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"Inrnonucrion
— This report consists of a statistical desoription of the characteristics of releases to
. the street from the Massachusetts Department of Correction during 1979. The tables which |
'follow contain information on the nature of the present offense, personal background character-
istics, criminal history variables furlough participaticn variables, and release variables
for all individuals released to the streets from Massachusetts Correctional Institutions. These N
tables Were derived from the computerized data base develoPed by the Correction and Parole ;' . '1
| Management Information System (CAPMIS) and was produced by the Research Unit on the Massachusettsii
dState College Computer Network (MSCCN) | | | 'li o
In reading the tables in the report, the reader should note the following. (1) the release

population is divided according to institution of release, L2) the top number in each cell',

_represents the number of individuals who fall in the cbrresponding category in ‘the table and -

{3) the bottom number in each cell represents the percentage of the number of individuals in a

__particular category to the total number of releases from that institution (column percents)

This report is divided into 2 sections, The first section lists the specific non-pre-release
institutions and combines'the pre-release facilities into one category. The second section
lists the specific pre-release facilities and combines the non-pre-release in situations into'

one category. For example, upon referring to table 1T on page 14 Jail Credits is presented,'

‘and the following types of information_can be obtained




(1)

2

(3)

(4)

%

The total number of individuale broken down by the institution of release

is presented horizontally across the head of the table.

The specific number of | days of jail credits are labeled and presented

-vertically.

0f the 1124 1ndividuals released during 1979, 143 were released from
MCI—Walpole. _ _ :

Of the 143 releases from Walpole, 16 (11%) had more than 200 days of
Jail Credits at commitment. _




~3-

' SUMMARY OF STATISTICS

During 1979, there were 1, 124 individuals released to the street from Massachusetts

ccrrectional Institutions,- This ie approximately the same as the number of releases during :

r

Nature of Present Offense S S o . ) : ,:v Y

Seﬁtencing Courts. Over half of the releases were originally sentenced in three of the

Superior Courts - Suffolk (30%), Middlesex (14%), and Worcester (9%).r

..n.........

Jail Credits. More than half (51%) of the releases spent 10 days or 1ess in jail while

'awaiting trial

Commitment Institution.. .  Most of the'reieases (46%) were sentenced to HCI—-t_
_Concord B _ | . -_' o . | |
Sentence. The majority of the releases Lﬁl%) served an indeterminate minimum sentence.

More than half (52%) of the releases served a maximum sentence of seven years or 1ess. Seven-~

. teen indivxduals (28) were serving a 1ife sentence. |

MoSt_Serious.Offense. The majority of releases (57%) were serving sentences for offenses
Vs, person. The offense for whicn individuale.were most freqnently sentenced was armed robbery

(32%).

“'Age_at Incarceration: The median age at incarceration was 23 years old.

bl




_ Personal_Background Characteristics .

Sex. The majority of releases (85%) were male.
Race; Thirty—percent of the releases were black, 4% were hispanic, and 66% were white,
there was one Native American released during 1979. |

Marital status. The majority (64%) of releases were single.

e

Military Discharge. The majority (76%) did not serve in the military.

Prior Address. The majority (588) came from the greater Boston SMSA.

Occugation. The majority (73%) held manual or service jobs prior'te their incarceration.
Education. The median educational level was tenth grade. 26% were either high school
graduates or individuals who had received their general equivalency diploma.

Prioi Arrests. 'The ﬁedian age at first arrest was 16 yéars. Mos£ of the releases (91%)
had been arrested at least once prior to their present offense. A majority (57%) had nine or
more prior court appearances. A majority of the releases had,peior ar;estslfcr offeneee Ve,
person (82%) and for property offeneeel(83%),' A minority had prior arrests for sex offenses
(13%;:-fof drug cffenses-tdl%),'fOr drunkenness offenses {30%) and for escape offenses (11%).

g;;g;*;ngg;gg;g;;ggg. Thirty-nine percent of the releases had prior incarcerations at a
heuse of correction and 25% had prior incarcerations in state or federal correctional insti-

tutions. Overall, 58% had sexved time in some type of correctional facility and 50% had

served some time as an adult.




S

Prior Parolee. Fifteen percent had been paroled from a juvenile facility and 7% had
‘juvenile parole violatione. Twenty-twc percent had been previouely paroled as an adult and
-lﬂihad previoue adult parole violations. Overall, thirty percent’ had been paroled at leeet
cnce prior to their current releaee andlsa had previous parele violatione.-

Furlough Veriablee. A majority of the releaeee (58%1 hed never experienced a furlough.

Ten percent had a "Late Under“ furlough outccme Lreturned within 2 hours after the deeignated | |
"time of return). Nineteen individuale Lz%l escaped on furlough, and one individuel wae arreeted-;
while on a furlough., |

Releeee Variablee _

0

Inetitution of Releaee._ Thirty—three percent were releaeed from pre-releaee inetitutione.

- Type of Release. ‘The mejority (84%) were released on parole and 10% received a good _
;conduct'diecherge. Only 75 individuele L?%l eerved thelr maximum sentence.'

Time Served. About cnemthird (32%! of the releasee had complex eentencee which include

| parole violations, tranefere frcm other etate or federal inetitutions, houee of correction
transfere and individuale with forthwith or from and after eentencee.' Forty percent eerved

under two years end 7% served five yeere or longer.

Age at Release. The median age at releeee wae 26 yeare old.
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Maximum Security.

Walpole

. Reception Diagnostic Center

Lemuel Shattuck Hospital

TOTAL

Sécdrity '

| Framingham (Men and Women)

Concord
Norfolk
Southeastern COrrectional Center

"TOTAL

Minimum Security

1.

2.
3.
4.

1.
2.
3.
40
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60

’ 7 -

8.
9.
lol
11.

- 12,

13..
14,

Northeastern Correctional Cexter
Plymouth :

Warwick
-Bay State

TOTAL

"Pre~Release Centers

- Shirley
.. Boston State

Park Drive
699 House

- Lancaster

577 House

‘Brooke House
" Temporary Housing

Drug & Alcohol Programs
South Middlesex
Norfolk Pre-Release

Coolidge House .
Western Avenue

Charlotte House
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OVERALL TOTAL .
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§uccessfu; returned to poc fa01lity within
the designated number of hours without .any _
difficulties. X S
';ILakehﬂn_g;: returned to bocC faclllty within -

2 hours after thejdesignated time of ‘return,. -
-Lg;g_gxgm- declared an escap,: -t turned to
poc facility voluntarily within 24 hours ofi
the designated time of return. Lo
-Escape: declared an escape, did not return
voluntarily.




