Memo 

To: 	Policy and Research Committee 
From: 	Chau Ly, Program Manager and Liz Belsito, Project Director
Re: 	Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge Grant Update 
Date: 	May 2, 2014 __________________________________________________________________________________
The following are updates regarding Race to the Top-Early Learning Challenge grant management since the last Policy and Research Committee Meeting.  
 
Staff Additions
Vicki Van Zee joined EEC in early April as the new Interagency Liaison who will be overseeing the Interagency Service Agreements between ECC and its partners related to RTT-ELC activities.   Two new Quality Program Specialists also came on board in April to support QRIS.  Amanda Thayer is joining us in the Western Massachusetts Regional Office in Springfield and Phil Steigman is joining us in Central Office.  

2014 RTT-ELC Annual Grantee Meeting 
Nine EEC staff attended the RTT-ELC Annual Grantee meeting April 29 and April 30 in Bethesda, MD.  There were 20 states represented at this meeting.  The agenda included a keynote address by Hirokazu Yoshikawa at New York University on global early learning efforts, plenary sessions on effective communications for early learning and innovations in philanthropy as well as breakout sessions on a variety of topics such as QRIS, comprehensive assessment systems, data, family engagement and professional development. 

Budget
EEC submitted a budget amendment to our Federal Project Officer to reflect changes in the RTT-ELC budget from August 2013 to April 2014.  Overall the budget changes include the shift of $6,282,754 from years 1 and 2 into years 3 and 4 of the grant.  ECC staff is also developing processes to track both deliverables and payments on a monthly basis to assist with budget and project monitoring.  

Technical Assistance
EEC is working with Kenley Branscome, the Federal RTT-ELC technical assistance state team member, to develop a plan for the state's technical assistance needs in 2014 and 2015.  Technical assistance priorities for Massachusetts include a review and analysis of our program data, the development of communication strategies for multiple stakeholders including future legislative advocacy related efforts, the Massachusetts Kindergarten Entry Assessment (MKEA), and planning for sustainability for projects including QRIS.  

Regional Public Events
In June, EEC will host two regional events for the public on EEC's work, including the RTT-ELC initiatives that focus on family engagement. One event will be at the Boston Children's Museum on June 20.  The other event, which will be in the northeast region, will be focus on social and emotional well being of young children. 



Massachusetts Kindergarten Entry Assessment (MKEA) (Project 3)
On April 7th approximately 600 educators and administrators in Cohort 3 attended an MKEA conference on Observation and Assessment to learn about MKEA and how to effectively observe students using the Teaching Strategies Gold (TS Gold) assessment tool.  The day ended with a planning session that gave districts the opportunity to sit with their regional Readiness Center and strategize for implementation of formative assessment in the 2014-15 academic year. Several districts from Cohorts 1 and 2 have opted to switch from Work Sampling to TS Gold for the upcoming academic year.  The Collaborative for Educational Services is working with these districts to provide training on formative assessment and on implementing the TS Gold tool.   

Kindergarten Grantee Networking meetings have been scheduled at several locations across the state for the month of May.  These meetings will offer a presentation on Birth through 3rd Grade Alignment, provide technical assistance for Full Day Kindergarten Grant Recipients, and end with an MKEA networking opportunity. 

Brain Building in Progress Campaign (project 11)
United Way and EEC brought together parents, business leaders, educators, and community leaders for the 3rd annual “Brain Building in Progress” Week that kicked off April 5 in more than 85 communities across the state. This year 85 events  were held throughout the week in 85 communities, including “Turn off Your Digital Device Family Fun Night” in Hamilton, a Brain Building in Progress Parade in Fitchburg with Mayor Lisa Wong, a Scavenger Hunt hosted by Attleboro Public Schools and “Mother Goose on the Loose!,” sponsored by Lowell Public Schools. On Thursday April 10th, EEC Commissioner Tom Weber participated in Brain Building in Progress week by reading books on springtime and planting during a family literacy hour at the Haverhill Public Library. A complete list of Brain Building in Progress Week activities can be found at www.brainbuildinginprogress.org.
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