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MEMORANDUM 

 

To: Heads of Fire Departments 

 

From: Peter J. Ostroskey 

 State Fire Marshal 

 

Date: October 5, 2016 

 

RE: Regulation Updates 

 527 CMR 1.00:1.12.8.1 (Table) 

 527 CMR 1.00:10.11 

 527 CMR 1.00:10.11.16 

 

 

I am forwarding the following updated regulations which can also be found on our website 

at www.mass.gov/dfs.  Below is a summary however, these codes should be downloaded 

and reviewed in their entirety. 

 

Summary of Amendments: 

 

527 CMR 1.00: 1.12.8.1 (table) correctly identifies the permit issuing authority for Open 

Burning as the Forrest Warden who derives authority from M.G.L. c. 48 § 13.   

 

527 CMR 1.00:10.11 is amended with new language and a new table to reflect the 

appropriate authority for Outdoor Fires. The amendments eliminate confusion about permit 

requirements for outdoor fires used for cooking and recreational purposes and is consistent 

with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 48 § 13. In general such requirements are within the scope 

of the rules and regulations of the State Forester and the Department of Environmental 

Protection (DEP), rather than the State Fire Code.  

 

527 CMR 1.00: 10.11.6 is amended to expand the permissible use of certain outdoor 

heating and cooking appliances (such as grills which use solid fuel or gas) on balconies and 

decks. The current code limited the use of such appliances to only decks of single family 
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dwellings.  The new amended language was initiated by public comment.  BFPR reviewed 

the history of the cooking regulations in the national standard and determined 527 CMR 

1.00 was too stringent when the cooking appliances are used and maintained in a safe 

manner. The revised regulation allows for more situations where the cooking/heating 

equipment may be used based upon the building’s characteristics, adequate clearances, and 

fire protection capabilities.  A new table (10.11.6) makes determining allowable locations 

and uses easier. 

 

Further assistance is always available from the Division of Fire Safety on this and similar 

issues. If you have further questions, please contact the Code Compliance Help Desk at 

(978) 567-3375. 
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