
COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 

SUPREME NDICIAL COURT 

SUFFOLK, ss. 0E-144 

In Re: COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Pandemic 

TEMPORARY EMERGENCY ORDER RE: SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT RULE 3:03 

In light of the postponement of the July 2020 administration of the bar examination in 
Massachusetts because of urgent health concerns due to the COVID 19 virus, the Supreme 
Judicial Court, pursuant to its rulemaking authority, issues the following order regarding S.J.C. 
Rule 3:03: 

Effective Apri122, 2020, the provision of S.J.C. Rule 3:03(9) that restricts the application 
of Rule 3:03 to students whose right to appear commenced at least three months prior to 
graduation from law school shall not apply to stzxdents who graduate from Massachusetts law 
schools in the spring of 2020. The Massachusetts law school deans are hereby authorized to file 
at any time before graduation the student practitioner certification request form for spring. 2020 
law graduates with the approvals required by Rule 3:03. All other provisions of Rule 3:03 shall 
apply. 

This Order shall be effective on Apri122, 2020, and remain in effect until further order of 
the court. 

RALPH D. GANTS ) 
Chief Justice 

BARBARA A. LENK ) 

FRANK M. GAZIANO )Justices 

DAVID A. LOWY ) 

KIMBERLY S. BUDD ) 

ELSPETH B. CYPHER ) 

SCOTT L. KAFKER ) 
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