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TYPE OF HEARING: 

DATE OF HEARING: 

DATE OF DECISION: 

AMENDED DECISION 

IN THE MATTER OF 

ROBIN MURPHY 

F25652 

Review Hearing   

March 8, 2022 

   November 10, 2022 

PARTICIPATING BOARD MEMBERS1:  Gloriann Moroney, Dr. Charlene Bonner, Tonomey 
Coleman, Sheila Dupre, Colette Santa 

DECISION OF THE BOARD:  After careful consideration of all relevant facts, including the 
nature of the underlying offense, the age of the inmate at the time of offense, criminal record, 
institutional record, the inmate’s testimony at the hearing, and the views of the public as 
expressed at the hearing or in written submissions to the Board, we conclude that the inmate is 
not a suitable candidate for parole.2  Parole is denied with a review scheduled in two years from 
the date of the hearing.   

I. STATEMENT OF THE CASE

On January 14, 1981, in Bristol Superior Court, Robin Murphy pleaded guilty to second-
degree murder in the death of Karen Marsden and was sentenced to life in prison with the 
possibility of parole.  Ms. Murphy had been indicted for first-degree murder but was allowed to 
plead guilty to the lesser charge in exchange for her testimony at the trial of her co-defendants, 
Carl Drew and Carl Davis.  

In December 1979, Robin Murphy and Karen Marsden were in a relationship, living 
together in the Fall River area.  Ms. Marsden had previously lived with, and worked for, Carl 
Drew, a Fall River pimp who also led a satanic cult.  Ms. Murphy was an active participant in a 
group of pimps, sex workers, and drug abusers that included Mr. Drew and Ms. Marsden.  On 
the evening of February 8, 1980, 17-year-old Robin Murphy and Ms. Marsden were in a car with 

1 Board Member Tina Hurley was recused. 
2 One Board Member voted to grant parole to an approved home plan. 
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