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On August 6, 2014, Governor Deval Patrick signed Chapter 235, “An Act Relative to Local Housing
Authorities.” This Act represents significant reform to the state public housing system. The law
establishes many new provisions, including but not limited to, a requirement that Local Housing
Authorities, in towns, have a tenant on the board. The statute inserts the following language into

chapter 121B after section 5:

- Section 5A. The department shall promulgate regulations establishing election procedures
for tenants to elect a tenant as a member of the housing authority in the town and
regulations establishing appointment by the board of selectmen of the town, if no election
may be held; provided, however, that 1 member of the housing authority board shall be a
tenant. The department shall provide regulations creating waiver of this section if federal
law requires the town to maintain a tenant member as 1 of the 5 members or if a tenant has

been elected under section 5.

However, in order for LHAs to proceed, DHCD must promulgate regulations. Since regulations have
not been promulgate to date, LHAs should continue business as usual, regarding board elections. We

will notify all LHAs as soon as regulations have been filed.
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