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Summary of Decision

	Psychiatrist who failed to follow the standard of care in the intake of a patient, prescribed benzodiazepines without an assessment of risk, terminated the patient’s care inappropriately, and made a false statement to the Board during its investigation is subject to discipline by the Board.

RECOMMENDED DECISION

	On October 26, 2017, the Board of Registration in Medicine issued a Statement of Allegations ordering Debra M. Little, M.D., a psychiatrist, to show cause why she should not be disciplined for failing to meet the standard of care in her intake of a particular psychiatric patient, prescribing her benzodiazepines for five months without an assessment of risk, and terminating her care in “an inappropriate manner.”  The Board also alleges that the doctor made at least one false statement to it during its investigation.
	On June 9, 2021, by mutual agreement among the parties, Complaint Counsel filed a Joint Stipulation.  The stipulation is signed by Dr. Little, her attorney, and Complaint Counsel.  The Stipulation is attached as Exhibit 1.  In the stipulation, the doctor concedes the Board’s allegations.  
	Other than the Stipulation and the admissions of fact it contains, I have not taken evidence with respect to the facts of this matter.  I adopt the facts as stipulated.  The conclusions of law set forth in the Stipulation are warranted and I therefore adopt them as well.
	Based on the foregoing, I recommend that the Board impose such discipline on Dr. Little as it deems appropriate in light of the facts and conclusions of law as stipulated by the parties.  I note that the parties have recommended a reprimand as a sanction.
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