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GUIDELINES FOR OUTDOOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE SERVICE AREAS 

1. The licensure of outdoor alcoholic beverage service areas that are outside of the “suitable 

building” as provided in M.G.L. c. 138, §1, must follow the license application and 

approval process as provided in Chapter 138 for retail on-premises consumption licenses. 

2. Local Licensing Authorities (“LLAs”) have discretion to apply reasonable conditions to 

the outdoor alcoholic beverage service areas, such as the requirement of food service and/or 

seated service. 

3. All applications for outdoor alcoholic beverage service areas must include documentation 

demonstrating the right of the Licensee to occupy or permission to use the outdoor 

alcoholic beverage service area(s).  This must include permission to transport alcoholic 

beverages over public property, if applicable, such as over public sidewalks. 

4. Outdoor alcoholic beverage service areas should be contiguous to the licensed building 

premises with a clear and direct view of the outdoor area from inside the licensed building 

premises.  Further, the Licensee must actively supervise the outside alcoholic beverage 

service area. 

5. Outdoor alcoholic beverage service areas that are noncontiguous to the premises’ building 

are permitted.  However, they must be in the immediate vicinity of, and within clear and 

direct view of, the existing licensed building premises. Licensees are reminded that their 

applications may be denied if, in the LLA’s or ABCC’s discretion, it is determined that any 

proposed noncontiguous outdoor alcoholic beverage service area is in an unsuitable 

location, such as being too far from the premises’ building or being in an unsafe location. 

For noncontiguous outdoor alcoholic beverage service areas, the licensee must have an 

adequate number of employees that are physically present in the outdoor alcoholic 

beverage service area at all times when alcoholic beverages are being sold or consumed. 

6. All outdoor alcoholic beverage service areas must be enclosed by a barrier, fence, or 

partition, sufficient for the licensee to maintain control of access to the area and to provide 

a safe environment for patrons. 

7. The LLA should consider the type of neighborhood and the potential impact of noise in the 

environs before approving outdoor alcoholic beverage service areas. 

Questions concerning this Advisory may be directed to Ralph Sacramone, Executive Director of 

the Massachusetts Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission at (617) 727- 3040 x 731. 
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