






July 11, 1995PRIVATE 
David Struhs, Commissioner  

Department of Environmental Protection

1 Winter Street

Boston, MA  02108

Carl Dierker, Director

Department of Environmental Protection 

Division of Wetlands & Waterways

1 Winter Street

Boston, MA  02108

Dear Commissioner Struhs and Director Dierker:

On behalf of the Coastal Floodplain Task Force, I am pleased to submit the attached recommendations for performance standards for the wetland resource "Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage".

Although Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage is listed as a "coastal wetland" in paragraph six of the Wetlands Protection Act, and as an area subject to protection under the Act in 310 CMR 10.02(1)(d) of the implementing Regulations, no state-administered "performance standards" for reviewing activities within this important resource exist.  Therefore, the attached document is presented for consideration by the Department as scientific standards by which to review activities proposed within this resource area.

The document is based on current scientific literature, as well as best professional judgement by Task Force members.  Coastal Floodplain Task Force members, along with their affiliation and addresses, are listed after this letter.  Scientific literature used to form the basis of the recommendations is appropriately cited and appended.  The document is consistent with the format of the existing Wetlands Protection Regulations performance standards for convenience and ease of understanding.

Coastal Floodplain Task Force members, along with their affiliation and addresses, are listed on the following page.  

These recommendations are part of an overall EOEA interagency coastal hazards reduction strategy.  The goal of this strategy is to prevent or significantly reduce the threats of loss of life and destruction of property, and to enhance the beneficial functions of coastal wetland resources.  If we can generate new initiatives and enhance existing programs to accomplish this goal, including the attached recommendations, the results will be a safe, and environmentally healthy coastal zone that will increase property values, which will contribute to a stable community tax base and enhance the overall quality of life in the coastal zone.

In addition to the attached Land Subject to Coastal Storm Flowage performance standards recommendations, other components of the coastal hazards reduction strategy are: 

(
An executive order (presently in development) with the goal of more closely scrutinizing expenditures of state administered funds to discourage non-water dependent activities that would encourage growth and development in coastal high hazard areas, and to direct regulatory review to limit new construction in hazardous coastal areas.

(
Legislation for acquisition of storm damaged property from willing sellers.

(
Legislation requiring notification to prospective buyers of waterfront property of the hazards associated with occupying waterfront property.

‘
A shoreline change analysis of the Massachusetts shoreline to identify areas exhibiting high erosion rates and areas exhibiting high variability in shoreline movement.

‘
Development of a model coastal community hazard mitigation plan.

I can be reached at MCZM at (617) 727-9530, Extension 425 for follow-up questions and discussion.  Thank you for your consideration and I look forward to further discussions.








Sincerely,








Jim O'Connell, Chairman








Coastal Floodplain Task Force

cc:  Trudy Coxe, Secretary, EOEA

     Peg Brady, Director, MCZM    (f:LSCSF.cov)

