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Statewide Advisory Council (SAC) Meeting minutes
Location:  Virtual/Microsoft Teams
Date:  5/13/25
Time:  12 pm – 1 pm

Attendees:  Sarah Peterson, Chris Klaskin, Meghan Allen, Gwenn Kelley,  Jonathan Tapper, Bob Putnam, Jose Costa, Maria Damiano, Lusa Lo, Jeanne Clapper, Robin Foley, , Maren Jacobs, Mairal Levy, and Alex Nadworny 

1. Welcome
2. Commissioner Sarah Peterson Updates:
a. FY26 Budget:
i. Senate finalized their budget, restored some cuts to DDS line items imposed in the House, public hearing on 5/19/25.

b. Positive Behavior Interventions and Support (PBS)
i. Entering the next phase
1. Clinical phase – Central office hiring Psychologist and working on clinical aspect of PBS.

3. SAC/CAB Sub-Committee 
a. Discussion:

i. The Sub-Committee presented action points they would like to focus on: a Statewide Annual Meeting for the CABs and the communication between the SAC and the CABs. 
4. SAC Membership/Nominations
a. Discussion:

i. Subcommittee nominated 4 individuals to be voted on, Candidate A, B, D, and E (C is an alternative. F and G will be considered at a later date)
ii. Robin Foley motion to accept nomination of A, B, D, & E; Bob Putnam seconds; 
iii. VOTE: Approved

5. Maura Sullivan, Chief Executive Officer of the Arc of Massachusetts

a. FY 26 Budget:

i. Maura Sullivan discussed the challenges ahead with the reduction of the FY 26 budget.  There will be longer wait list for services, the possible closing of program, and health insurance eligibility restrictions. 
ii. Discussed the importance of advocating to the State legislatures. 
iii. Informed SAC about the way to stay informed about the Arc of Massachusetts advocacy events/calendar.  

6. Public Comments
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