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DCR Mission Statement

To protect, promote, and enhance our 
common wealth of natural, cultural 

and recreational resources
for the well-being of all.
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Meeting Logistics

• You will have the opportunity to submit comments over the course of 
one week at: 

• DCR Public Comments https://www.mass.gov/forms/dcr-public-comments

• Two ways to ask questions during the meeting
• Use chat feature
• Raise your hand using the Teams function, and you will be given permissions 

to unmute and speak.

• Please note that this information meeting will be recorded; the 
recording will be a public record.
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P RO J E C T  T E A M

Depar tment of  Conser vation and Recreation

 Ruth Helfeld,  Direc tor,  Landscape Architec ture S ec t ion

 Daniel le  M el lett ,  Projec t  M anager

 S andra Libby,  Playground Planner,  Design and Projec t  M anagement

Design Team

Halvorson |  Tighe  & B ond Studio |  Landscape Architec t

 B ob Uhl ig,  Vice  President  of  Landscape Architec ture  &  Urban Design

 I r is  L in,  S enior  Landscape Architec t  & Projec t  M anager

 Jessica  Choi ,  Landscape Architec t

Tighe & B ond |  Environmental  Consult ing,  Civi l ,  Struc tural ,  Plumbing,  and Elec tr ical  Engineering

Chronicle  Heritage |  Cultural  Resources  Assessment

Bar t lett  Tree Exper t  |  Tree Assessment 
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•  I N T RO D U C T I O N
 -  PROJEC T TEAM
 -  PROJEC T SCOPE AND GOALS
 

•  S I T E  A N A LYS I S 
 -  REGIONAL CONTEX T
 -  CULTUR AL AND NATUR AL RESOURCES
 -  S ITE INVENTORY AND SITE ANALYSIS

•  CO N C E P T UA L  D E S I G N
 -  CONCEPTUAL DIAGR AM
 -  SITE PL AN
 -  PRECEDENT IMAGES
 

AG E N DA

RYNNE DAY-USE SITE RENOVATION
LOWELL HERITAGE STATE PARK 
LOWELL, MA | MAY 15, 2025

6



P RO J E C T  S CO P E  A N D  G OA L S

SCOPE

The projec t  wi l l  include renovation of  a  por t ion of  the s ite  adjacent  to  the R ynne 
Bathhouse,  conver t ing the space into a  splash pad,  playground and picnic  area with 
the intent  of  transforming the space into a  family  fr iendly  outdoor  recreation area, 
improving publ ic  safet y  and pedestr ian access. 

GOALS

•   I M P R O V E  P U B L I C  ACC E S S  A N D  C I R C U L AT I O N

• R E S P E C T  E CO LO G Y  O F  T H E  S I T E  A N D  I M P R O V E  WAT E R  Q UA L I T Y

•  P R OT E C T  E X I S T I N G  T R E E S

•  E N H A N C E  V I S I TO R  E X P E R I E N C E
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C U LT U R A L  A N D  N AT U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

•  The Merrimack River has long been a vital 
resource to both Lowell and the Merrimack 
River Valley, providing drinking water, 
supporting diverse habitats, and offering 
opportunities for outdoor recreation. 

•  The Merrimack Valley has a rich history as the 
home of indigenous peoples for thousands of 
years, whose connection to the land shaped 
the region.

•  The Lowell Mills and Canal System played a 
pivotal role in marking the beginning of the 
American Industrial Revolution in the mid to 
late 1800s.

•  The region is home to a rich blend of diverse 
ethnic communities, each contributing to the 
cultural fabric of Lowell.
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R E G I O N A L  CO N T E X T 

PROJECT AREA
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S I T E  I N V E N TO RY  |  EXISTING CONDITIONS 

Rynne  
Bathhouse

Open lawn with 
mature trees

Rynne Beach and Bathhouse 
with public restrooms

Healthy tree grove 
provides nice shadeHigh point with 

scenic view

Parking Lot:
14 spaces (2HP)

Sidewalk
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S I T E  A N A LYS I S  |  CHALLENGES 

River walk ends and 
transitions to a less 

enjoyable walk along 
the busy roadway

Non-accessible path from 
sidewalk to restroom

Strong current and 
combined sewer 
overflow make the river 
unsafe for swimming

Unpermitted jet ski 
launching and parking 
impact shoreline stability

Many trees are in 
poor condition

Lack of park identification 
and wayfinding 

Insufficient parking spaces shared by 
public and DCR operational staff

Illegal alcoholic consumption in 
public, loud music and littering issues

Unpermitted street parking

Deteriorated sidewalk and 
ineffective curbing to protect 
pedestrians from vehicular traffic
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it 
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 w

or
k

0 40’ 80’
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Create a community destination that honors the Merrimack River’s history, Lowell’s 
industrial heritage, and the area’s diverse communities while enhancing the site’s 
recreational opportunities and preserving its natural resources. 

CO N C E P T UA L  D E S I G N  |  OPPOR TUNITIES 



HERITAGE 
PLAZA

Rynne Bathhouse

OPEN LAWN

EXISTING 
TREE GROVE

SPLASH PAD

PLAYGROUND

RIVER WALK / ESPLANADE

VEHICULAR CIRCULATION

EXISTING RIVER WALK

ACCESSIBLE WALKWAY

STAIR

CROSSWALK

PUBLIC ENTRANCE TO 
BUILDING AND PLAY AREA

ENTRANCE (DCR ONLY)

MULTI-USE PATH (8-10’WIDE)

LEGEND

P
P
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CO N C E P T UA L  D I AG R A M

N
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SPLASH PAD

SHORELINE PLANTING

OPEN LAWN

OVERLOOK 

Rynne Bathhouse

HERITAGE PLAZA

DCR PARKING LOT: 
10 SPACES (2 HP)

PUBLIC PARKING LOT:
14 SPACES (2 HP)

MULTI-USE PATH

PICNIC AREA
PLAYGROUND

PERIMETER FENCESEATING/
OVERLOOK AREA
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CO N C E P T UA L  D E S I G N  -  OV E R A L L  P L A N

N
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Heritage Plaza
- Wayfinding signage
- Gateway feature
- Seating

DCR Parking lot
- 8 staff spaces
- 2 accessible public spaces
- Access to garage doors

Accessible Path to Public Restrooms

Multi-use Path

Rynne 
Bathhouse

DCR ACCESS ONLY

PUBLIC ACCESS
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H E R I TAG E  P L A Z A  A N D  RYN N E  B AT H H O U S E  E N L A R G E M E N T

N
0’                                          20’                                      40’                                       60’



Heritage Plaza
- Wayfinding signage
- Gateway feature
- Seating

Rynne 
Bathhouse

DCR ACCESS ONLY

PUBLIC ACCESS
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H E R I TAG E  P L A Z A  A N D  RYN N E  B AT H H O U S E  E N L A R G E M E N T

N
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Park Identification Signage Plaza with Seating

Plaza with SeatingWoven Paving Pattern
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P R E C E D E N T  I M AG E S  -  H E R I TAG E  P L A Z A



Overlook Area Seating 

Existing Tree 
Grove to Remain

O V E R LO O K  A R E A  &  R I V E R  WA L K  E N L A R G E M E N T

Accessible 
Path
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Water Play Feature 1:
Misters

Water Play Feature 2:
In-ground water jets in 
various heights

Water Play Feature 3:
In-ground arch water jets 
in various heights

Seating

S P L A S H  PA D  E N L A R G E M E N T

Gate

Existing  Tree to Remain

Drinking Fountain

Seating

42” Tall Fencing
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Water Play Feature 1:
Misters

Water Play Feature 2:
In-ground water jets 
in various heights

Water Play Feature 3:
In-ground arch water 
jets in various heights

Splash Pad with Seating Bench
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P R E C E D E N T  I M AG E S  -   S P L A S H  PA D



P L AYG R O U N D  &  PA R K I N G  LOT  E N L A R G E M E N T

Picnic Area

42” Tall Fence

Existing Trees to Remain

Ages 5-12 Play Equipment
Ages 2-5 Play Equipment

N
0’                                          20’                                      40’                                       60’

Seating

Drinking Fountain

Seating

Seating

Public Parking Lot:
14 Spaces (including 2 HC)

Gate Gate

Seating 

Existing Tree 
to Remain
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Toohig Playgroundl
Boston, MAa
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P R E C E D E N T  I M AG E S  -  P L AY  E Q U I P M E N T 



Toohig Playgroundl
Boston, MAa

Play Equipment

P R E C E D E N T  I M AG E S  -  P L AY  E Q U I P M E N T 
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P R E C E D E N T  I M AG E S  -  S i te  Fu rn i t u re

Toohig Playgroundl
Boston, MAa

Site Furnishings and Signage

Circle Arm Bench Bike Rack Cantilevered Sign Waste Receptacle

Drinking FountainPicket Fence @ PlaygroundTimber Guardrail Game Table

Toohig Playgroundl
Boston, MAa

Site Furnishings and Signage

Circle Arm Bench Bike Rack Cantilevered Sign Waste Receptacle

Drinking FountainPicket Fence @ PlaygroundTimber Guardrail Game Table

Toohig Playgroundl
Boston, MAa

Site Furnishings and Signage

Circle Arm Bench Bike Rack Cantilevered Sign Waste Receptacle

Drinking FountainPicket Fence @ PlaygroundTimber Guardrail Game Table

Toohig Playgroundl
Boston, MAa

Site Furnishings and Signage

Circle Arm Bench Bike Rack Cantilevered Sign Waste Receptacle

Drinking FountainPicket Fence @ PlaygroundTimber Guardrail Game Table

Toohig Playgroundl
Boston, MAa

Site Furnishings and Signage

Circle Arm Bench Bike Rack Cantilevered Sign Waste Receptacle

Drinking FountainPicket Fence @ PlaygroundTimber Guardrail Game Table

Bench Bike Rack Drinking Fountain Park Sign

Fence at Playground Picnic Table
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P RO J E C T  S C H E D U L E 

CONCEPTUAL DESIGN CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

PERMITTING

BIDDING & CONSTRUCTION

OCTOBER 2024                              MAY 2025                          JUNE 2025 SEPTEMBER 2025 JANUARY 2026 JUNE 2026 Project timeline is contingent 
on available funding

PUBLIC MEETING #1 PUBLIC MEETING #2

PROJECT 
KICKOFF PARK COMPLETION

Site visits
Wetland delineation

Tree assessment
survey

Cultural Resources 
Review

Site Analysis
Conceptual design

Schematic 
Design 

Design 
Development

75% 
Construction
Documents

100% 
Construction

Document

WE ARE HERE
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Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  CO M M E N TS  ?
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AAddddiittiioonnaall  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

• Recording and tonight’s slide deck will be available at:
• www.mass.gov/dcr/past-public-meetings

• If you have comments on this project: 
• Submit online: www.mass.gov/dcr/public-comment
• Deadline: Thursday, May 22, 2025

Please note: the contents of comments submitted to DCR, including your name, town and zip code, will be posted on DCR’s website. Additional contact 
information provided, notably email address, will only be used for outreach on future updates to the subject project or property.

• If you wish to subscribe to a DCR general information or project-
related listserv: contact DCR’s Office of Community Relations via email at mass.parks@mass.gov
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