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SAFEPLAN Program 0840-0101

At a glance
What is SAFEPLAN?

SAFEPLAN is MOVA’s statewide court-based program that provides specially trained and certified advocates to help victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and stalking who are seeking protection from abuse. SAFEPLAN Advocates provide crisis intervention, individualized safety planning, referrals to additional critical resources, education surrounding options available, and court advocacy services.  
	“The Advocates play such a critical role in the processing of [209A Abuse Prevention Orders and 258E Harassment Prevention Orders] that I’m unsure what we would do without them or, indeed, how we ever managed before the program was in place.  We are extremely grateful for the invaluable service they provide to those who come to [court] seeking protection from abuse.” 
 -Assistant Clerk Magistrate, Worcester District Court


SAFEPLAN Service Numbers Speak for Themselves:

Recent studies conclude that one in four women have been the victim of severe physical violence by an intimate partner, nearly one in five women have been raped in their lifetime, and one in six women have been stalked during their lifetime.
  The vast majority of SAFEPLAN clients (73%) reported having no prior contact with a domestic violence or sexual assault program before coming to court, thus making SAFEPLAN Advocates a key entry point for victims who might otherwise not be connected to services at all.  

During 2016, SAFEPLAN Advocates:

· Assisted 10,901 new clients (in addition to ongoing clients);

· Made 27,684 total contacts with clients; 

· Provided 58,809 referrals to crucial services;

	“The SAFEPLAN Advocate’s assistance for me was EXCELLENT!  This was the first time I filed for a restraining order and having the advocate there to support me, help me do all the paperwork, and go before the judge was so helpful.  I was given information on community resources. I was glad to know that when I returned to the court, the advocate would be there for me.  Please keep this service available.” 
- SAFEPLAN Client


AREAS SERVED BY SAFEPLAN:

SAFEPLAN currently serves 50 district and probate courts throughout the state.  SAFEPLAN Advocates are employed by 14 local community-based domestic violence and sexual assault agencies in the following counties: (please see other side)
	Barnstable
	Independence House

	Berkshire
	Elizabeth Freeman Center

	Bristol
	New Hope

Stanley Street Treatment and Resources
The New Bedford Women’s Center

	Essex
	Healing Abuse Working for Change (HAWC)

YWCA of Lawrence

	Franklin
	NELCWIT

	Hampden
	Womanshelter/Companeras

	Hampshire
	YWCA of Western MA

	Middlesex
	Greater Boston Legal Services

YWCA of Central MA

	Plymouth
	Health Imperatives/A New Day

South Shore Women’s Resource Center

	Worcester
	New Hope

YWCA of Central MA


	“Hingham District Court has been very fortunate to have the presence of [a SAFEPLAN Advocate].  Her assistance to persons seeking help and court action in the area of domestic violence has been consistently professional, helpful, and necessary.  She has developed and maintained an excellent working relationship with the various staff at the court and local police departments.  Her efforts have earned her a reputation as a caring, resourceful advocate for persons seeking court intervention.  Her efforts, along with other SAFEPLAN Advocates, has been invaluable in emotionally charged domestic violence cases.  Without the help of the advocates our efforts would not meet the promise of help.” 
 -First Justice, Hingham District Court


FUNDING THAT SUPPORTS SAFEPLAN:

SAFEPLAN is funded through a state line item (0840-0101) and the U.S. Victim of Crime Act (VOCA).  Approximately 78% of the state line item funds SAFEPLAN Advocate salaries and is used to secure additional federal funding due to “match” requirements.
MOVA is seeking level funding at FY2016 levels for SAFEPLAN in FY2018 ($1,000,458).
SAFEPLAN LINE ITEM: 0840-0101

	GAA

FY12
	GAA

FY13
	GAA

 FY14
	GAA

FY15 
	GAA

FY16
	GAA FY17 Award

	$741,199
	$741,199
	$741,199
	$900,458
	$1,000,458
	$990,453


For further information, please visit the MOVA website at www.mass.gov/mova or contact Christopher Klaskin, MOVA’s Legislative Affairs Coordinator, by email at Christopher.Klaskin@state.ma.us or 617-586-1354.
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