


the back of the head. The two men fled the taxi and were picked up by friends. They later 
went to a local bar and sold the murder weapon. 

II. PAROLE HEARING ON JANUARY 11, 20221 

Ricardo Reyes, now 44-years-old, appeared before the Parole Board for an initial hearing 
on January 11, 2022. Mr. Reyes was represented by Attorney Michael Bourbeau. The Parole 
Board provided a Spanish interpreter for Mr. Reyes. Upon Board Member questioning, Mr. 
Reyes said that he was born in the Dominican Republic and moved to Puerto Rico with his 
cousin when he was a child. He was arrested and charged with first-degree murder while living 
in Milwaukee. Mr. Reyes told the Board, however, that he was released after it was discovered 
that his roommate had committed the murder. When the Board questioned him about the 
governing offense, Mr. Reyes stated that he and his co-defendant needed money for food, so 
they decided to rob a taxi driver at gunpoint. Mr. Reyes explained that, while it was his gun 
used in the murder, his co-defendant was the shooter. Claiming that the murder was an 
accident, Mr. Reyes said that his co-defendant pointed the gun at the cabdriver, and the gun 
just "went off." Mr. Reyes was serving a prison sentence in Rhode Island for dealing heroin, 
when he learned that he and his co-defendant had been indicted for the murder of Mr. 
Vasquez. 

Upon Board Member questioning, Mr. Reyes explained that he was diagnosed with 
schizoaffective disorder, reporting symptoms of paranoid thinking and auditory hallucinations. 
He was transferred to Bridgewater State Hospital in 2018, after he stopped taking his 
medications and experienced severe decompensation. Mr. Reyes claimed that he now takes his 
prescribed medications because he has been ordered by the court to do so. The Board noted 
that, if paroled, Mr. Reyes would be released to an immigration detainer and could be deported 
to the Dominican Republic. The Board also noted that, in the past, Mr. Reyes became very sick 
without medication to treat his mental illness and, subsequently, had several involuntary 
commitments under G.L. c. §18(a). Board Members expressed their concern that Mr. Reyes did 
not have a plan to address his mental health needs should he be returned to the Dominican 
Republic. 

The Board considered a psychological evaluation submitted by Dr. DiCataldo, as well as 
a report and the testimony of Kimberly Mortimer MS, LMHC. The Board considered testimony in 
opposition of parole from Essex County Assistant District Attorney Emily Mello. 

III. DECISION

The Board is of the opinion that Ricardo Reyes has not demonstrated a level of 
rehabilitative progress that would make his release compatible with the welfare of society. He 
continues to struggle with his responsibility for the murder. He has only recently stabilized such 
that he was only recently able to come before the Board due to his serious MH (mental health) 
symptoms and history of non-compliance. As recently as 2018, he stopped taking his 
medication and began using K-2 in the institution. Ultimately, this resulted in significant 
decompensation requiring admission to Bridgewater State Hospital. Mr. Reyes continues to lack 
insight into his mental illness and need for treatment. He has required numerous Rogers 

1 The entire video recording of Mr. Reyes' January 11, 2022 hearing is fully incorporated by reference to the 
Board's decision. 
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