RESOLVE RELATIVE TO THE INDICTMENT, TRIAL, CONVICTION C’hap.145
AND EXECUTION OF ANN PUDEATOR AND CERTAIN OTHER
PERSONS FOR ‘‘WITCHCRAFT'’ IN THE YEAR SIXTEEN HUN-
DRED AND NINETY-TWO.

Whereas, One Ann Pudeator and certain other persons
were indicted, tried, found guilty, sentenced to death and
executed in the year sixteen hundred and ninety-two for
“Witcheraft’’; and ‘

Whereas, Said persons may have been illegally tried, con-
victed and sentenced by a possibly illegal court of oyer and
terminer created by the then governor of the Province
without authority under the Province Charter of Massachu-
setts Bay; and
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- other persons are still distressed by the record of said pro

ResoLves, 1957. — Cuap. 146.

Whereas, Although there was a public repentance by Judg
Sewall, one of the judges of the so-called ‘‘ Witcheraft Court”
and by all the members of the ‘“Witchcraft’” jury, and
public Fast Day proclaimed and observed in repentance f¢
the proceedings, but no other action taken in regard t
them; and ;

Whereas, The General Court of Massachusetts is inform
that certain descendants of said Ann Pudeator and sai

ceedings; therefore be it
Resolved That in order to alleviate such distress an
although the facts of such proceedings cannot be obliter
ated, the General Court of Massachusetts declares its belie
that such proceedings, even if lawful under the Provine
Charter and the law of Massachusetts as it then was, wer:
and are shocking, and the result of a wave of popular h
terical fear of the Devil in the community, and further de
clares that, as all the laws under which said proceedings
even if then legally conducted, have been long since aban
doned and superseded by our more civilized laws no disgra
or cause for distress attaches to the said descendants or a
of them by reason of said proceedings; and be it furthe
Resolved, That the passage of this resolve shall not besto
on the commonwealth or any of its subdivisions, or on a
person any right which did not exist prior to said passa;
shall not authorize any suit or other proceeding nor depri
any party to a suit or other proceeding of any defense wh
he hitherto had, shall not affect in any way whatever t
title to or rlghts in any real or personal property, nor sh
it require or permit the remission of any penalty, fine or f
feiture hitherto imposed or incurred.
Approved August 28, 1957.



