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Docket No.  

Leave Blank.  The Court will assign you 
a docket number. 

Enter your current legal name here exactly 
as it appears on your legal documents.  
This is the name you are asking to have 
changed.   

Add the name of 
the county where 
you currently live.  
This is the Probate 
and Family Court 
where you will file 
your paperwork. 

1. 

2.    

3.    

4.    
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7.    

 

 

 

 

5.    

6.    

8.    

Notarized 
Signature of the 

Petitioner. 

9.    
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Number 1.  *REQUIRED 

*Enter your current legal name here exactly as it appears on your legal documents.  This is the 
name you are asking to have changed. 

 
Petitioner is the person who is seeking a name change.  You are the Petitioner for the 
purpose of filing your name change. 
 

*Enter your place and date of birth.  This should match your birth record. 

NUMBER 2 *REQUIRED 

*Current Address:  This is where you are living.  You MUST file for your name change at the 
Probate and Family Court in the county where you reside.  Click here for a list of Probate and 
Family Courts. 

 

Reside is where you currently live. 

 

If your current address is a facility under the supervision of the Department of Correction, 
check the box in number 2.   

Mailing Address:  If you would like to have the court send your mail to a different address, 
enter it here.  You can also leave this blank. 

*Primary Phone:  You must provide the best phone number where the court can contact you.   

*Email address:  Include your email address if you have one. 

NUMBER 3. *REQUIRED 

*You MUST choose Yes or No.   

If you have changed your name before, you will enter the original name, new name, and reason 
for the prior name change.   

https://www.mass.gov/courthouse-locator
https://www.mass.gov/courthouse-locator
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If you have changed your name more than once, click the “Add” button to add a new name 
change or provide an additional sheet of paper with the information.  You must list every name 
change. 

Common name changes include, but are not limited to: 

• Divorce Judgments or decrees 
• Marriage Certificates 
• Decrees, Orders, or Judgments of name changes 
• Naturalization certificates 

 
*You will be required to provide a certified copy of your birth record (certificate) and certified 
copies of any prior name changes when you file your petition. 
 
By checking the box below the form alert, the court will return your certified copies to you by 
mail. 
 

NUMBER 4.  *REQUIRED 

*You MUST choose Yes or No.  Enter any names you have used that are not already included in 
number 5. 

 

NUMBER 5.  *REQUIRED 

*Enter the name you want to legally be called here.  If allowed, this will be your new legal 
name. 

NUMBER 6.  *REQUIRED 

*Enter the reason for your name change.  Keep the information simple and concise.   

NUMBER 7.  *REQUIRED 

*You will be required to file a form Court Activity Record Information and Warrant 
Management System Release Request (CJP 34) with your petition.   

*The court will run a criminal background check on you.   

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/probate-and-family-court-court-activity-record-information-and-warrant-management-system-release-request-form-cjp-34
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/probate-and-family-court-court-activity-record-information-and-warrant-management-system-release-request-form-cjp-34
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This information may be used to determine if you provided proper service of your name change 
petition and to verify that your name change does not go against public interest. 

NUMBER 8. 

Check this box if you need someone to help interpret for you at a court hearing.  Enter the 
language you speak. 

NUMBER 9.  
Check this box if you would like court staff to use specific pronouns for you while you are at court. 

NOTARIZED SIGNATURE OF THE PETITIONER *REQUIRED 
*DO NOT SIGN THIS FORM UNLESS YOU ARE IN THE PRESENCE OF A NOTARY PUBLIC. 

You must sign using your current legal name (the name you are asking to be changed). 

You will be required to sign this petition in the presence of a Notary Public.  A Notary Public is an official 
who is commissioned by the state to witness documents. 

Bring your unsigned completed petition to the Notary Public.  You will sign the petition in front of the 
notary public using your current legal name (the name you are asking to be changed).  You will be 
required to show identification to prove you are the petitioner.  To find more information on notaries, 
go to https://www.mass.gov/service-details/find-a-notary-public 

 

https://www.mass.gov/service-details/find-a-notary-public
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