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Statewide Advisory Council (SAC) – MEETING NOTES
Location:  Virtual/Microsoft Teams
Date:  7/8/25
Time:  12 pm – 1 pm

Attendees: Chris Klaskin, Meghan Allen, Gwenn Kelley,  Michelle Harris, Alex Nadworny, Bob Putnam, Jeanne Clapper, Maital Levy, Maren Jacobs, Maria Damiano, Robin Foley, Dianne Glennon, Sue Brown (CAB), Joyce LaBelle (CAB) Cyndy McKinley, and Nan Leonard 

1. Welcome/Introductions
2. DDS Budget Updates

a. FY 26 Budget has been passed.
b. Federal Medicaid will impact DDS in the coming years

3. State Advisory Committee Business

a. Potential Deportation of Direct Support Staff
i. DDS is working with Office of Refugees and Immigrants
ii. DDS is working with ADDP and State Operations regarding guidelines for interactions with the agents of the US Immigration and Customs Enforcement 

b. SAC Citizen Advisory Board (CAB) Subcommittee
i. Subcommittee regarding interaction and guidance for CABs brought forth the suggestion for an Annual Meeting for the CAB Chairperson(s) or their designee. 
1. The Subcommittee suggested late Fall 2026
2. Half a day was suggested (Possibly 10 am to 2 pm)
ii. The Subcommittee would like to have the venue in Central  Massachusetts to accommodate all the CABs. 
iii. [bookmark: _Hlk203557319]Subcommittee requested that the CAB website on Mass.gov be updated
iv. Subcommittee suggested that the SAC meet with the CABs quarterly

c. SAC Membership/Nominations
3. Subcommittee on SAC Membership inquired about Nomination Letter
0. SAC requested that the line “Resume and bios” should be removed as the committee already has them.  


4. Michelle Harris,  Assistant Commissioner, Planning, Development and Autism Services

a. Michell Harris oversees the Clinical Team at Central Office. 
i. The Clinical Team was built to address the Autism and PBiS (Positive Behavioral Intervention and Supports)
ii. The Clinical team works with the clinical staff at Area Offices

5. Public Comments
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