

[image: A picture containing icon

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Bureau of Water Resources – Drinking Water Program
Request for Ground Water Discharge Review and Determination of Permit Applicability
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Background and Instructions
Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP) has determined that the managed discharge to the ground of polluted or potentially polluted water from new or existing public drinking water wells during drilling, disinfecting, flow meter testing, pumping tests, purging for the purpose of sampling, or performing other routine maintenance, assuming, at a minimum, the best management practices requirements in Appendix A are followed, does not pose a risk of groundwater contamination and may not require a groundwater discharge permit, provided that the water is discharged to the ground over the same aquifer with similar pollutant levels from which the water was drawn or over an aquifer containing the same, or greater, concentrations of pollutants.  MassDEP anticipates revising the existing regulations governing these types of discharges described below to create appropriate exemptions.

Public Water Suppliers may apply to MassDEP Drinking Water Program at Program.director-dwp@mass.gov , Subject: [DWP-GWD-PA-PWS ID#-PWS Name] for review and evaluation to determine the discharge permit applicability for the below noted safe drinking water operations and maintenance activity(ies).
Public Water Supplier Information

PWS Name:            
[bookmark: Text1]City/Town:            
PWS ID#:            
PWS Type:            
PWS Population:            
Date:            


Contaminant Information 
Please list below all contaminants that are known or suspected to exceed MMCLs in the proposed groundwater discharge and maximum known or expected concentrations (if known).  If multiple points of discharge are proposed and there are differences in the contaminants of concern and/or significant differences in the maximum known or expected contaminant concentrations, a separate request form must be submitted for each unique set of contaminants and contaminant concentrations. [Note: submit additional copies of the following table, if needed, to provide a complete list of all contaminants exceeding an MMCL in the proposed discharge]: 
	Contaminant Name
	Known or expected contaminant concentration
	Enter units here (e.g. mg/L or ppm; µg/L or ppb; ng/L or ppt)

	[bookmark: Text2]     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     

	     
	     
	     



Discharge Information
Please check off and complete the applicable sections in the following table for all proposed discharges for which a MassDEP determination of permit applicability is being requested.  Where the table requests “Source ID Number(s) or Water Supplier’s Name(s) for the Well(s)”, MassDEP is requesting the Source ID Numbers or names of the wells that will be producing the polluted (or potentially polluted) water that is proposed for ground surface discharge.  If the source of the proposed discharge water includes both polluted and unpolluted groundwater sources, please do not include the Source ID Numbers or names of the wells that may be contributing toward the proposed discharge but do not contain contaminants exceeding any MMCLs.  
	Discharge from:
	Discharge volume eligibility limits and additional BMP requirements (where applicable):

	[bookmark: Check1]|_| Purging well volumes for the purpose of collecting groundwater samples for water quality testing.  

Source ID Number(s) or Water Supplier’s Name(s) for the Well(s):
[bookmark: Text3]     

	Up to five (5) well volumes of groundwater discharged to ground surface for each of the noted PWS Sources.  The five well volume limit shall be based upon one (1) well volume calculated as the volume of the standing column of water in the well plus the volume of any standing water that may be present in the pipelines running from the well to the sample tap.  The selected sampling tap shall be located prior to any water storage tanks.


	|_| Testing of flow meter(s):  
[bookmark: Text4]# of meters with raw or finished water containing above listed contaminant(s) above MMCL concentration(s):      

Source ID Number(s) or Water Supplier’s Name(s) for the Well(s) that is/are (the) source(s) of the proposed discharge water:
      


	Onsite discharge of no greater than 2 hours of cumulative flow through each meter tested.

	|_| Drilling a new well or redrilling an existing well.  

Source ID Number(s) or Water Supplier’s Name(s) for the Well(s):
     


	Drilling fluids discharged to ground surface that are related to the drilling or redrilling of a well, prior to the well reaching its final depth.  

	|_| Development of (a) new or existing well(s).  

This request is for which of the following:
[bookmark: Check2]|_| New Well Development 
[bookmark: Check3]|_| Well Redevelopment

Source ID Number(s) or Water Supplier’s Name(s) for the Well(s):
     

	The proposed well [development/redevelopment] discharge to ground surface of no greater than two cumulative hours of pumping/purging from each of the noted PWS source ID numbers/test wells.  Per Section 4.20.5 of Chapter 4 of the MassDEP Guidelines for Public Water Systems, “prior to on-site disposal, acidified wastewater shall be neutralized to a pH between 6.5 and 8.0.”

	|_| Conduct short-term pumping test(s) on (a) new or existing well(s).  

Source ID Number(s) or Water Supplier’s Name(s) for the Well(s):
[bookmark: Text5]     


	Groundwater pumped from the well and discharged to ground surface in connection with a pumping test to establish well-yield for a new or existing well, for a cumulative period of discharge not to exceed three hours.  

	|_| Disinfecting a new or existing well. 
 
Source ID Number(s) or Water Supplier’s Name(s) for the Well(s):
[bookmark: Text6]     
	The proposed well disinfecting event discharge to ground surface of no greater than three cumulative hours of pumping/purging from each of the noted PWS source ID numbers. Per Section 4.20.5 of Chapter 4 of the MassDEP Guidelines for Public Water Systems, “chlorinated wastewater shall be completely neutralized prior to on-site disposal.”

	[bookmark: Text9]|_| Other: Performing the following necessary safe drinking water operations and/or maintenance activity that will discharge less than 50,000 gallons:      

Source ID Numbers:
[bookmark: Text7]     


Please attach a narrative description of the proposed discharge 

Estimated total discharge volume in gallons:
[bookmark: Text8]     

	The total discharge volume for this activity may not exceed a cumulative volume of 50,000 gallons.




Map showing approximate location of proposed ground surface discharge(s):
Please attach a scaled map(s) showing the proposed location(s) of the point(s) of ground surface discharge.  An orthophoto image may be used to generate the map, provided that a scale of distance is depicted on the map.  At a minimum, the map(s) should include all areas within 400 feet of the proposed point(s) of discharge, and it should include the location of all public and private potable water supply wells within 400 feet of the proposed point(s) of discharge.

Check applicable response below:
[bookmark: Check4]|_| I have attached a map as requested above.
[bookmark: Check5][bookmark: Text10]|_| I have not attached a map for the following reason(s):      


Are additional requests included/attached to this form?
Check Applicable response below:
[bookmark: Check6]Are additional request forms included? Yes |_|    No |_|


Certification
“I certify under penalty of law that I am the person authorized to fill out this form and the information contained herein is true, accurate, and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 


[bookmark: Text11]Printed Name:      
Email:      
Signature: 				
Title:      
Phone #:      
Date:      



Return Instructions
Please complete and submit this form to MassDEP Drinking Water Program at program.director-dwp@mass.gov. Subject: [DWP-GWD-PA-PWS ID#-PWS Name]  The following Appendix A does not have to be included with your submission.

Please Note: Nothing in this Review and Determination of Permit Applicability request form is intended to prevent the implementation of additional best management practices deemed warranted by on-site professionals to provide further environmental protection. 

APPENDIX A –MassDEP Ground Water Discharge Permitting Enforcement Forbearance Requirements for the On-site Discharge of Contaminated Groundwater 
It is a violation of the Ground Water Discharge Permit Program regulations, 314 CMR 5.00, to discharge any wastewater that exceeds the laboratory’s MRL to ground surface, or to a subsurface infiltration structure, without first obtaining a valid permit from MassDEP.  MassDEP intends to amend the 314 CMR 5.00 regulations to allow for the on-site discharge of your proposed discharge of contaminated groundwater.  Until those necessary regulatory changes are made, MassDEP is issuing your system a forbearance from meeting the current 314 CMR 5.00 requirements for obtaining a valid MassDEP permit for the purpose of contaminated groundwater on-site discharge of contaminated groundwater, provided that the following conditions are met: 
The discharge shall occur to the surface of the ground overlying the aquifer from which the groundwater was withdrawn; provided that: 
· the public water supplier implements best management practices in connection with the discharge, based on site-specific conditions, including without limitation: 
· discharging at a volumetric rate that ensures the discharge infiltrates into on-site subsurface soils, and does not result in surface flow into any wetland or surface water body, or off-site; 
· if necessary, use of a temporary storage tank, temporary removal of top soil to expose more permeable soil horizons and/or excavation of a temporary storage basin whose base is a minimum of four feet above the seasonal high groundwater elevation; and 
· the discharge is continuously monitored and all purging and ground surface discharging activities are immediately suspended if it becomes apparent that water is discharging in a manner inconsistent with the above conditions and are only resumed after implementing necessary measures to ensure compliance with those conditions. 
Additional conditions that may apply to your discharge:
1. If you are using acidified water as part of a well development or well redevelopment event, per Section 4.20.5 of Chapter 4 of the MassDEP Guidelines for Public Water Systems, “prior to on-site disposal, acidified wastewater shall be neutralized to a pH between 6.5 and 8.0.
2. If you are disinfecting a well with a chlorinated solution, per Section 4.20.5 of Chapter 4 of the MassDEP Guidelines for Public Water Systems, “chlorinated wastewater shall be completely neutralized prior to on-site disposal.”
MassDEP reserves its authority under any law or regulation to require pre-treatment of the contaminated groundwater for the removal of contamination exceeding MMCLs, prior to discharging on-site, should information become available indicating a potential or actual threat to human health, safety, public welfare or the environment. 
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