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DDS STATEWIDE ADVISORY COUNCIL 
Meeting Minutes
Location:	Remote

Date:		Dec 11, 2020

Attendance
 Susan Barber, Maital Levy, Alexandra Nadworney, Robert Putnam, Lusa Lo, Jeanne Clapper, Diane Glennon,  DDS: Commissioner Jane Ryder, Elizabeth Morse, Nick Dantzer, Chris Thompson, Chris Klaskin, Tim Cahill, Elizabeth Sandblom & Victor Hernandez 
Agenda Items

1. August 2020 minutes approved

2. Commissioner Ryder welcomed everyone and DDS staff updated the members on DDS’ response to the pandemic and anticipated surge.  In the provider and state-operated community, surveillance testing is in place. If there is one person testing positive in a group home, everyone is tested.  DDS has established a partnership with Commonwealth Medicine. Commonwealth Medicine has designed a self- assessment tool for agencies to complete on their congregate care sites around infection control.  Commonwealth Medicine will provide follow-up and technical assistance after a review of the self-assessment. The Commissioner talked about the activities of the Service Coordinators reaching out to individuals to check on their needs and safety.  She also thanked staff particularly direct care staff for their work at this time and is optimistic about the hopeful news of vaccines. The Commissioner also reported that Governor Baker will share the prioritization plan for the vaccines. DDS continues to advocate for those IDD individuals. 

3. Members viewed the video Preventing Financial Abuse in the Self Directed Service Model  (https://youtu.be/x6oemj1tlwk) . When self-directing their services our individuals have the opportunity for empowerment and independence with service models that offer flexibility and the ability to customize services. There are also responsibilities that come with managing or overseeing a budget, especially when the funds are distributed by a state agency. This video is a tool for individuals, families and DDS staff to be more aware of fraud.

4. The DDS self-direction program has steadily increased since March by about 1.5% per month.  There has been an 11% increase overall with over 150 new enrollments.  Most of the enrollments were in individual day supports and individual home supports. The regional self-direction managers have offered more training opportunities to families and staff.  

5. Day programs are currently running open at 64% with occupancy levels at 30-40%. Many are working with the space (distancing) issues along with the transportation issues. Programs are still working with in person and hybrid instruction challenges.   EHS is looking at fiscal relief options for providers. Goal is to support various service models as flexibly as possible.

6. Various SAC members lead a discussion regarding the need to meet more often to stay on top of the Department’s efforts during the pandemic. The Commissioner committed for more frequent meetings in 2021.

7. Next meeting tbd.
8. Meeting adjourned
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