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Statewide Advisory Council (SAC) – MEETING NOTES
Location:  Virtual/Microsoft Teams
Date:  12/9/25
Time:  12 pm – 1 pm

Attendees: Chris Klaskin, Meghan Allen, Gwenn Kelley, Bob Putnam, Jose Costa, Jeanne Clapper, Maital London-Levy, Maren Jacobs, Dianne Glennon, and Robin Foley.

1. Welcome/Introductions
a. Introduction of Initiate New Members
i. Gwen Sokoloff, Roberta Biscan, and Nan Leonard
2. SAC CAB Connections Subcommittee update
a. Annual Meeting Planning
i. The formation of 3 panels
1. Understanding CAB Roles and Responsibilities. 
2. Building CAB Advocacy Initiatives and Events
3. Promoting CAB Recruitment and Membership
3. 2026 Proposed SAC Topic Areas
a. Immigration enforcement and related provider policies	
i. Discussion on general safety of DDS served individuals who may be left unattended in the community to possible Immigration detentions of group home caregivers. 
b. SIS-A Assessment Tool implementation
i. Discussion on how the SIS-A pilot has progressed and the person centered path to providing services. 
c. DDS Autism Services and Annual Plan
i. An overview of DDS’ efforts to oversee how serviced are rolled out.
d. Positive Behavioral Supports
i. Synopsis of proven methods that can produce positive changes in behavioral climates. 
e. Supporting Individuals/Families in navigating Medicare/Medicaid
i. Exploring how DDS assists individuals receiving service on the changing process of obtaining Medicare/Medicaid in 2026. 
4. 2026 Proposed Quarterly CAB Tops Areas
a. FY27 Budget and Advocacy (in March)
i. The SAC will extend an invitation to Maura Sullivan, CEO of the ARC of Massachusetts, to discuss the FY27 budget that will affect the ASD/IDD community. 
5.  Public Comment
a. Several members of the State Advisory Committee discussed the possibility of a survey to track how those who are served by DDS, feel about DDS’ performance.  
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