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40 Cramer, C.E.  2004.  Colonial firearms regulation.  Journal on Firearms and Public 
Policy 16:1-44.

41 Fobes, P.  1794.  A topographical description of the town of Raynham, in the County 
of Bristol, February 6, 1793.  Collections of the Massachusetts Historical Society 3 (1st 
series):166-175.  Fowling Pond was drained in the 18th century.

42 Seccombe, J.  1743.  Business and diversion innocent to God.  A discourse utter’d 
in part at Ammauskeag-Falls, in the fishing season.  S. Kneeland & T. Green, Boston, 
21pp.

Accessed from http://www.izaak.unh.edu/dip/seccombe on 20 December 2012.

43 Usher, A.P.  1928.  Colonial business and transportation.  Pages 386-418 in A.N. 
Hart (ed.) Commonwealth History of Massachusetts.  Vol. 2.  The States History Com-
pany, New York, 592pp.
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ending December 31, 1905.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
258pp.  The quotation is from page 2.

58 Belding (subsequently an M.D.) was later recognized for his pioneering work on 
shellfish.  Many of his personal records and papers are at the Massachusetts Archives, 
220 Morrisey Blvd., Boston.

59 “An Act relative to the taking and sale of small trout”, c. 190, St. 1905.

60 “An Act relative to the protection of deer from dogs”, c. 245, St. 1905.
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year ending December 31, 1906.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
230pp.

64 “An Act to prevent the extermination of the heath hen, so-called”, c. 141, St. 1906.

65 “An Act relative to the transportation and sale of pike-perch”, c. 179, St. 1906.

66 “An Act relative to the protection of wood or summer duck”, c. 274, St. 1906.

67 “An Act relative to ducks and teal”, c. 301, St. 1906.

68 “An Act relative to quail”, c. 303, St. 1906.

69 “An Act to prohibit the sale of prairie chickens”, c. 304, St. 1906.  This was to avoid 
similarity of appearance relative to the protected heath hen.
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71 “An Act relative to the discharge of sawdust into streams”, c. 356, St. 1906.

72 [Forty-second Annual] Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the 
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135pp.  The quotations are from pages 4 and 76.
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74 “An Act relative to the protection of loons and eagles”, c. 118, St. 1907.

75 “An Act to provide for the better protection of gray squirrels”, c. 166, St. 1907.

76 “An Act to require non-resident hunters to procure licenses to hunt”, c. 198, St. 
1907.

77 “An Act relative to certain birds of prey”, c. 250, St. 1907.

78 “An Act relative to the protection of deer”, c. 307, St. 1907.

79 “An Act to authorize the taking of certain unimproved land from the Island of Mar-
tha’s Vineyard for the protection of pinnated grouse and other birds”, c. 504, St. 1907.

80 [Forty-third Annual] Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the 
year ending December 31, 1908.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
143pp.  The quotation is from page 56.

81 “An Act relative to the powers of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game and their 
deputies”, c. 255, St. 1908.

82 “An Act to extend the authority of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game and 
their deputies”, c. 417, St. 1908.
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83 “An Act further to provide for the protection of deer”, c. 377, St. 1908.

84 “An Act relative to the purchase and sale of rabbits and hares lawfully killed”, c. 413, 
St. 1908.

85 “An Act relative to ruffed grouse, woodcock, and quail”, c. 441, St. 1908.

86 “An Act relative to Mongolian, Chinese, English, and golden pheasants”, c. 477, St. 
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89 [Forty-fourth Annual] Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the 
year ending December 31, 1909.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
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91 “An Act to provide for the establishment of refuges for birds and game”, c. 362, St. 
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92 “An Act relative to trout and salmon”, c. 377, St. 1909.
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“Conservation Has Captured the Nation…[It] is a Moral Issue”: the 1910s.
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Pinchot’s views on the meaning of “conservation”.
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Macmillan Co., New York, 413pp.  The quotations are from pages 363-364.
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terwork Leviathan (1651) describes the natural state of man as “solitary, poor, nasty, 
brutish, and short” (First Part, Of Man, Chapter XII).
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15 Act of July 3, 1918, c. 128, 40 Stat. 755 (1918).  Current version at 16 U.S.C. §§ 
703-712.

16 Missouri v. Holland, 252 U.S. 416 (1920)

17 Williams, M.  1989.  Americans and Their Forests.  A Historical Overview.  Cambridge 
University Press, Cambridge, U.K., 599pp.  The references are from pages 335-336.
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States History Company, New York, 808pp.  The reference is from page 628.
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(October 1978):180-181.

20 Rivers, W.H.  1998.  Massachusetts state forestry programs.  Pages 147-219 in 
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21 [Forty-fifth Annual] Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the 
year ending December 31, 1910.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
256pp.
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22 See: Oldys, H.  1911.  The game market of today.  Pages 243-254 in U.S. Department 
of Agriculture for 1910, U.S. Government Printing Office, Washington D.C., 711pp.  
“The principal game markets of today are Chicago, New York, Philadelphia, and Bos-
ton.  Boston is first in the deer trade, principally from Maine”.  In New York, venison 
sold for 5 d./lb. in 1763 and 22-25¢/lb. in 1910; black or mallard ducks for 5 s. ea. in 
1763 and $1.25 ea. in 1910.  For the culinary qualities of wild game, see: DeVoe, T.F.  
1867.  The Market Assistant.  Containing a brief description of every article of human 
food sold in the public markets <etc.> Hurd & Houghton, New York, 455pp.

23 This is the actual number killed, from the table on pages 183-187.  The “total” of 
1413 on pages 14 and 188 includes the number reported as “wounded”.  However, the 
total “killed on record” and the number “wounded on record” (page 188) reflect only the 
actual number killed, by tallying pages 183-187.

24 “An Act to establish the open season for ruffed grouse, quail, and woodcock”, c. 365, 
St. 1910.

25 “An Act to provide for protecting upland plover, wild pigeons, gulls and terns”, c. 472, 
St. 1910.  By the time this statute had sunset in 1915, the “wild pigeons” were extinct.

26 “An Act relative to the protection of game birds, waterfowl, hares and rabbits”, c. 
533, St. 1910.

27 “An Act relative to the taking or killing of deer”, c. 545, St. 1910.  Allowed for a 6-day 
season in late November, reporting required, one deer either sex, shotgun only.

28 “An Act to increase the number of deputies of the Board of Commissioners on Fish-
eries and Game”, c. 575, St. 1910.

29 “Resolve to provide for an investigation and report as to the adaptability of the public 
waters to the rearing of food fish”, c. 140, Resolves of 1910.

30 [Forty-sixth Annual] Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the 
year ending December 31, 1911.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
139pp.

31 These initial reports were the start of the existing dynamic “pond files” of the Division 
of Fisheries and Wildlife.

32 Tallies as given on pages 66-71 of the 1911 report.  Note that the total on page 66 
differs from that on page 71 by two deer (no town given?).  All reported deer harvest 
tallies should be carefully scrutinized to ascertain the correct total.  Annual figures will 
not be given in [most] further summaries in this book.  See: Shaw, S.P. and C.L. Mc-
Laughlin.  1951.  The management of white-tailed deer in Massachusetts.  Massachu-
setts Division of Fisheries & Game, Research Bulletin 13, 59pp. for harvest tabulations 
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33 “An Act to prevent the extermination of the heath hen, so-called”, c. 18, St. 1911.

34 “An Act relative to the protection of the wood or summer duck”, c. 39, St. 1911.

35 “An Act relative to the introduction of fish into state waters”, c. 185, St. 1911.

36 “An Act relative to the shooting of certain wild fowl”, c. 187, St. 1911.
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37 “An Act to limit the number of black ducks that may be taken in one day”, c. 188, St. 
1911.  Bag limit was set at 15 ducks.

38 “An Act to provide for the establishment of state bird and game preserves and the 
protection and propagation of wild birds and quadrupeds”, c. 410, St. 1911.

39 “An Act relative to hunters’ certificate of registration”, c. 235, St. 1911.  The licensee 
must prove residency and carry certificate on person; a person under the age of 16 
must have written authorization from parent.

40 “An Act relative to the protection and importation of wild turkeys”, c. 343, St. 1911.

41 “Resolve to provide for the establishment of a fish hatchery”, c. 68, Resolves of 1911.

42 [Forty-seventh through Forty-ninth Annual] Reports of the Commissioners on Fish-
eries and Game for the years 1912, 1913 and 1914.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State 
Printers, Boston, 94pp.
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custody of the Board of Commissioners on Fisheries and Game”, c. 49, Resolves of 
1912.

44 “An Act to authorize the Board of Commissioners on Fisheries and Game to take 
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45 “An Act to authorize the Board of Commissioners on Fisheries and Game to take 
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46 “Resolve to provide for the establishment of fish hatcheries and the propagation of 
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53 “An Act to provide for the protection of moose”, c. 144, St. 1913.

54 Moose from Canada were released on the 10,000 acre Whitney Estate (which became 
October Mountain State Forest in 1922) in Berkshire County in the early 1900s.  When 
the estate was abandoned c. 1913, four moose escaped and one was shot.  See: Eaton, 
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W.P.  1919.  Big game returning to New England hills.  Bulletin of the American Game 
Protective Association 8(1):11.

55 “An Act to protect wild game and to encourage its propagation”, c. 567, St. 1912.

56 “An Act to provide for a closed season on quail in the County of Essex for five years”, 
c. 79, St. 1914.

57 “Resolve relative to an investigation and a report by the Board of Commissioners of 
Fisheries and Game relative to pheasants”, c. 70, Resolves of 1913.

58 “Resolve to provide for a codification of the fish and game laws of the Common-
wealth”, c. 107, St. 1913.

59 “Resolution relative to federal protection of migratory game birds”.  Adopted by the 
Senate April 16, 1912, adopted in concurrence by the House of Representatives April 
23, 1912.

60 Fiftieth Annual Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the year 
1915.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 234pp.

61 “An Act relative to the discharge of waste materials into the streams of the Common-
wealth”, c. 460, St. 1910.

62 “An Act to provide for further protection for wild birds and quadrupeds”, c. 240, St. 
1915.

63 Fifty-first Annual Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the year 
1916.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 100pp.

64 “Resolve providing for exhibitions and other means of increasing public interest in 
the protection of fish and game”, c. 159, Resolves of 1916.

65 Forbush, E.H.  1916.  The domestic cat.  Bird killer, mouser and destroyer of wild 
life.  Means of utilizing and controlling it.  Massachusetts State Board of Agriculture, 
Boston, Economic Biology Bulletin 2, 112pp.

66 “An Act relative to the taking of pickerel”, c. 6, St. 1916.

67 “An Act relative to the open season for brook trout”, c. 25, St. 1916.

68 “An Act relative to the granting of hunters’ licenses to minors”, c. 74, St. 1916.

69 “An Act to prohibit the use of artificial light and of vehicles in hunting”, c. 110, St. 
1916.

70 Fifty-second Annual Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the 
year ending November 30, 1917.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
160pp.  The quotation is from page 37.

71 “Resolve providing for exhibitions and other means of increasing public interest in 
the protection of fish and game”, c. 78, Resolves of 1917.

72 “An Act relative to the establishment of stations for the rearing of trout in certain 
counties”, c. 228, St. 1917.
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73 “An Act to establish a closed season on quail in the counties of Hampden and 
Middlesex”, c. 157, St. 1917.

74 “An Act relative to the open season for the killing of deer”, c. 139, St. 1917.

75 “An Act to provide for the protection of birds on the Island of Muskeget”, c. 40, St. 
1917.

76 Long, J.L.  1981.  Introduced Birds of the World.  David & Charles, London, 528pp.  
See pages 359-363.

77 Morris, R.O.  1907.  The introduction of the starling at Springfield, Mass.  Bird-Lore 
9(5):206-207.

78 “An Act relative to starlings”, c. 20, St. 1917.

79 Eaton, W.P.  1920.  In Berkshire Fields.  Harper & Brothers, New York, 312pp.  See 
pages 196-197.

80 “An Act to permit the taking of European hares in the County of Berkshire”, c. 196, 
St. 1917.

81 “An Act relative to taking fish which frequent fresh water”, c. 53, St. 1917.

82 “An Act authorizing and directing the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game and 
their deputies to enforce the laws relating to dogs”, c. 271, St. 1917.

83 Fifty-third Annual Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the 
year ending November 30, 1918.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
303pp.  The quotation is from page 52.

84 “An Act to provide for the construction of fishways on the Merrimack River at Law-
rence and Lowell”, c. 174, St. 1918.

85 Fifty-fourth Annual Report of the Commissioners on Fisheries and Game for the 
year ending November 30, 1919.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 
197pp.

86 Accessed from http://www.acf.org on 24 January 2013.

87 “An Act to organize in departments the executive and administrative functions of the 
government”, c. 350, St. 1919.  See §§ 39-43 relative to the Department of Conserva-
tion.

88 “An Act to permit the spearing of carp and eels”, c. 33, St. 1919.

89 “An Act to prohibit until the year nineteen hundred and twenty-two the taking of 
quail in the counties of Essex, Dukes and Nantucket”, c. 40, St. 1919.

90 “An Act authorizing the Board of Commissioners on Fisheries and Game to regulate 
the taking of smelt in great ponds”, c. 57, St. 1919.

91 “An Act to establish a close season for the hunting or killing of raccoons”, c. 66, St. 
1919.

92 “An Act to provide for a bounty on seals”, c. 200, St. 1919.

93 “An Act relative to hunting and fishing licenses”, c. 296, St. 1919.  
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94 These new provisions mandated a fishing license in order to fish in inland waters 
stocked by the Commissioners since January 1, 1910.  Licensing did not apply to 
minors or women.  It also provided for a minor trapping license, for which the appli-
cant must provide written permission from the parent and for a “combined” hunting 
and fishing license for non-residents.  A legal resident was allowed to hunt or fish on 
his own property without a license, provided that he was domiciled on the property 
and that it was used exclusively for agriculture and not for club, shooting or fishing  
purposes.
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10 Phillips, J.C.  1928.  A Sportsman’s Scrapbook.  Houghton-Mifflin Co., Boston, 
212pp.
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13 Act of June 10, 1920, c. 285, 41 Stat. 1063.
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ed.) Praeger Publishers, Westport, Conn., 544pp.  See pages 416-422.
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Bean et al. (1997):42-43.
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search Bulletin 11, 44pp.
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November 30, 1920.  Wright & Potter Printing Co., State Printers, Boston, 173pp.  The 
quotation is from page 3.

22 “An Act relative to the protection of wild and undomesticated birds”, c. 208, St. 1920.

23 “An Act relative to hunting and fishing licenses for minors and others”, c. 300, St. 
1920.

24 “An Act to authorize the Commissioners of Fisheries and Game to make rules and 
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32 “An Act relative to the restrictions on the taking of pickerel”, c. 224, St. 1921.

33 “An Act providing for the payment by the Commonwealth of damage caused by wild 
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34 “An Act relative to certificates of registration to hunt, trap and fish”, c. 467, St. 1921.
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deer and moose”, c. 194, St. 1927.
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66 “An Act relative to the use of certain raptors for hunting purposes”, c. 496, St. 1973.

67 “An Act authorizing the State Treasurer to receive funds from the director of the Di-
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of Natural Resources”, c. 1071, St. 1973.  The “exemption list” is promulgated at 321 
CMR 9.01
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3 Accessed from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1980s, on 7 March 2013.

4 Tager, J., R.W. Wilkie and L.W. Owens.  1991.  Metropolitan Commonwealth, 1900-
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2013.

8 Soulé, M.  1987.  History of the Society for Conservation Biology.  Conservation Biol-
ogy 1:4-5.



320
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33 [One Hundred and Twentieth] Annual Report [of the] Massachusetts Division of  
Fisheries and Wildlife [Boston], [July 1, 1984 to June 30] 1985, 49pp.
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12 For another perspective on hunting traditions and ethics, see: Posewitz, J.  1994.  
Beyond Fair Chase. The ethic and tradition of hunting.  Falcon Press Publishing, Hel-
ena, Mt., 118pp., and, 1999.  Inherit the Hunt.  A Journey into the Heart of American 
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of Fisheries and Wildlife & University of Massachusetts Cooperative Extension 
Service, Publication C-214, 20pp.
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