twenty years after the date of the judgment.
(3) in any criminal case in which a defendant has been sentenced to more than ten years' imprisonment, the case records shall be retained for the period of time that the defendant remains in the custody of the Commonwealth or under parole or probation supervision in connection with that case; and
(4) transcripts in cases not decided by the Supreme Judicial Court may be destroyed ten years after final disposition of a case without the need to sample under Section 6.; and
· (5) sealed case records not otherwise required to be retained by this rule may be destroyed 100 years after final disposition of the case.


