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Whenever a program intends to refer a child for social, mental health, or medical evaluations or services the program must obtain written informed consent from the parent.  Written informed consent shall mean that the parent is informed in writing of the nature and duration of the evaluations or services as well as of when, where, and by whom the services will be provided.  The requirement for informed consent applies regardless of whether the services will be provided by the child care program directly, by an affiliate of the child care program, or by an independent, unrelated community service organization.
A copy of the signed and dated parental authorization must be maintained in the child’s record.
If a parent makes arrangements directly with a service provider for evaluation or treatment services to occur at the program, the program must maintain in the child’s record a copy of the parent’s consent for these services.
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