EDD Template

MassDEP/DWM 


The following is an example list of common problems with EDDs:

· Significant figures have been and continue to be a problem – When discussing reporting with any laboratory, it should be emphasized that Significant figures should be addressed in any report they send us.  Common problems include shaving off trailing zeros (0.10 turns into 0.1) or adding or keeping digits beyond appropriate (0.102 when the MDL is given as 0.02)

· Values for MDL and RDL should be reported with ALL results to the correct # of sig figs – Not just results for which they are encountered (Exception might be for bacteria results?).  Also, a lab should have a standardized way of reporting MDL and RDL and should define them with respect to the results (i.e. How they determine MDL and RDL and if they interpolate results down to the MDL of if they extrapolate down to the MDL)

LAB DATA ELEMENTS

Lab Code:  (Required)


Available choices include:

· DWM-CERO

· DWM-WERO

· DWM-SERO

· DWM-NERO

· OTHER (as approp.)

Lab Sample Number: (Required)

Sample ID assigned to sample by the lab.

Field Sample Number: (Required)

Field sample number assigned to sample in the field by the field crew and provided to the lab on laboratory paperwork (i.e. Chain of Custody Sheets)
Analyte/Characteristic: (Required)

Analyte/compound for which result is to be reported.

Sample Fraction: (Required)

Fraction of sample being analyzed (i.e. Total, dissolved)

Result: (Required)    report as text field
Result or outcome of analysis of sample reported to the correct number of significant digits.  The following is a list of desired entries in this field:

[Result]
A numeric result (in text format), reported to correct number of significant figures

<MDL

Result is less than the Method Detection Limit

<RDL

Result is less than Reporting Detection Limit

>UQL

Result is greater than Upper Quantification Limit

**

Missing result for administrative reason – i.e. broken bottle

##

Result censored following laboratory QAQC criteria

Lab Qualifier: (Conditional)

Laboratory specific flag indicating qualification of a  result. Required if a result is reported as ”##” (Censored)

Result Comments: (Conditional)

Laboratory comment related to a specific result - required if result is to be reported as “**” (Missing) or “##” (Censored)

Include sample/analytical information, such as dilutions, unusual observations, above average sample color/turbidity/sediments, etc.

Units: (Required)

Reporting units for result or outcome (i.e. mg/L, ug/L, CFU/100ml)

MDL: (Required)     report as text field

Method Detection Limit, reported to correct number of significant figures

The following is a list of desired entries in this field:

[MDL Value]
A numeric result, reported to correct number of significant figures

**

Missing result for administrative reason

##

MDL value censored following laboratory QAQC criteria

RDL: (Required)   report as text field

Reporting Detection Limit, reported to correct number of significant figures

The following is a list of desired entries in this field:

[RDL Value]
A numeric result, reported to correct number of significant figures

**

Missing result for administrative reason

##

RDL value censored following laboratory QAQC criteria

UQL: (Conditional)  report as text field
Upper quantification limit – required if a result is to be reported as “>UQL“ (Result is greater than Upper Quantification Limit) reported to correct number of significant figures (i.e. Too Numerous  to Count – TNTC- should be reported “>UQL” in the Result column while indicating in the UQL field the value above which it can not be counted)

Analytical Method: (Required)

Analytical method of results to be reported.  

Analysis Date: (Required)

Date that sample was analyzed (Use an analysis date consistent with determining holding times)

Analysis Time: (Required)

Time that sample was analyzed in 24hr format (Use an analysis time consistent with determining holding times)

Site Locator: (Optional)

Site or Station location information provided by field sampling crew

Collection Date: (Optional)

Date that sample was collected by field crew

Collection Time: (Optional)

Time that sample was collected by field crew
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