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Statewide Advisory Council (SAC)
Meeting Minutes
Date:  2/10/2026
Time:  12 p.m. – 1 p.m.
Location:  Virtual/Microsoft Zoom
https://www.mass.gov/lists/dds-statewide-advisory-council-sac
In attendance: DDS Staff – Chris Klaskin, Meghan Allen, Gwenn Kelley; SAC Members - Robert Putnam, Robin Foley, Maren Jacobs, Maria Damiano, Gwen Sokoloff, Roberta Biscan
1. Welcome/Introductions
a. There was a problem with the Zoom link, and a new link was sent out late, which contributed to a smaller number of members attending the meeting. 
b. Gwen Sokoloff and Roberta Bican, new members of the State Advisory Committee (SAC), introduced themselves to the group. 
2. Approval of Minutes  Robert Putnam (Chair of SAC) Motioned to approve the minutes, Maria Damiano seconded the motion. Motion carried. Minutes for January 13, 2026, approved. 
a. Volunteer(s) to take Meeting Minutes
i. Robin Foley agreed to take the minutes for the next meeting on March 10, 2026 at 12 pm.
3. SAC Administrative Procedures
a. Meeting time and frequency
i. It was agreed that the meeting would be every other month for an hour and a half. The first bimonthly meeting will be on May 12th at 2:30 pm, beginning after the March meeting
4. SAC/CAB Event Update – February 25, 2026 (10 am -3 pm)
a. Christopher Klaskin was unable to attend SAC meeting. He is the moderator of the panel “Understanding CAB Roles and Responsibilities.” The South Coastal and Holyoke/Chicopee CAB will be part of the presentation. 
b. Robin Foley discussed her panel “Building CAB Advocacy Initiatives and Events.” The Berkshire, Cape and Islands, and Central West Regional CABs will be part of the presentation.
c. Maria Damiano discussed her panel “Promoting CAB Recruitment and Membership.”  The Metro North CAB and the Metro North Area Director will be part of the presentation.
5. 2026 Proposed SAC Topic Areas – (One Per Meeting, Order and Speaker)
a. FY27 Budget Overview (March)
i. The SAC discussed making the discussion of the FY27 Budget Overview a CAB event instead of just a SAC meeting occurring on March 10th at 12 pm – 1 pm.  
b. SIS-A Assessment Tool implementation
c. DDS Autism Services and Annual Plan
d. Positive Behavioral Supports
e. Immigration enforcement and related provider policies
f. Supporting Individuals/Families in navigating Medicare/Medicaid
i. The SAC discussed the possibility of this topic being slated for the May meeting. 
6. Old Business  
a. How to manage situations when staff might be separated when involved with ICE from individuals when staffing them in the community. This was tabled since Christopher Klaskin was not in attendance. 
b. Bylaws Committee Update
i. The committee is being formed and will have updates once they are able to meet. 
7. New Business
a. SharePoint – 
i. Dianne Glennon will lead the development of the CAB site. 
ii. The purpose of SharePoint is to organize information for the CABs to have easy access to when they need it.  
b. SAC liaisons for Area CABs
i. It was proposed that SAC members be liaisons to the Area Office CABs so the CABs have direct access to the SAC. Jose Costa had proposed this and the group wanted more information. 
8. Public Comment
9. Next Meeting 
a. March 10, 2026 at 12 pm is a Quarterly meeting for the CAB  
b. The following SAC meeting is May 12, 2026 at 2:30 for an hour and half.
10. Adjourn	Robin Foley motioned to adjourn and Maren Jacob seconded. Motion carried
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