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Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 3, § 5A, in order to file a petition with the legislature to use for another purpose or
otherwise dispose of land or an interest in land subject to Article 97 of the Amendments to the
Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (“Article 977), a public entity in most cases must,
inter alia, “identify replacement land or an interest in land, which is not already subject to said Article
XCVII, in a comparable location and that is of equal or greater natural resource value, as determined by
the secretary of energy and environmental affairs . . .” (emphasis added), unless an exception applies.
This document provides the determination of natural resource value as to the above-referenced proposal
(“Project”™).

This determination constitutes solely a determination of natural resource value pursuant to M.G.L. c. 3,

§ SA(a)(ii) and does not indicate that the Secretary of Energy and Environmental Affairs takes any
position on the Project or on whether it complies with the Executive Office of Energy and Environmental
Affairs (“EEA”) Article 97 Land Disposition Policy. This determination reflects the independent analysis
of EEA for advisory purposes and does not create any right, benefit, or duty, substantive or procedural,
enforceable at law or equity by any party in any judicial or administrative matter.

Project Description:

The Project involves the construction of a shared use path intended to eventually connect to existing paths
as part of the South Coast Bikeway. The shared use path, as proposed, would pass through a 2,977 square
foot portion of Washburn Park (“Impacted Area”), which is subject to the requirements of a Self-Help
Grant and Article 97. As mitigation for the impacts proposed in this Project, the town of Marion is
proposing to transfer a 13.38 acre parcel of land, currently held for general municipal purposes
(“Replacement Land”), to be held under the care, custody and control of the Conservation Commission
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subject to Article 97 and, through a revised project agreement, the Local Acquisitions for Natural
Diversity (LAND) grant program (the successor to the Self-Help Grant program).

The Project is described in more detail in the Alternatives Analysis and Supplemental Materials which are
posted on EEA’s website!.

Information Considered:

This determination is based on a review of the Alternatives Analysis, other materials submitted, and
EEA’s independent analysis. EEA’s analysis also included a site walk conducted on October 23, 2025 and
the use of GIS and EEA’s Article 97 Natural Resource Site Evaluation Tool (“NRSET”) to characterize
the Natural Resource Value of the Impacted Land and Replacement Land, which summaries are shown as
Exhibits A and B.

Characterization of Impacted Land:

The Impacted Land consists of a 2,977 square foot forested portion of a parcel, with natural resource
values typical of that land cover. The Impacted Area is currently held for conservation and passive
recreation purposes, and contains existing hiking trails. The Impacted Area connects to a larger corridor of
protected land, including land used for conservation, passive recreation and active recreation. The NRSET
evaluation shows that the Impacted Area protects wetland habitat and is in the Bristol
Lowland/Narragansett Lowland EPA Ecoregion and the FEMA 100-year Flood Zone.

Characterization of Replacement Land:

The Replacement Land consists of a 13.38 acre parcel which consists mostly of forested land and
wetlands, with natural resource values typical of those land covers. The Replacement Land directly abuts
land currently protected for conservation and passive recreational purposes, and contains existing trails
which connect to a larger trail network. The NRSET evaluation shows that the Replacement Land is
mapped in the same EPA Ecoregion (Bristol Lowland/Narragansett Lowland) and contains Prime
Farmland Soils, Prime Forest and multiple types of wetlands.

Determination:

The Replacement Land is of equal or greater Natural Resource Value as compared to the Impacted Land.
The Impacted Land and Replacement Land share similar natural resource values and Article 97 purposes,
most notably access to hiking trails for passive recreation, forested habitat, and wetlands. The
Replacement Land protects a significantly larger area as compared to the Impacted Land and contains
much larger areas of Prime Forest Land, passive recreation and wetland habitat protection.

1 https://www.mass.gov/info-details/article-97-an-act-preserving-open-space-in-the-commonwealth-mgl-c-3-ss-
Sa#.~:text=97)%20establishes%20a%20right%20to,0r%20easements%20subject%20t0%20Art.
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EXHIBIT A

Impacted Land NRSET Evaluation

pacted Area
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Area of Interest (AOI) Information

Area

0.11 acres
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Shape files ane approximate and do nol represent sxact boundaries of impacted area

Summary
Mame Count Areajacres) Lengthift]

Pratecied OpanSpace other than
Arlicle 97 Land Q g A
OpenSpace Prolecied wilh
oo 2 0.1 ha,
NHESP Naliral Communities | 0 o ha,
Biobap - Aquatic Core Habitat | 0 o hia,
BioMap - Wetland Core Habitat | 1 011 hA
BioMap - Forest Core Habitat | 0 o ha,
Biokdap - Vamal Poal Core
i o o hia,
BicMap Criical Natural 0 0 A
Landscape - Landscape Blocks
BioMap Critical Natural
Landscape - Coastal Adaptation | O o ha,
Afeasg
BioMap Critical Natural
Landscapa - Tarn Foraging 0 o ik,
Habitat
Long Distance Trails with a 10
meler bulier g o bR
Hiking Widemess Trails with 10
FALAF bufler a o R
Rike Trails wilki 10 meber bufler | 0 o hia,
EPA Ecoregions 1 041 hia,
SSURGD Sails: Prime Farmland
Sl 0 o hiA,
Priree Faresl Land o o ha,
Outstanding Resaurce Waters | 0 o hA
Aruifers o o ha,
Sede Source Aquiers o o ha,
Areas of Crilical Environmental
e o o hia,
Surfacs Walsr Proleclion Areas:
e o o hia,
Surfacs Walsr Prolsclion Areas:
ona £ o o A
Grourdwaler Proleclion Areas:
Interim Wellhead PAs g o bR,
Graundwaler Praleclion Areas:
oot o o hia,
Graurdwaler Proleclion Areas:
Zane I a o R
FEMA 1% / 100 yr. fload zones | 1 010 ha,
DEF Welland hreas 1 041 hia,

OpenSpace Protected with Article 87
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(] BITE_MAME FEE_OWNER Arealacres)
1 | Boyd Terwn of Masian < 0
2 | Washbien Park Terwn of Marian (R 1]
BioMap - Wetland Core Habitat
® | Webland Core ID Total Acess - Wetland | Subdere - Wetiand Integrity Realigncs
1 | o8 6126 a1.28
" Rare Species Priocity wmw Oxbows Aresjacres)
1]y ] N o
EPF& Ecoregions
" Ecaregion Areafacres)
1 | Bristel LowlandMaragansell Lowland on
FEMA, 1% / 100 yr. flood zones
(] Flood zone Arealacres)
1| 1% anmial chance of fooding 0.10
DEP Wetland Areas
1] Wetlands type Arealacres)
1 | WODDED SWAMP MIXED TREES oM
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EXHIBIT B

Replacement Land NRSET Evaluation

A97_029_169 Replacement Land

Area of Interest (AOIl) Information
Area : 13.26 acres

Jul 8 2026 10:26:35 Eastern Daylight Time
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Mote: Shape file is approximale and not an exacl repregenlation of he Replasemenl Land

Summary
MName Count Arealjacres)

Protecled OpenSpace ather than
Arlicle 97 Land 1 =00l NfA
OpenSpace Prolacted wilh
Article 9T o n N
MHESP Malural Communities o a P
BioMap - Anualie Core Habital | 0 a P
BinMag - Welland Core Habital | O a P
BinMap - Forest Core Habital o a P
BinMap - Vemal Pool Cone
Habiet i a A
BioMap Critical Malural . o Nk
Landacage - Landscape Blocks
BioMap Critical Malural
Landacape - Coastal Adaptation | O (] P
Areas
BioMag Critical Matural
Landzzage - Tem Faraging o a A
Habitat
Long Distance Trails with a 10
mater bufler o o KA
Hiking ‘Wildermegs Trails with 10

oufiar 1 a7 P
Bike Trails with10 meter bufler | O a A
EPA Ecaregions 1 13.26 A
gﬂs_uneu Sails: Prime Farmiand | - -

it

Prime Foresl Land 2 674 P
Culstanding Resoures Walers | 0 a P
Anufers o a P
Sole Source Aquilers o a P
Areas of Critical Enviranmental
Cancan o 0 HiA
Surlace Waler Prolection Areas:
Fonm B o a P
Surlace Waler Prolection Areas:
Zons B o a P
Groundwaler Protection Areas: | o Nk
Infesirn Wellhead Phs
Groundwaler Probeciion Areas:
Fona | D a A
Groundwaler Probeciion Areas:
Tone Il 4 v N
FEMA 1% / 100 yr. fiood zones | D a P
DEF Welland Areas 2 203 P

Protected OpenSpace other than Aricle 97 Land

abaul:btank
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i SITE_MAME FEE_OWMNER Areajacres)
1 | Caldevilz Bog Tawn af Masion < [
Hiking Wilderness Trails with 10 meter buffer
] SITE_NAME Shape__Area Shape__Length Areajacres)
1 | GOLDOVITZ BOG 12051.538795 1227 042084 017
EPA Ecoregions
i Ecoregion Areajacres)
1 | Bristel Lewland/Naragansat] Lewland 13.28
SSURGO Soils: Prime Farmland Soils
L] Prime calsgory Areajacres)
1 | Fasmiand of slalewide importance 10.07
Prime Forest Land
i Prime calegory Areajacres)
1| Prime 3 Wel 029
2 |Prime3 £.35
DEF Wetland Areas
] Wetlands type Areajacres)
1 | WOODED SWAMP MIXED TREES 073
2 | OPEM WATER 1.30
abaoul:blank
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