Proposed Statute Change:
Please note the added language I have suggested in brackets to give clarity to the proposed rule change allowing LADAC 1’s to treat a client’s co-occuring disorders. 
Practice of Alcohol and Drug Counseling:
“Practice of Alcohol and Drug Counseling, also referred to substance use disorder……….is the professional delivery of services …… to individuals, families, or groups experiencing the effects of substance use disorder, with or without, co-occurring mental health disorders. The practice of alcohol and drug counseling……includes (but is not limited to) the application of counselor core functions to evaluate, assess, diagnose, and treat the susbtance use disorder (and or the co-occurring mental health disorder(s))……..”
Please note: The language I added is in parentheses. The added language adds clarity (and congruence between the first sentence and second sentence) in allowing the LADAC 1 to treat the client’s susbtance use disorder and mental health issues. 
The present regulations (as I read them) only allow the LADAC 1 counselor to treat the client’s substance misuse issue (s) and then send him to  another licensed professional for the mental health component of their disorder(s). Hopefully, the new  language in the regulations, and statute, will allow the LADAC 1 to treat the whole person including their mental health co-occurring disorder, saving them time and expense. In New Hampshire, similarly licensed MALDAC’s can treat both the susbtance disorder and mental health component.
Sincerely,
Anthony Ruggiero, LSW, LADAC 1, Esq.
617-407-1088
As always,
Thank you for all the great work you do!
Anthony Ruggiero, LSW, LADAC 1, Esq. (retired)
Cc: Honorable (Senator) Peter Durant




