
Research Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes 

June 16, 2023, 1-2:30 p.m. 

 

 

RAC members in attendance: 

RAC Domain Name/Affiliation 

Early Childhood Ashley White  
Massachusetts Taxpayers Foundation (MTF) 

Early Childhood Christina Weiland 
University of Michigan 

Early Childhood Yoonsook Ha 
Boston University  

K-12 Brian Gill 
Mathematica 

K-12 Christopher Cleveland 
Harvard University  

K-12 Dan Goldhaber 
CALDER & the University of Washington  



K-12 Kate Keller 
EdVestors 

K-12 Sarah Cohodes (with baby Isaac) 
University of Michigan  

K-12 Shaun M. Dougherty 
Boston College  

Higher Education Alexander K. Mayer 
MDRC 

Higher Education Cheryl Ching 
UMass Boston  

Higher Education Monnica Chan 
UMass Boston  

Higher Education Shanette Porter 
University of Chicago 

Higher Education Wil Del Pilar 
The Education Trust  

Higher Education Mark Melnik 
University of Massachusetts Donahue Institute (UMDI)  

Labor and Workforce Pinghui Wu 
Federal Reserve Bank of Boston   

Labor and Workforce Hannah Hermanson 
ForHealth Consulting at UMass Chan Medical School  

Labor and Workforce Mark Melnik 
University of Massachusetts Donahue Institute (UMDI)  

Labor and Workforce Penny Hasseli 
MassHire Metro North Workforce Board 

District and Advocates Abigail (Abbie) Anderson 
Lowell Public Schools   

District and Advocates Anne (Annie) McKenzie 
Hadley Public Schools 

District and Advocates Sean Precious 
Brockton Public Schools  

District and Advocates Vernée Wilkinson 
SchoolFacts Boston 

 

Also in attendance: 

 



The E2C Hub Team: Ofa Middleton, E2C Hub Equity and Research Manager; Sam Ribnick, E2C 

Hub Executive Director; David Bogojevich, E2C Research and Data Hub Analyst (DESE); Danielle 

Kane, E2C Hub Outreach and Engagement Specialist; and Julian Smith-Sparks, UX/UI Designer. 

Agency Representatives: Amy Checkoway, EEC Senior Associate Commissioner; Kendra Winner, 

DESE Research and Evaluation Coordinator; Elana McDermott, DESE Education Specialist; and 

Suzanne Smith, DHE Director of Research and Evaluation. 

 

Welcome and introductions: 

Ofa welcomed the members, introduced the E2C team, and invited members to introduce 

themselves. 

 

Discussion: 

Ofa reviewed E2C Hub leadership structure, the RAC’s objectives and responsibilities, 

membership and expectations, and participation as well as a description of potential areas of 

focus: 

• Research questions in priority areas   

• Public datasets  

• Research briefs and data stories  

• Data quality and completeness   

• Data/research request processes  

• User experience testing 

 

  

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/e2c-hub-research-advisory-committee#potential-areas-of-focus-
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/e2c-hub-research-advisory-committee#potential-areas-of-focus-


Q1: Which RAC topic would you like to focus on first?   

Identifying research questions in priority areas was the clear preference, followed by research 

briefs and data stories, data quality and completeness, and public datasets. 

 

 

 

Members were asked to share what they more most excited about. Select responses included: 

• “I'm definitely excited about briefs and data stories as a means to synthesize the publicly 

available data.” 

• “Most excited about research questions. MA is a great place to work with policymakers 

because of the openness to empirical evidence, and there’s lots of important work to be 

done.” 

• "Public datasets. As someone who uses and oversees the data that gets submitted and 

used by DESE, this is of interest to me.” 

• "I think it is difficult to address any of the other areas without knowing the priority areas 

and research questions. Would also be helpful to be able to see a data dictionary to 

know what data elements you currently collect and what is missing.” 

• "I’d opt to go with the research questions first as I think that helps to set the agenda for 

other issues, like data collection and quality. Data quality/completeness seems a natural 

follow on to research questions.” 

 



What additional topics would you like the RAC to work on? 

Common themes included linking datasets and creating equitable access to data and research. 

The question of data governance was raised and will be addressed in the data/research request 

processes. 

 

 

Overview of E2C Hub 

Ofa presented an overview of the E2C Hub including: 

• Vision 

• Cross-agency participation 

• Principles 

• Leadership structure 

Sam explained that the Cross-Agency Leadership Group has been working for about a year to 

establish priority research areas. How can RAC members take those areas and form research 

questions? Communication with the RAC on this work will enhance the state's data and 

reporting capabilities. 

 

  



Q1. What’s one way the RAC will add value to education community? 

Members reiterated the value of bringing together multiple perspectives and domains to 

increase understanding of inequities and identify possible solutions.  

Select comments included:  

• “Looking at data on racial inequities, it’s valuable to be in a space where we can ask 

questions that go beyond silos and think of more holistic solutions to inequities.” 

• "I agree. I study subsidized early education and care and would love to see how that 

impacts work in higher ed.” 

 

  



Q2. What’s one thing mission from design of RAC that you think is important? 

Several members indicated a desire to include student and family perspectives in the E2C Hub’s 

work.  

Discussion included: 

• “It can be challenging to integrate, but perhaps form a separate committee to offer 

feedback on research questions and agenda. ‘Nothing about us without us.’ How can 

parents more actively engage and use this data to make decisions? Folks represent 

institutions, K-12, school-based entities, but what about people impacted by those 

decisions at the table?” 

• “The emphasis is heavy on research and policy makers, but maybe that’s where it begins. 

What are parents’/individuals’ questions and how might they inform work of the 

group?” 

Asked whether student/family voices should be integrated with the RAC or invited as a separate 

committee, members offered: 

• "I worry about initiatives trying to be all things to all people and as a result don’t achieve 

results needed. It risks not being useful to anybody. Too many levels of conversations will 

stall the work. But maybe students and families could be part of an alternate 

committee.” 



• “It makes sense to have two separate groups, but have a representative join our 

committee, so their perspective is considered.” 

• "It seems irrelevant if we’re not doing student/parent engagement in some way. Don’t 

underestimate their ability to understand. They are the end user. If we bypass them, it 

becomes a values issue. Likely establish as a parallel committee, and it will take some 

intentional thought and design. It could be aligned with civics engagement and 

programming.” 

• “Adding support to the idea. Don’t create new silos.” 

 

Q3. What access or resources do you wish you had for the work you’re doing? 

RAC members expressed the desire for more linked data and collaboration between agencies, 

organizations and even states. 

 

 

Select comments included: 

• “My take is that it’s necessary to intervene early to really move the needle on 

educational achievement/equity, so I’m particularly interested in the data available from 

birth to kindergarten, the possibility of either evaluating or designing interventions that 

target students at this early age. As a concrete example, there’s a study about the extra 



help mothers get if they have low-birthweight babies. The study leverages the fact that 

the intervention is based on a weight threshold, but the research looks at school and 

later life outcomes. “ 

• “Would like earnings data from other states.” 

 

Sam noted that members of the RAC who work in other states could be helpful in providing the 

ideas and connections to break down barriers and make data sharing across state lines possible. 

 

Announcements 

Slides and notes of this meeting will be posted online. Ofa will send out a post-meeting survey. 

RAC meetings are posted and open to the public in order to support the work of researchers 

and prevent any conflicts of interest. The discussion here will be presented at the next E2C Hub 

Leadership meeting on Friday, July 14. 

 

The next RAC meeting will be Friday, August 18. 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0167629620310468
https://www.mass.gov/doc/rac-meeting-slides-2023-06-16/download

