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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
 
Notice is hereby given pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, §2 that the Board of Allied Health Professions (“Allied Health Board”), within the Department of Public Health, will hold a public hearing regarding amendments to regulations 259 CMR 2.00: General Provisions and 259 CMR 7.00: Continuing Competence and new regulations 259 CMR 8.00: Lactation Consultants and 259 CMR 9.00: Standards of Conduct and Grounds for Disciplinary Action.  
The core reason for proposing amendments to two of the Board’s regulations and proposing two new regulations is to satisfy the mandate in An Act Promoting Access to Midwifery Care and Out-of-Hospital Birth Options of 2024 (the Act) to codify provisions for the new licensed lactation consultant role in Massachusetts. Further amendments are being proposed to existing board regulations to streamline and simplify existing licensure procedures and to strengthen the disciplinary process.  
The public hearing will be held at 1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 18, 2026. The hearing will be conducted on a moderated conference call. The information for the moderated conference call is: 

Dial-in Telephone Number:	1-800-988-9457
Participant Code: 3922834			
 
[bookmark: _Hlk158194583]A copy of the proposed amendments to regulations 259 CMR 2.00: General Provisions and 259 CMR 7.00: Continuing Competence, and proposed new regulations 259 CMR 8.00: Lactation Consultants and 259 CMR 9.00: Standards of Conduct and Grounds for Disciplinary Action, may be viewed on the Department’s website at www.mass.gov/dph/proposed-regulations or requested from the Office of the General Counsel by calling 617-624-5220.
 
Speakers who testify at the public hearing are requested to provide a copy of their oral testimony. The Department encourages all interested parties to submit testimony electronically to the following address: Reg.Testimony@mass.gov, or by mail to William Anderson, Office of the General Counsel, Department of Public Health, 100 Cambridge Street, 19th Floor, Boston, MA 02114-2509. All submissions must include the sender’s full name and address. When electronically submitting comments, type “BAH Regulations” in the subject line and attach a Word document with your comments or type your comments in the body of your email. All submissions must include the sender’s full name and address. 
 
The Department will post all testimony that complies with these instructions on its website. All comments must be submitted by 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November 18, 2026. All comments received by the Department may be released in response to a request for public records. 

If you are deaf or hard of hearing, or are a person with a disability who requires accommodation, please contact the DPH ADA Coordinator Stacy Hart at least 5 days before the hearing at (857) 274-1120 or by email at stacy.hart@mass.gov.
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