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Statewide Advisory Council (SAC)
Meeting Minutes

Date:  3/10/26
Time:  12 pm – 1 pm
Location:  Virtual/Microsoft Zoom
https://www.mass.gov/lists/dds-statewide-advisory-council-sac

In attendance: SAC Members - Dianne Glennon, Jose Costa,  Bob Putnam, Robin Foley, Lusa Lo, Maren Jacobs, Maria Damiano, Gwen Sokoloff, Roberta Biscan, Maital London-Levy, Jeanne Clapper, : DDS Staff – Commissioner Sarah Peterson, Associate Commissioner Christopher Klaskin, Meghan Allen, Gwenn Kelley; Brigitte Casey, Guest – Chris White, Yemi Ogunlesi, Maura Sullivan, and Joyce Lobelle

1. Welcome/Introductions

2. Approval of Minutes  Robert Putnam (Chair of SAC) Motioned to approve the minutes, Maria Damiano seconded the motion. Motion carried. Minutes for February 10, 2026, approved. 

a. Volunteer(s) to take Meeting Minutes

i. Maria Damiano agreed to take the minutes for the next meeting on May 12, 2026 at 2:30 pm.

3. SAC Administrative Procedures

a. Meeting time and frequency

i. It was agreed that the meeting would be every other month for an hour and a half. The first bimonthly meeting will be on May 12th at 2:30 pm, beginning after the March meeting

4. SAC/CAB Event Update – April 8, 2026

a.  The SAC/CAB Event was postponed until April 8, 2026 due to a major snow storm on the original date of February 25, 2026

5. Immigration enforcement and emergency related provider policies.  

a. Presenters, Brigitte Casey, DDS Director of Adaptive Technologies, Chris White from Road to Responsibilities and Yemi Ogunlesi from Southeastern Residential Services

i. Chris White from Road to Responsibilities outlined the way in which providers promote safety in the communities:
1. Provider agency administrators are on call 24/7 to receive calls should an emergency arise.
2. GPS tracking is installed in all providers agency vehicles.
3. Cell phones are located in all provider agency’s  vehicles and programed for quick dial to supervisors
4. A provider agency letter is kept in all of the provider agency’s vehicles which states all employees are legally employed, that individuals present all have disabilities and that a call should be placed to provider agency leadership and wait until backup support to the individuals arrive. 
5. Provider agency is doing its best to schedule two staff members on every community outing.
6. Doors at all agency residences are locked. 
7. All provider agency staff are trained on protocols regarding ICE visits such as how to identify which documents are official. 

ii. Brigitte Casey from DDS’ Adaptive Technology unit 
1. Recommends that low technology be considered first such as a bracelet or necklace with emergency numbers. 
2. Safety technology options should be discussed at an ISP meeting with the DDS Service Coordinator. 
3. An App for emergencies called Eleplan Caregiving made simple might be helpful for families.

iii. Yemi Ogunlesi from Southeastern Residential Services
1. Staff have been given training in the differences in the warrants
2. Training has been continuously given regarding what to do in cases of emergencies in the homes and in the community. 

iv. Discussion/Question from SAC members
1. An additional tracking mechanism is AngelSense which is worn around an individual’s neck 
2. Chris White informed the group that the ADDP providers regularly discuss protocols to keep their individuals safe. 
3. Commissioner Peterson shared that DDS hosted a large meeting for providers regarding safety protocols.  In addition she has sent several letters both directly and through ADDP that address the topics of Emergency information from the Attorney General’s office and Emergency Planning for Families.  


6. FY27 Budget Overview 

a. Maura Sullivan, The Arc of Massachusetts shared thoughts on legislative budget:
i. This is a tight year
ii. DDS is supporting individuals with more complex needs
iii. Medicaid is at risk this year
iv. Special Education is vulnerable to cuts this year
v. Chapter 257 is set at 53% percentile of Bureau of Labor Statistics which translates to approximately $20 per hour for staff. Arc MA is asking for DDS to receive full funding @ 53rd percentile.  More detailed information can be found on the Arc MA website
vi. DESE program is not clearly allocated in the House 2 budget.  Arc MA is asking for an additional 1.2 million for this critical program
vii. Masshealth has  a rate freeze across the board with proposed cuts to PCA (personal care attendants), AFC (Adult Foster care) and ADH (Adult Day Health)
viii. Additional Bills are being considered including Nicky’s Law, Supported Decision Making, etc

7. Agenda topic for May 12, 2026 SAC meeting

a. MassHealth

8. Old Business

a. Bylaws Committee Update. The committee has been formed: Jose, Nan and Bob 
b. Sharepoint: It was discussed that not everyone has access to Sharepoint

9. Next Meeting 

a. SAC liaisons for Area CABs
i. Jose Costa discussed assigning a SAC member to each Area Office CAB to provide guidance/resources and keep communication open. 

10. Public Comment

a. The following SAC meeting is May 12, 2026 at 2:30 for an hour and half.

11. Adjourn Bob Putnam motioned to adjourn and Roberta Biscan seconded. Motion carried
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