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Who Accredits Public Health Departments? 
 

• PHAB is a non-profit, voluntary public health 
accreditation organization founded in 2007 
whose goal is to advance public health 
performance by providing a national 
framework of standards for tribal, state, 
local, and territorial health departments. 

 

• PHAB is the national organization charged 
with administering the public health 
accreditation program. 



MDPH Accreditation Journey 

Reaccreditation 
Every 5 years 

Site Visit 
December 12-13, 2016 

 
Application  

November 3, 2014 
 

 
Pre-application  

September 8, 2014 
 

 
 
 

Document Selection and Submission  
May 19, 2016 

 
 Accreditation Feedback 

 March 2017 

Annual Reports 

Update State Health Assessment 
October 2017 



What is a State Health Assessment ? 
(SHA) 

• A report on the results from a 
collaborative, systematic process to: 
 

– Collect, analyze, and interpret a 
prioritized subset of available state 
level data 

– Provide context for health in 
Massachusetts 

– Describe assets/resources to 
support health 

– Update regularly (i.e. every 3-4 
years) 
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MDPH House 



SHA Process Framework 
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Community Health & Health Needs 
Assessment Scan 
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• 42 Community Health Assessments & 
Community Health Needs Assessment 
documents collected and analyzed 
– 339 municipalities 
–  ~ 6.47 million people covered 
–  ~ 99% of the population 
– Includes roughly 698 Key Informant 

Interviews, 199 focus groups &  10,000 
survey responses 
 



Community Health & Health Needs 
Assessment Scan 
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Prominent Health Issues 
• Mental health (41) 
• Alcohol and substance use (39) 
• Chronic disease (38) 
• Cancer (28) 
• Lack of physical activity (24) 
• Poor nutrition (23) 
• Tobacco use (21) 
• Reproductive health (16) 
• Sexual health (16) 
• Public safety (16) 
• Homelessness (13) 
• Housing conditions (13) 
• Infectious disease (13) 

• Domestic violence (12) 
• Poverty (11) 
• Suicide (9) 
• Youth development (9) 
• Elder health (8) 
• Environmental conditions (7) 
• Social isolation (7) 
• Stroke (7) 
• Injuries (6) 
• Oral health (5) 
• Emergency preparedness (1) 



State Health Assessment  Chapters  
Draft 

• Preface 
• Introduction  
• Chapter 1: Population Characteristics 
• Chapter 2: Maternal, Infant and Child Health 
• Chapter 3: Environmental Health 
• Chapter 4: Infectious Disease Prevention and Control 
• Chapter 5: Injury and Violence Prevention 
• Chapter 6: Addiction 
• Chapter 7: Health Systems & Health Access 
• Chapter 8: Wellness & Chronic Disease 
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Population Characteristics  
Growing Diversity in MA 
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Immigrant Population Characteristics, US vs. MA, 2011-2015 
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Maternal, Infant & Child Health 
Infant Mortality 
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White non-Hispanic Black non-Hispanic Hispanic Asian

Infant Mortality Rate by Race/Ethnicity, Massachusetts, 2005-2014 



Environmental Health 
Childhood Lead Exposure 
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Prevalence of Confirmed Blood Lead Levels ≥ 5 µg/dL by Community,  
among Children aged 9-47 months, 2016  
 



Infectious Disease 
Hepatitis C virus (HCV) Infections 
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Number of Confirmed and Probable HCV Cases among Persons Aged 15-29 Years 
Massachusetts, 2007-2015 



Injury and Violence Prevention 
Youth Violence 
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Homicide Rates by Race/Ethnicity and Sex, Ages 15-24,  
MA 2010-2014    
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Health Systems & Health Care Access 
Community Health Workers 
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Top Populations Served by 
Massachusetts CHWs in 2016 
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Wellness and Chronic Disease 
Obesity 
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Percent of Adults Meeting Criteria for Obesity, Massachusetts, 2015 



Next Steps: Public Comment Period 
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Draft version available for public comment: 
mass.gov/dph/healthofmassachusetts 

http://www.mass.gov/dph/healthofmassachusetts


Questions? 
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