The Healey-Driscoll administration is pleased to provide support to rural and small towns through the Office of
Rural Affairs. Communities with a population under 7,000 (small towns) or with a population density of under
500 persons per square mile (rural towns), as measured by the 2020 US Census, automatically receive this
designation. These towns are also eligible for the Rural Development Fund grant program. Grants may be
used for a variety of activities that support economic development, job creation, housing and climate
resilience initiatives, and planning and zoning projects in small and rural towns.

The following 181 towns are eligible to apply for the Rural Development Fund:
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If your community has any questions regarding the Rural Development Fund, please email
Anne.Gobi3@mass.gov or Mallory.Sullivan@mass.gov.
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