
Quabbin/Ware River Region 
 

Department of Conservation and Recreation, Division of Water Supply 

Protection Headquarters: 100 Winsor Dam Road, Belchertown, MA 01007 
 

DCR Les and Terry Campbell Quabbin 
Visitor Center Upcoming Programs 
 

All ages are welcome.  All programs are free, but registration is required; outdoor programs 

are limited to 25 people.  Please dress appropriately for the weather and bring 

water.  Follow link to register or visit the Upcoming Events for Quabbin Reservoir webpage. 

 

Thursday, October 8, 2026, 11 am to 1 pm 

Soapstone Mountain Hike    

2.7 miles; Difficult 

Meet at Quabbin Reservoir Gate 37 – From Rt 122 in New Salem take Monson Turnpike Rd and 

follow to Gate 37  

 

This scenic hike will begin at Gate 37 and follow an easy woodland road before branching off to a 

short but very steep hike up the mountain.  Hike is challenging and has points which require 

climbing over large rocks, however the summit is one of the best views of Quabbin 

Reservoir.  Please dress appropriately for weather and insects, wear safe, suitable footwear, and 

bring water.   Dogs are not allowed anywhere at Quabbin Reservoir. 

 

Register here: Thursday, October 8, 2026 11 am - 1 pm Soapstone Mountain Hike 

 

Saturday, October 10, 2026 11am – 1pm 

Exploring Quabbin Park via the Combination Shoreline/Enfield Lookout/Webster 

Road Loop 

3.6 miles; Intermediate 

Meet at Quabbin Observation Tower 

 
Join us for a 3.6-mile looped hike in Quabbin Park.  We will begin at the Observation Tower 
parking area located at Quabbin Hill.  We will travel to Hank’s Meadow and down to the water, 
dropping roughly 350 feet in elevation.  The trail then travels along the water before we ascend 
uphill back to where we began.  Along the way we’ll stop at the Enfield Lookout which offers the 
best view of the reservoir in Quabbin Park.  Please dress appropriately for the weather and bring 
water and snacks.  Hike begins at the Observation Tower parking area. Dogs are not allowed. 
 
Register here: Saturday, October 10, 2026 11am – 1pm Exploring Quabbin Park 
 

Sunday, October 11, 11am-2pm 

Exploring the Road to Millington 

3-mile round trip; Moderate 
Meet at Quabbin Gate 29  on Elm Street and Route 202, New Salem, MA 01355:  
 
This hike will introduce you to some of the residents of the lost village of Millington as you learn 
what daily life was like in the years leading up to the Quabbin Reservoir project. We will stop to 
see the Keystone Bridge along the way. Please bring water and dress appropriately for the 

weather. All ages welcome.  Dogs are not allowed.  

 

Register here: Sunday, October 11, 11am-2pmExploring the Road to Millington  
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https://www.mass.gov/locations/quabbin-reservoir/events
https://goo.gl/maps/ddrjNHaAL8cXi5sC7
https://goo.gl/maps/ddrjNHaAL8cXi5sC7
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019ef5c7327b73adb71be10ff15f1d18
https://maps.app.goo.gl/fzhPT1zSd19sfF36A
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019ef5ac0dc47c9f8225807abc9c4b91
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/maps.app.goo.gl/tP8Ed9EYQudZzbWX6__;!!CPANwP4y!R-Fds99gOvbhmHrmJQ-PY8V3zXShRRCSdZ29fk-fGQSPeGLbMfQhD4KIXlrfdgIZNs6kXcd9kyWqBhTXRjAdilUA8qyYqi-rXMtpOewIgWIVVw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01a02533bfba7bd2930d0f2ac9a2c69c__;!!CPANwP4y!R-Fds99gOvbhmHrmJQ-PY8V3zXShRRCSdZ29fk-fGQSPeGLbMfQhD4KIXlrfdgIZNs6kXcd9kyWqBhTXRjAdilUA8qyYqi-rXMtpOeynyv0Fbw$


Tuesday, October 13, 11 am - 12 pm 

Greenwood Trail Loop 

1 mile; Easy 

Parking entrance is located at 55 Old Westminster Road, Hubbardston, MA 01452.  From there it 

is a short drive up a cobbled lane to the parking area. 

 

This easy loop trail begins and ends along a wooded road, traveling through a variety of meadow 
and forested landscapes.  Please wear appropriate footwear, be prepared for ticks, and have on 
something in Hunter Orange (hat, vest) as it is hunting season. 
 
Register at:  Tuesday, October 13, 2026 11 am - 12 pm Greenwood Trail Loop 
 

 

Thursday October 15, 10am-12pm 

Understanding Watershed Forestry-Ware River Watershed 

Carpool to several locations with short walks; Easy 
Meet at 536 Old Turnpike Rd, Oakham MA; we will carpool to the sites from there. 

 

Watershed forestry projects are designed to achieve specific goals that are dictated by specific 

forest conditions. Join DWSP foresters on a tour of several recently completed projects that 

achieved different specific goals and each added to DWSP’s goal of overall diversity for long term 

forest resilience. 

 

Register here: Understanding Watershed Forestry-Ware River Watershed Thursday October 15 

10am-12pm 

 

Tuesday, October 27, 2026, 11 am-1 pm 

Ware River Bridge Series: Rail Trail North 

4 miles; Easy 

Parking at Kayak/Canoe Launch, Worcester Road, MA-122, Barre, MA 

 
This long, leisurely hike begins at the parking lot and travels down a densely vegetated trail past 
an old timber harvest, ending at the site of a former covered bridge.  The bridge is no longer 
there, but the view of the river is as picturesque as it gets and well worth the visit.  Hike is 4 miles 
round trip and passes the historic Riverside Cemetery.  Please bring water, wear appropriate 
footwear and be prepared for ticks. 
 
Register here: Sunday, October 27, 2026, 11 am-1 pm Ware River Bridge Series: Rail Trail North 

 

 

Thursday, November 5, 2026, 11 am – 12:30 pm 

Rutland Prison Camp 

Approx. 1.25 miles; Easy, uneven ground  
Meet at DCR Rutland Prison Camp, 299 Intervale Rd, Rutland, MA 01543   
 
Fresh air, three home-cooked meals a day, comfortable sleeping quarters and a private hospital - 
sounds like a delightful retreat....for a prison??  Indeed, it was!  Join DCR staff as we explore the 
remains of this surprisingly successful social experiment. Ticks are still active so protection is 
advised, as is wearing orange during hunting season.   
 
Register here: Thursday November 6, 2026 11am – 12:30 pm Rutland Prison Camp 
 

  

Parking%20entrance%20is%20located%20at%2055%20Old%20Westminster%20Road,%20Hubbardston,%20MA%2001452.%20%20From%20there%20it%20is%20a%20short%20drive%20up%20a%20cobbled%20lane%20to%20the%20parking%20area.
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01a0a0ac55b17cc6b27b16f31959b3b2
https://share.google/hFJqiA7zZ30N1nsg9
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01a0103b355f7eb1971a1493c4e0876c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01a0103b355f7eb1971a1493c4e0876c
https://maps.app.goo.gl/CyMxgb8VSkbE1kPY7
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/01a0104582fd75df90bcf0a8e146abfe
https://maps.app.goo.gl/FuEgSZifpYwJVWh16
https://maps.app.goo.gl/FuEgSZifpYwJVWh16
https://maps.app.goo.gl/FuEgSZifpYwJVWh16
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019ef5eabfe77189a9fd9b32ab654697


Saturday, November 7, 2026 11am – 1pm 

Exploring the Ware River Watershed – Group Hike Near Muddy Pond 

4.1 miles; Moderate 
Meet at DCR Ware River Watershed Route 122 parking area 
 
Join us for a 4.1-mile looped hike in the Ware River Watershed.  The route climbs/descends 
roughly 140 ft. in elevation.  The foot path we will travel on is non-technical.  The last mile of the 
hike is on a scenic section of the Mass Central Rail Trail.   
We will all meet at the Route 122 rest area parking lot in the town of Oakham.  The rest area is in 
the shape of a banana with grass and picnic tables.  The hike begins/ends north of Muddy Pond. 
Please dress appropriately for the weather and bring water and snacks. 
 
Register here: Saturday, November 7, 2026 11am – 1pm Exploring the Ware River Watershed – 
Muddy Pond Hike 
 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/vTQgQbJ2gd5h2vgb9
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019ef5f065e276af8ae2e6ada72aaee9
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/019ef5f065e276af8ae2e6ada72aaee9
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